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~ DECLARATION OF THE YOICE OF CAMBODIAN WOMEN
- AGAINST THE USE OF LANDMINES IN CAMBODIA

= On the occassion of this mee ting in Phnom Penh on 23 F cbruary 1993, participants of this
- meeting which include: 10 women representing women from provinces whose lives have
. been most affected by landmines, representatives of women disabled by landmines, local
and mnternational NGOs who have programs addressing womens development needs in
_ Cambodia, local government and international orgamzation representatives who have
- programs related to landmines in Cambodia, ministers and sovernment officials; have

-
e

~ examined and searched for causes and solutions to the enommous problems caused by the
- presence of mullions of devastating landmines in the agricultural land, villages and forests
throughout Cambodia. We have: ' '

- Reaffirmed the beliefs and the determination of the United Nations Unrversal Declaration
- of Human Rights, articles 3, 5, 12 and 28 and the Declaration on the Protection of Women
- and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict, as well as stated in the constitution of the
~ Kingdom of Cambodia. Article 32 of Chapter 3 and Articles 32 and 54 of Chapter 4.

- Reathirmed that women and children’s rights have been recognized by the world as
fundamental rights which include the nghts to associate freety with others in goodwill,
~harmony and the right to live in peace, happiness and freedom. o

- Recognized that the rate and extensive presence of landmines is the greatest obstacle to

social and cconomic development as well as a major factor in the destruction of the well-

being and happiness of society, particularly for women and children, who lack equal
opportunities for intellectual and material development to enable them to live in peace.

- - Clammed that the use of landmines in Cambodia is a violation of basic rights of the
A Cambodian people and an act of contempt for the lives of Cambodian women and
‘chuldren, which is clearly guaranteed by the international covenants on human rights,
particularty the Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and
Armed Conflict and the Convention on the Raghts of Women which was signed again mn
1991 by Samdech Preah Norodom Sihanouk Varaman as chairman of the Supreme
National Council (SNC). : C -

- Strongly desired to encourage and protect the dignity of the rights of women to cnable
‘them to fully participate in the development of democratic decision-making within the
family and society. o -

: Recognized that the use of landmines in Cambodia is causéd by the violence of all of the
opposing forces in Cambodia, which have been unable to control their hatred and oreed

throughout the past two decades and who instead prefer to use landmines to serve their
own violent intentions.
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_ tl’e Dcr*lamtm of Sqmdeuh Pr-..,ah Bat }*{dfodcm Slhanauk oY araman, the K
N Cambodlil, on Octobcr 1994 in Wthh the ng, in recoomnon ot the level of dystmmon
~ caused by the U;Sv of 1andmmes in Cambodia, reqLested that "the use and placing of

~ landmines be severely and definiti ely condemned and further that the users and placels of
o lﬁndmm S and rmna..s thumslves be Pl a«:ed outalc.c: the law.” '

'_'..socml cultural, civil and all other rights without discrimination on the base of racs, color,
Cosex, ldnauacfe reh OIL pohth,al or othcr Opuuon nanonal or socml origin. prOpem bmh
___:__..___:m stams o , IR o R S

- SUpportud thﬂ Po.smon of the Royal Cambodlan Government on landmunes delivered by
:"j'___'ﬁ'sta..,r I*‘*ng ;_*Iouly at the Cenfereme of Gox emment Experts on "the 1980

W capons Conv éntzon held in Geneva 8-19 August 1994, We also wholuheartcdb suPport
lng of

o On thfi OuCaSSIOIl Ofthls meetmﬂ we ha"&.t, a:,rr:ed on [hlS LlardHOﬂ and are d tcmuned to

ucqnstruct CﬁﬂlbOul& so that it will be free of landmines and the people can live safely,

1lly, equally and freely, enabling women to aftain peace and political, economic,

’?) Jxpmzﬂ_ using every possible means and forum, to all conflicting parties in Cambodia to

stop trying to gain victory by destroving the lives of their enemies by placing landmines in
agriculatural Iand villages and torest::. so that these areas may be used to benefit all

' humans and ammals m h..1ppme<;s ab statw..d m tne COIlSHtUIlOn.} Amdes 52, 52and 54,

o Lrﬁ'@ all suppO rters of the wamnﬂ parties in Cambodia to cease providing landmines and

encourage all parties to resolve all conflicts nomviolently, without the use of force.

