Titans on the Wall: Peplum films of the 1950s & 1960s

A HISTORY OF PEPLUM

“Home Show” (c. 1955) by William MaclLane
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Cabiria (1914) Robert Taylor, and Victor Mature
influenced Italian peplum film

suit by developing cartoons and television
1910s shows focused on the bodies of men,
particularly those with bodybuilder physiques.
With the sheer number of films and other
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Deemed the beginning of the ‘Silent Era,

Cabiria launched the peplum and sword and . . ,
media being published, there were far more |

sandal genres. Directed by Giovanni Pastrone,
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Cabiria was a very influential film in the . | | o
success of physique films.

industry, inspiring other directors to depict
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When Steve Reeves starred in Pietro Francisci’s
rendition of Hercules in 1958, it launched the
director and actor into stardom. They would go

on to make more than a dozen peplum films
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decade, peplum became the focus of American

| The Warrior’s Husband (1933). Collection of David Chapman . . . ¢ . 9
RANGD SLONDON Al EXPRR L s ) i cinema with many adaptations of ‘Goliath

heroes in Greco-Roman settings. In the 1950’s
through 1960’s, peplum films finally became

solidified as a genre in the film industry.
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Hercules (1958), the film said to have launched the second wave of the genre




