= | MONS AND THE CURRENT SITUATION IN BURMA

After the Second World War, like other ethnic nmtionalities, Mon regqueste
the Burmese Government in power to allow right of self-determination to the.
ons. But the then government refused te zccept the aspirations of the Mons
and imposed its will through forcs, Thus there’'was no alternative for che
Mons but to take up arms.

Lower Burma was a Mon kingdom for several centuries under the name of
Hongsawatod or Pegu, U Aungzeéya, tha Burmese king annexed the iHon hemeland
and persecuted the Mons, by massacring over: 3,000 learned Mon monhks at
Thinganlkyun negr Rangoonj by burning holy scriptures and monasteries; by
proscribing the Mon language and literature; and by genocidal mass: execution
whereby thousands of lons were exterminated in several stockade~inferno
holocausts. Racial cdiscrimination was rife. Thousands of the Mons fled to
Thailand to escape the onslaught of the Burmecs. There are about three
million Mons in Thailand who support the NMST struggling for right of s
determination for the Mons. They also desire te regain the soverign
independent Mon homeland ¢overing the whole of lower Burma, which was ¢

by the Burmese in 1757. Thus MHons were annihilated and reduced from a s
nation exercising full right of seélf-determination to a national minority -
burma and Thalland, They wemw stripped of all politioal power eond ethnic
freedom! But throuch the subtle resistsnce of the Mons in Buraws snd LT oug

the sympathy of the Thai monzrchs snd govermments in Thailard, Yon curv. -ec
to this day to reclaim back their o0ld homaland.

Modern mcholsrs in western ocuntries who apprecicted the vichne=s of the
lon language and litarature are presevving the Mon cultural inharitance 1
their arohives with the help of their governments. some of the literatwures
veen translated into Enzlish, Gerczn snd French. The American Fuliright
FYoundaition'’s offer to rsvive the Mon language and litersture durine 1960s to

the A1l Ramornnya Mon Culturel Association was ferbidden by the militery
dictatorship, Presently, Japan 15 eponsoring the revival of the Mon frn.us-
and literature in Kyoto International Languages Institute with the t=lp o
Mon &scholar. Although civilized nations treasure the Mon cul*uare, it ic
unfortunately faoing a sad predicament in its own native howeil «ml.

tions of the Mon-Khmer family migrated from Mongolia into bicca alo: - f

Salween aqd Irrawaddy valleys, into Thailand and Vietnam along the Mekone -ad
and {into India alon; the Bramaputra valley during the first millenufuc B...

: Languages spoken by the Mons of Lower Burma, the VWas and Palaungs of th-
Shan Plateau and the Sslon of the Mergui archipelago are of Mon-Khmer origin
belonging to a totally different family, the Austroasiatioc.

'

To prove the authenticity of history a passage from the &noyclopaedia
Americana on the history of Eurma for the period of 849 to 1287 A.D is quoted
here: "By thxt time the lons had hecome supreme in Lower Burma. They had
occupied the whole of the Irrawaddy Delta, building the port of Bassein in th
West and founding the olty of Pegu inm the centrme. They ceuld have atapped i
the vacuum caused by the destruction of the Pyu kingdom, but they were not

politically ambitions and perhaps did not relish going up the river into aric
countrey",
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e ds when Mons were wmasterms of Lower Burma, the people wers
i h&ppyDZ§§n§r§§§e§oﬁzf Those glorious periods were expressed by westein
' historians as golden ages undér wise Mon rularas, Relationm with foreign
countriss and foreign nationals were peaceful,.cordial and harmonious.h. That
was how the Mon blended their native culture wx?h Therava%a Buddhisf Y ich
elevated them as teaohers of their neighbours thveuzhout boutheastd.Z A
when Lower Burma came under the Burmese leadershiyp all those splenix o8
achievements were disrupted because of their arrogant and xenophobic mentality,

Only

i bear upon the ruling
Internal and external public opinion put pressure to I
military dictatorship to ooncede to the creation of g nominal autonomous Mon
State in 1974 contrelled from Rangoon which was devoid;real politioal power for

the lons,

A statement entitled 'Auswers to Questionnaire on Mon Freadom Movement!
enclosed herewith will portray the current Mon activities in Burma up to 1985,

POLITICAL SITUATION

Past Backegrouynd

For the last thousand years history of Burmz was a turmoil of struggles
between the Burmans and gll other :thnic nationalitises, Only when it camg. it
under the British, racial discrimination was stopped and the country was united
undér one atable administration.