' __landn:unea and other ﬁplomves ThlS would promdc an excellent oppoﬂumh« tor umatmo
~ apositive ﬁn“ure for Cambodian womer, so that no more will become mdomd or
- disabled, zmd no more children will become orphaned by the same cause.

4‘* Appeal to ewrv coumrv ‘which manufauturﬂs any r'vpe of landmine to umncdmtph halt

__produa.non of landrmnr:s ThlS mstrument of de ath not only dﬂstrm s the lnes or thc
N encmw bu‘i also that of Aﬂ mcn womem chﬂdr n ammals ;md the em‘;ronment

' *ﬂ) Se ‘\ :,upoort from th-* people of all s..,ounmcs which produ:e landmines in cailing for a
total ban on the use, production, sale, transfer, export and stockpiling of these devastating

weapons. Landmines not only destroy the nations which use them. but also harm the lives
of the workers who work in factories producing them. The chemicals which workers
absorb 1n their bodies. water and air can harm thcm. as may acmdents '

6) Appeal to the United Nations Security Council to monitor the manufacture of

landmimes. These deadly instruments, which devastate lives and communities. should be
banned and a penalty put on those who produce, sell or transfer them to warring partes of
any conilict, particularly in Cambodm .,

7) Urge to the United Nations Center for Human Rights to use every possible means

to momtor the practice of respect for rights and frssdoms of people throughout the world.
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. 8 ) Encourage all do nors | al

e

e mternatlonal commumtv to contribute more funds for de-
ining activities throucr:cut the world, particularly in Cambodia. In addition we appeal to
thﬂ W orld Bank, International \[onetary Fund, Asian Development Bank and other
international orgamzatum to nnpose strict cnteria and sanctions agamst any Uovermnents

which use money lent by the. Bank for weapons. andfor othctr rmhtarv puruha&-‘*s mstuad of
buying materials for dev elopment

Simultaneo_usly, we :C ambodian women decided to.f

1) Contmue our appeals N every fora usmcf all means, and increase our efforts to educate
the pubhu about the devastating effe:..ts of landmines until Cambodia is free from mines

and Cambochan w omen are able to beneﬁt from the resourcw of Cambodm g Lmd zmd
.waters mthout m)mes - |

") Lrﬂe aH members of souen regardless of sex, age, political affiliation or status to
participate in creating and maintaining a peaceful world, particularly in Cambodia. Peace

education and conflict resolution must be con51dered as a foundatlon for prewentma and
sohving both mternal and mtemanonal conflicts. o

3) Enuouraoe thm use of aH media networks and swstems to plav a role m

encouraging a change in social behaviour, in enhancing the understanding of humanitv,
tolerance, security and peace, and in promoting the recognition of the fact that Cambodmn
women ham: thr: n_ht to live | m happmess and peas.,e like othcr Womcn m the world.

4) Appealto' 'thévaal Cambodian Government to care for the disabled citizens, provide
compensation and shﬂlb tr:nmncr as Wt’:ﬂ as value thmr s.,ontnbunon to souet\« as that of aH

' oth*r Cambodmns

'3} For the abom meqnoned reasons, the partmpants of this meeting agree to continue to

advocate against the use of lanam_mes to enable Cambodian women to engage in
intellectual and material development and fully participate m rebuilding our nation and thu..,
whole world. The pamupants of the seminar are determined to use every possible meanb

to carry out the plan of action as dﬂfmcd by the above mennonc:d four pomts and ag:r
upon at thxs meatmc mn Phnom Pﬂnh on the ’73 F ﬂbnmrv 199‘* o --
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