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Jos~ Guillermo GARCIA Merino 
(Phonetic: garSEEah) 

Minis~er 9f· ~fense and 
Public Security· .(since 

-October _1979) 

Addressed as: 
Mr. fetinister 

.~;·, > • . ' " ".~ -~ ~i.J 
. :- . ; -)~,CQl .• -: J_Q~f :~-~~et• is· 
~:·pn_e Q~ · ;~b~- ii\Q.stW:p_opul~r 
· -· and irtte 1~ ~-9~n~·~;~off icets 

·· in tfle .. ;$C\l"lll4o~•n AJ:JI\Y • 
· · ·CQnserv~t~~e· in~i-prienta­

tion, he :was-considered 
by the military· ·as a pos­
sible choice for pres-
ident durin·g the mid-
1970s. During 1979 he may have been 
several plots to overthrow President 
Romero I 

EL SALVADOR 

involved in 
Carlos Humberto 

I /At that time 
Department e,f san.Vicente, a 
since· July 1978. I I 

he was commander ot tne 
position he had held 

Garcta is anti-Communist and friendly toward 
the United States. He is the strongman-in the gov­
ernment~· .aJld ~~~-·.memb.~rs~. inc.luding: Pr.esident Jos~ 

. NappJ,e6n: •Pu~u;:t~:~--4efer. ,tp.; hJm- on CJ:'UCial, iss~.tes • 
. E~ce~t}.+~: .c;~~:t.~~q;.;visib.\e _An~· p_qb~ic;iz~d·. ca_EI.-e", 
' Ga~ct,atn._os_:·nQ~ -,~q~~a·_ h~_s· i·n.~~l(ence ~to- _a·d~~ess \the 

quest,iQn ; oE¢-·tJ;u~.f·•?C-~'sses- .c:ommi t ~eel -by :th' · '.~x.~reme 
r.tg})1;; ln~tElF\Salvaaor. In this -regard he: is' repre­
sentative o~ .<t~'e main"stream of the officer corps, 
who~;~e· p~t!Dat'}t .. cQn.cern is the destruction of the 
in-surgency. ·He accepts the grim reality that some 
innocent people will be harmed in the attempt to 
attain that goal. L__ ____ ___j 

I 

~fter enlisting in 1956, Garcta rose rapidly 
through the Ar~ ranks. He attended the War College 
in ~fexico during 1966-70 and toqk an orientation 
tour of the Panama Canal zone in 1963. Garcta j~ 
married and has four daughters. He will be. 48 on 25 
June. 
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