In 1945, when #6 Yorld War II was over, independence from Britain was in
the offing. Reminiscence of bitter life under the Burmese kings prompted the
various ethnic nationalities to contend for their safeguards after {ndependsnce,

Yo sabisfy the asplrations
an allianoe between the Iaterim Burmese Qovernment and the leaders of ¥Frontier
Areas was signed in 1947. It aoknowledged the right of self-determination,
autonomy and economic, edugational, political, legal, s06ial, cultural aad
linguistic rizhts snd opportunities for each of the sthnic nationalitiece
Unton of Burma, But when the Constitution of the Union of Burma was
drawn up it turned out to be a unitary systen of government under control frog
Rangoon, Rizht of ssececsion after ten years, documented for the Karenni ang
Shan peoples in the Constitution was fortidden by the Burmese governuent when
“arennis and Shans asserted this right. The Arakanese, Karens and Mors were

of the ethnie nationalities, Pangloug Agreeazent,

G1
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after independenoe a

the civil wapr. Later the Red F
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At the Regional Autonomy Enquiry Commission for the Ar
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spongorer of the Panglong Agreement was
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The Karens ‘and Mons who were

refused their
the rebellion.

gual independent soverign
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enjoying full soverign
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. which fell to the Burmese in 1757.
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The Karens de-.nded areas whers they were in the majority in Lower Burng
too. The areas overlapped, but Mon and Karen leaders were iu complete
wndierstanding,

The Arakanese demanded the area ¢overing Arakan Division which was their:
old kingdom before it waa annexed by the Burmeso.

U lNu's government survived the protractes civil war until Hareh 1962,
with exception of two yesrs period from 1958 to 1964, when General He Win
launched a coup d'etat and arrested all the constitutionally eleoted
ministers. Some of the detained non~Burman leaders were never heard of
again,  General Ne Win set up a oné-party military diotatorship and
céntralised his rule from Rangoon. All the business enterprises were
nstinnalized ynder tha wrong politic¢al and economic policies of the Burmese
3ocialist Programme Party which stagnated the economic progress and turned a
country rich in natural resources to a pauper least developed country (LDG).
His xenophobic andgd sentimental) mentality isolated the country politically and
intellectually from the rest of the world,

An attempt to legalize his adminisiration was rade 14 1974 by satting up
new socialist oriented constitution. But in aotual fact Burma camé undep

the control of the ruling olique of the Burnma Aray. The heavy hand of army
rule during the years enoourazed the Shans, Arakanese, Pa-ohs, Kachins, Chins,

A

Was, Nagas, Palaungs and other &thnic groups to join hands with their bretherp
the Karens, Karennis and Vons who were some of the first to revolt against the
Burmese government.

Current Situation

In order to umite and form & common front against the common eEnemy, 8ome
of the ethnio opposition gfroups joined hands and formed the Hntional Democratio
Front (MDF) {n 1976, Pecause of the effectiviness of its MOVEMents against
the military dictatorship the msmbers of the ethnic nationalities have now
increassd to 11,

The econonic deterioration, the demonetization of gurresnicy and the
popular discontentment on abuse of human rights culminated in the world renoun
denonstrations of the students, nonks and civilian uasses in 1958, dewxanding
democracy, free slection ard an and to single~party rule, State vower
changed handa three times and just when the“general will could no longer be
contzined, troops were called in ang thousnads of demonstrators Were massacvred
and thousands arrested, A counter-coup wag enginesred by the militery clique
vhereby (General Saw liaung became head of the military junta under the name of
State Law and Ordsr Restoration Council (SLORG).

The military regime has sold timber conoessions Yo Thai logeing companies,
and had also made dealg Wwith foreign companiea for fishing rights, on shore and
off shore oil sznd4 gas drilling and gem sales. Experts say Burma has the thirg
highest rate of deforestation in the world. The destruction of tropical
rainforest threatens not only to Lurma's environment but alse links to drouzht
in some regions, Foreign invesment only helpstha repressive Junta eling to
power and prolengs the suffering of the peoples of Burmg,

. As a result of the military junta's violant repression, thousands of
students, monks, {intelligentsia, political leadors, military personnel and
ordinary citizens fled to the literated arsas controlleq by the members of the
NDF, With the initiative of the NDF a wider peprasentative organizstion in
the namé of the Demooratio” Alliance of Burita (DAB) comprising 21 opposition
groups was formed including the athnio Burman opposition groups such as the.




