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EL. SALVADOR: Mifitery Intensitying Operations gb;&g NatSecAct

The goverpment's aperations against guerrilln t!rnngmi'bnd
ts offorts to improve cooperation with Honduras- indicate that _
the miiitery is intensifying its already aggrexs]ve shiorts, LS»NF)/

The Army is using five elite US-tramed ballaimns. supporied by air
and arliflery, in sweeps north-of the Torola Hiver in Morazan
Department and in the Giiazapa Volcano area,| ]
ki San Miguel Departiment, (he 3rd Hrigadé 6f YA
Monday sustained tight casualties when re alling a large guerﬂlla e ( )( )
atlack on a coffee-pracessing plant. M (b)}(3) NatSecAct

Meanwhile, the 4th Brigade in Chalatenango ted by Colonsi Sigiiredo
Ochaoa, is moving into guerrilla~conlrolled areas..Ochea Is setting up
civillan defense teams in traditional guerrifla-Hiavens to deny the
insurgents free movement after the troops leave, {C NFY

|t?i'ef_—AIr Force used two recently acquired (b)(‘l )
C-47 gunships to répél a large rebel forge last week in San Vicente -
(b)(3) NatSecAct

The Honduran miﬁtary( . |
" |nas reintorced its border units, TTie genéral stafis of both !

countries are 10 meet in Honduras late this month and subsequently

at a conference in San Selvador. lg‘NF)) A

Comment. The military appears confldent that it can make progress
against the insurgents. It probably will intensity the ievel of offensive
opera!ijgs{,(garhaps through the legislative and municipal elecllons in
March. .

Signals from Honduras that it is interested in improving military Iy
cooperation may reflect Tegucigalpa’s satisfaction with progress in
border negotiations wilth San Salvador ~48-MNE-CIA-DIA A 54
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