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Collective Action in Kent: an Extraordinary Response to COVID-19

Planning an exhibit takes dozens of drafts, and editing down is an important step. There was so much information both
about the pandemic and Kent in 2020 that I couldn’t possibly include it all. I had to focus on what visitors should gain and
only include the information necessary to achieve that take-away. A challenging part of writing the panels was organizing
the information so it can be easily digested, with the most relevant points at the top and visuals to break up walls of text.

Next steps for this exhibit is to be installed at the Kent Museum. After a limited run, the panels can be re-used again in the
future. The longer time passes from COVID-19, the more important it is to educate the next generation on what happened.
Additionally, the “GKHS Exhibit Planning Guide” can be used to plan exhibits in the space after Collective Action in
Kent closes.

Purpose & Impact

The purpose is to create an exhibit for the Greater Kent Historical
Society that follows their updated interpretive plan and to create a
document to guide volunteers through future exhibits.

The first outcome is to completely prepare educational panels for an
exhibit about Kent community members showing unity and bravery in
the face of unprecedented times. The target audience is Kent
community members and their allies who are interested in local aid
distribution. The exhibit will be representative of many local
nonprofits, volunteers and workers, and the community members that
they serve. We hope that this exhibit advertises local organizations
still in operation, and that visitors feel they can get involved in local
community service initiatives. 

The second outcome is creating an outline for future GKHS volunteers
who want to create exhibits. Using my experience creating
Collective Action in Kent, I explained the general process of
exhibit creation. The purpose and impact of this document is to ease
and quicken the process of planning future exhibits at GKHS.

Ellis, L. (2020, September 30). What’s happening in Kent? A documentary film about Summer 2020 in Kent, WA, https://youtu.be/YW7KcV2i11o?feature=shared

An Exhibit for Greater Kent Historical Society & “GKHS Exhibit Building Guide”

Greater Kent Historical Society runs the Kent Museum located in Kent,
WA. Kent was incorporated in 1890, and is the second oldest
incorporated city in the county after Seattle. Kent was settled by
European-American pioneers, and much of its history the population
stayed relatively small. In the past 30 years, Kent population has
increased drastically- by approx. 100,000 people. The city is now one
of the most ethnically diverse in the nation, with 130 different languages
represented in the school district. 

The Kent Museum does a wonderful job of teaching the early history of
the city through its current exhibitions. However, the museum is looking
to more accurately represent modern residents by featuring a
community focused exhibit on the first floor.

Greater Kent Historical Society (GKHS) recently updated their
interpretive plan and is looking to install an exhibit that fits its new goals.
The exhibit is about local response to COVID-19 and was requested by
members of the community who participated in aid distribution. It will
serve as representation for the audience that requested it and show that
the community in Kent is resilient in the face of crisis.
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Excerpts of all deliverables are on the right. The first deliverable is the Greater Kent Historical Society and Kent Museum
Interpretive Planning document (outlined in orange). This document is the standard for the museum. It outlines project
description, goals, audience, and desired visitor outcomes. Another deliverable is a plan for Collective Action in Kent:
an Extraordinary Response to COVID-19. The final deliverable is the “GKHS Exhibit Building Guide”. This document will
help volunteers plan exhibits that take the new interpretive plan into account (outlined in yellow).
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