Rights,
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A1l Burma Student Demooratic kFront (ABSDF), the A1l Burma Young Monks Union
(ABYHU), the Committee for Restoration of Democracy in Burma (CRDB), the
Overseas Burmése Liveration Front (OBLF), the German-Burma Association (GBA),
the Ovefneas ¥aren Organization (QKO) and other overseas Burmese arganl?grlons
gpread out in geéveras ccuntries, For the first time since the civil war
stzrted in 1948, Bur-an and non-Durman ethnic nationalities reached a coammon

conséenvus on the . ..~ znd democratic Burma, This is a milestone. in
the long struzzl. ‘o n=txonal unity,

Givinz in *o :u - -rational pressure, the May 1990 general election held
by SLORC demonustr tad t-e overwheluing support of the masses of Burma for
democratic reform, pespite the landslide victory by the opposition parties,

the military juota refused to step down and instead stepped by its efforts
to suppress and intimidate the dissidents.

Bindaight makes it ever'¢lesrer that the announcement of the decision to
hold elections war made with cynical disdain for international opinion and
without any intention of a meaningful sharing of power. Indeed the fact that
voting on ¢lection day was free and unhindered 18 now seen as a 'Hundred
Flowers! ploy to smoke .out tue second echelon of National League for Demseracy
(HLD) activities who were then narkaed for retribution: in the words of
ktustralian Foreign Affairs.and Trade Minister, 3enatér Gareth Evens, in
announc¢ing a wide-ranging international challenge to the Buraese vegims o-

Hay 16, 1991, "It is now inoreasingly diffioult to avoid the conclusion trat,
am much 2s we hoped and bslieved otherwise at the time, that election was a
fraud designed by the military only to flush out the nextlayer of dissident
democratic leaders, making it easiér to move sgaiust all sisnificant opposition
groups, using increasingly intimidatory wmeasures",

Some of the members of parliament of the LD whioh won 804 of the sssts
took desperate steps by fleeing to safe hzvens under the control of the Dak.
Since they have been given a mandate by majority of their colleagues to forz =
governuént tefore they came over, the DAB helped them forwm  thé National

Ooalition Government of the Union of Burma (HCGUB) st Manarplsaw on Decemzar
18, 1990, led by Dr. Sein Win,

The four LCGUB pridary sims are: 1) to bring an end to the current civil
warj 2) to call for a National Convention with people's represcntatives elected
in May 1990, members of the DAB and reprecentatives of all ethnie
nationalitiesy 3) to promote full regional autonomy in the Federal Union orf
Statesy and 4) to cooperate clossly and cordially wilh demooratic countries,

Burma today is under one of the wnost oppressive military regime the world
has ever seen. United Nations Huwan Rights Commission has voted unaniizously
in Geneva condemning the military regime for human rights vioelations. tonasty
International reports widespread arrests, dieappearance, shootings and brutal
torture in the troubled period since 1988, Only when they started shooting
down their own kind in cold blood on the strests of Rangoon and other bie
¢citles, world public opinion bepat to wonder how atrosious they would have beep
azalnst the non-Burman nationalities duping their stay in power,

Burma's military dictatora still continue to ignore the United Hatiens
resolution to allew all cifizens to participate freely in the political
process in acCcordance with the principles of Universal Declaration of Human

Thoviseudo liberalization recently announced by the junta is but a ploy
to deceive the general public and improve its international image.

A constitution void of federal structure snd right of self~determination
to. all nationalities would not guarantee genuine peace in Burma although
flovery language on democracy might be written in {t.
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SITUATION ON THE BORDERS

For years, there have been increasing numbers of Naga, Kachin, Karen,
Karenni, Mon and Wa refugees spilling over into the neighbouring countries.
The numbers could be counted in several thousands.

At present hundreds of thousands of Burmese Muslims have been forced to
take refuge in Bangladesh as a direct result of Burmese military aggression.
This has caused an actute refugee crisis which needs urgent international
attention. ‘

During the last week of January, 1992, hundreds of Nagas and other ethnic
groups inhabiting along the India-Burma border areas were driven out of their
villages in Sagaing Division by the Burmese Army preparatory to exploration of
0il by foreign companies.

ACTUAL PROBLEMS

The problems the Mons in :Burma have been facing under SIORC are genooide,
racial discrimination, assimilation and non~recognition of Mon ethnic¢ human
rights - the right of self-determination - as indicated in previous pages.

Bfforts to regain . ethnic national identity by the Mons were rejected by
the ultra-nationalistic leadership of Burmese since pre-independence days,
Inspite of drastic oppression and suppression by the successive Burmese
povernments for over four decades, the Mons are now more organized and
determined to struggle on for the ultimate attainment of their aspirations.

FOREIGN RELATION DEPARTMENT
NEW MON STATE PARTY




