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WESTERN'S STORY ‘

Western Washington State College, located in Bellingham, Washington, was founded in 1893

as a state Normal School with a two-year curriculum and an enrollment of 264. It presently
has an enrollment of about 9300 students in three traditional colleges and three "cluster"
colleges. The traditional role of the college has been in teacher preparation, although
presently over half of the student body pursues a liberal arts degree program.

‘he present Music Department had its initial beginnings in 1945 and now has a faculty of

15 plus affiliate instructors and graduate teaching assistants. Programs are offered in
the B.A. in Education and B.A. in Music and the M.A. in Education and M.A. in Music.

There are now about 260 music majors, many of whom are preparing for careers in teaching.
In addition to band, orchestra and choral groups, there are many opportunities for students
in performing groups and solo recitals. All performance activities are open to students
regardless of their major, and music making remains the primary concern of the department.
Many of the faculty are also active performers.
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