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.Fren~~ frigate stQps 
'1ran gunboat attack 

ships. "What the Dupleix did could 
have been done months ago. But this 
was the first occasion," he said. 

Rules of engagement of Western 
navies in the Gulf have so far held 
them to protecting their own na­
tional shipping. 

ships. Iraq has assailed Jhe talks. 
The talks between Iran and the 

GCC states follow mediation efforts 
by Syria, 'Iebran's main Arab backer 
in its 71/~year war with Iraq. 

Iraq's government press has bit· 
terly attacked the proposed meet• 
ing, saying it was an attempt to drive 
a wedge between Baghdad and its 
Gulf Arab supporters. 

BAHRAIN CReulen)-The Peniln 
Gulf lhippina war appean to hive 
taken a new twist with•-~ fril• 
ate commancler ll1fnc tie tlarea­
tened to open fire on Iranian IWI· 
baits attac:Jtina a Liberian tanker in 
die waterway. · : .. 

C..pt. Claude Muaef, cbmmander 
al die French fripte Dupleix, fO!d 
repor1el'I in Bahrain tbat .. bad 
Intervened 1lx clafa ·a1a when 
Iranian IUDbollll attadced die Uber• 
Ian tanker .RainbcM . 

The fripte WU ·etcor'tiJ\i the 
French Yelle! Onon when It 11W 
three l\l?lboetl lbootlna at the Rain-

WASHINGTON TIMES 

bow. 1be Dupleix aped to the scene, 
C.apt. Musaet said, and the gunboats 
veered away after the friaate radi­
oed • wamina it would open fire if 
they did not stop their attack. 

It wu the first such action made 
public by the French navy and ap­
peared to lli,nal a tougher stance to-
wards Iran. · . 

But Vice Adm. Guy Labouerie, 
the commander of the French task 
force in the region, said in Bahrain 
on Wednesday the action did not 
mean France wu expanding its Gulf 
role 10 offer assistance to neutral 

In Dubai. Iran's ambassador 10 the 
.United Arab Emirates (UAE) said 
talks between Iran and the six Arab 
members of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council ( GCCJ would open soon. Am· 
bassador Mustafa Foumeni Haeri 
said he was optimistic the two sides 
would agree it was harmful to the 
interests of Gulf states to have for­
eign warships patrolling the Gulf. 

He said the meeting between offi­
cials from Iran and GCC states -
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, the UAE and Oman - would 
also include discussions of a possi• 
ble halt to attacks on merchant 
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In e related development, five 
West German warships set out from 
the North Sea port of Wilhelms• 
haven yesterday for NATO duty in 
the Mediterranean - the first time 
West Germany has sent a complete 
naval battle group to the area. 

The flotilla of one destroyer, three 
frigates and a supply ship will fill in 
for U.S. and other NATO Mediterra­
nean naval units sent to patrol the 
Gulf. 
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Have our subs become vulnerable? 
GREGORY~~DAL 
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,...~-a hlabJy unlilady IOUrCe 

coma a 8"M wamiJla ID 
tbale wllo ..... U.S. de­
fenle policy. 

e warnln1: America'• 
. fleet ol pucleaNrmed 

aubmarinea may be·Yialble, now or 
in the near future, jo ·1tie Soviet 
Union. 

The ICIUl'Ce: Soviet l!lader' Mikhail 
Gortlecbev, wllo in a.poat-summit 
newscanfsenc:emadetbellUowina 
lt&temeat about Pf'OIINldl far Wlri· 
fvina a poulble US.-&wiettraty oa 
lh'llleliC -.,oni: 

"Our ICience and our tec:b,.WIIY 
. . . today poueu ~-Q&lil,lnal tech­
nical imans capebleo(i-.ifylnc the 
praence ol nuclear.)11ap0Da on var­
toua DIYII ships.•~ IWfaceor 
IUbmarinea, without any actual WI'· 
lf'tcatloa or inspec:doa Oil tbe veuels 
tbemaeha. 

"We IUllell tbll. if - r-=b 
aar-na,t on [a lb'aleliC nuclear 
arms n.tyJ, w could 'lbare our • 
acllie,,,ementa IO tbat tbe AmericaD8 
. . . could .. ror tbemlel• that 
lhele mans help idmdfy DOC only 
tbe pawmce butallo tbes:apacity of 
tbe nudeu warlllads aboard liJch 
wuels." 

NcM. Mr. Goltlllc:bff cauld be ly-
1111-Soviet laaden .... a 111bit of 
dainatbaL 
~ it could be tbat tbe Soviets 

bawdilCO\lered memia ol detectiq 
nuclear weapom on 111111 at• witb­

detectina 111"111 tbemaeha. It's 
lmqinebow,orofwbatue 
be u a wriflclltlGll device. 

'IDOllillle. 

But tbe IIONibWIJ - allo be 
caasidendtbllwbatlk Gor­
bachev implies is lnle, that 

tbe Soviet Ulliall'I ¥-' propam ID 

America, Shadowed by Death Squads 
· In an unusual trial under way in Costa Rica,. t.errogator in Battalion 316, Honduran soldiers were 

Honduras stands accused of maintaining an army told by C.I.A. instructors In 1980 to avoid physical 
death squad responsible for murdering four people coercion and use psychological pressure Instead. 
in 1981. That a special court set up by the Organiza- . There is a plausible rationale for the police pro­
lion of American. States Is hearing the case sets a grams: Training might make Central American po­
powerful precedent - so much so that two key Wit· lice more willing to protect individual rights. But 
neues have now been killed. experience argues that abuses by police are a mat• 

1be case ought to weigh heavily on Americans ter of politics far more than training. Once a civilian 
because the death squad, known as the Special In- regime was elected in Uruguay, for example, "dis­
vest.lgations Directorate , or Battalion 316, was appearances" ceased. So did allegations of wide­
trained In Texas as part of a CJ.A. program to "pro- spread torture . 
~lonallze" Honduran security forces. In any case, Washington's real Interest In police 

Such training programs, defended as politically training stems more from a desire to forge links 
~nictive, invariably expose the United States to With security forces than with concern for enllght-
far more risk than they could possibly be worth. ened law .enforcemenL 

1be story recalls "State of Siege," a 1972 film Since Battalion 316 was a unit of the army and 
bued on the case of an American murdered for his not the police, the CJ.A. program did not literally 
role In training Uruguayan police ·tnterrogators. violate the Congressional ban. But this distinction 
Three years later,.-_Congress banned all police train• relieves . no embarrassment. Because or the pro-
11)1 programs tn Latin America. Then in 1985, ·the gram, the United States stands linked to accused 
Reagan Administration persuaded Congress 'to torturers and murderers In a country viewed by 
a,iow police training In Honduras, El Salvador, Reagan Administration officials as an offshore de­
Guatemala and Costa Rica. It was a mistake. pendency. Worse, the Administration is conspicuous 
· · Jn addition io the four deaths that are the sub- for Its lack of indignation about the recent killings of 

Ject of the current trial, Battalion 316 !s said to be .the two witnesses, one a Honduran human rights of­
~ble for "disappearing" 120 other victims tn ficial. 
Honduras. No one charges that Americans encour- Jf the Administration won't act to make U.S. 
ased or took pan In this official terrorism. On the values clear, Congress can do so unmistakably: 
aintrary: according to the testimony of a former in• reinstate the ban on "improving" foreign police. 

dilc:ower exotic meena of sub detec· the American people. blue-ribbon panel beaded by defense 
tioa - for example. by traciq cer· Af experts Fred C. Dtle and Albert 
lain "sianatures" IPW!II otr by nu- ter all, tbe increuina accuracy Wohlatetter reported early this 
clear m,lnea and perhaps nuclear of ~ bu already rendered month. 
weapoaa- bu paid off. American land-based missiles 

Wbat would thiunean? wholly naked to a Soviet surprise at• 
u us. submarines are wlnerable tack. This window of vulnerability, 

_ emphasize the "if'' _ then there much debated in the 1980 election, 
bas not been cloaed by the paltry 

is a aerious problem to be faced by Ruaan administration deployment 
Conareu. our next president and of fewer tlWI 50 MX missiles, as a 
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Nor will mobile missiles - which 
at present rates may not be deplo)ied 
imtil the late 1990s - necesaarily 
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