
Land system. (Kung-yang commentary) -54- planlgye surok, ch~nje kos~l,sang

p.103, 5:l8a. i (planlgye starts with the Kung-yang discussion of the tithe.

Ch'un-ch'iu, p.325 of Legge, Duke

p. 27, trans lation, p. 329. "This enactment was contrary to rule. The

time an

is a ppended to paragraph 8 of the

Seuen (HSUan?\~/ti ), which Legge

(additional) tithe was levied from the

The Ts-chuan commentary (Chinese text, Legge,

translates IIFor the first

acre. II (~~1lih).

This commentary of the Kung-yang

gr'in contributed by the people should not have exceeded the tithe from the

system of mutual dependence (See Mencius, Ill, Pt. 1, iii. 6), having

Wi;Ji'i:n~zf~~·WeMth." ~~~.,~~.

Legge: ~ saysdhat according to this view, besides the produce of every

10th acre, cultivated by the common labouf of the fanners round it, and the pro-

perty of the s tate, duke S~uen now required another 10th from the produce

of the other 9 acres which every family cultivated for itself. And thiS

is probably correct. From the Analects, XII, ix, 3, we learn that, in

Confucius I time, two tenths of the produce of the aaB landwere levied by

the State, and it is most likely that we have in the text the first

imposition of the second of these. Kung(yang) and Kuh (Liang), however,

think that the text only speaks of the abandonment of the&~

.~RIDtakmMmxmfmKbemPK8.ancient system of Be the cultivation of the

public tenth ofx the land by the common labour of the husbandmen in the

different plots around it, and the'ldividing itanong them, and then

requiring from each family a tenth of thea produce of its allotment.

The Klang-he (K'ang-hsi) editors ~rely say that Hoo Gan-kwoh maintains

this view, while Choo H~ (Chu Hsi) preferred that of Too Yu, founded on

Tso-she I S remarks, without giving any opinion of their 0\-10. II

1 am 4·t

entitxleu i 16

GIOD ~() \ (Chien-pen fu- Baff.

'J.\ 'l"I~~ )~ '1 ~ )
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Land system (Kung-~yang commentary) -55- P'an'gye surok, ch~nje kos~l,sang

) ,

)

) .

). (Note of Ho Hsiu. At

). What does he mean by lito levy a

by the people and the people were not

(in working on) th'\ kung-t'ien(/t1effort

and inspected the rows?(

); he means to levy a shui tax in accordance

for the first time(

the moo (

ith walking through the

(p1an'gye skips the first couple of commentaries mi from the Kung-yang

of Ho Hsiu ~~commentary which read: (the chu-su includes the commentary

of the Han and Hsil Yen( t{f'1f1 )of the T'ang)

IVlla t does fdam~K (the text, Confucius) mean by (/flJ

the time Duke Hsuan was not trusted

103, 5:18a

Iv/~ ~ willing to give XB all their

~~~ therafore, he walked through

tv' \j alllJixqlfllUirn1XJ!JHn1lmJIDln!JPIlIbxJ)ltIIII!IJIK~l&JDlIinUl:Jj2Ink&liDU<JII.%~uun~;Ji1¥l1lleIlkaxq

anu chose the best land (mou) and the best grain (crops) and levied a

Commentary of HsU Yen: AS for (the Kung-yang) phrase,

"\fuat is meant by for the first time ll , the regulations for fu-shui (taxation)

~ere standard procedure in the state, so (Kung-yang~ Kao) is saying that
\~hy

he doesn't understand »' now (all of aKsa sudden, ConfuciUS) is saying

IIfor the first time ll
, and so he asks the qaastion. As for the phrase,

"What is meant by, lito levy a shu! tax on the mou"?II, to levy a tithe was
Kung-yang

an ancient regulation of enlightened kings. Because (£mHXHEXax) doesn't

understand why now (all of a sudden) Confucius changes the term (from

shih-i the tith~-- ) to levying a shui tax on mou, he is asking the

question.
he levied

Kung-yang corom.: "\fuy ~oes (Confucius) write "xmxhJql a shui tax

on the moo for the f1 rs t time"? As a form of ridicule (ch· fuy

would he want to ridicule this? Because he is ridiculing the fact that

for the first time (the duke) walked through the fields (mou) and levied

a shui tax on them. Why would he want to ridicule the fact that (the

duke) for the first time levied a tax on the mou? (Ho Hsiu commentary:

On the basis of the fact that they \",ere (already) using the land tax (t'ien-fu

......-t /,j, ..... ) , you dun't say "for the first time, an you also don't (shouldn't)

say levy a shui tax on moue (HsU Yen commentar~ on Ho Hsiu's commentary:



Land system (Kung-yang commentary) -56- ~'an'gye surok» ch~nje kos~l, sang

103:5:1Ba (Ch'un-ch'iu kung-,~g8 chuan chu-su, 16:Ba)

tax on the mou for the first tim~" in order to ridicule it, means he

the mou." But nmv for him to in particular use the phrase, lito lev)/lg a

). Since) in the spring of the 12th year of iU(

\.Jhat Ho Hsiu is referring to is the adoption cf the land tax
\

the adoption of the land tax also constitutea a reform of ancient (precedent)

the first time.' Also he should not have said lito levy a shui tax on

and a change of standard regulations, (Confucius) shoUld not have saia» IIfor

(t'ien-fu

labor tax
a

reqUired/cooperative,
/)) to the extent of 1/10 (

(Kung-yang). In ancient times they

was criticizing this.

,
(Ho Hsiu commentary: One tenth means that they borrowed the labor of the

8b
l6:8a-ilIRK

people and for every 10 parts they gave (to the people), the people themse~es

took one part as the (tax on?) the kung-t'ien f~ r.tJ ).

of 1/10?

It was in fact several, not one (tenth?).)

P'an'gye picks,-- Kung-yang text:
up the text here:

~labor service) tax

~~HO Hsiu:

i.Jhy was it that in ancient times they levied a chu

Kung-yang: The tithe was the most appDopriate and correct tax in

the empire. For t hem to have levied more than one-tenth would have
illst ruler of Hsia

been equivalent to being a big-bad Chieh(ta-chieh-2 ), or a small

Chieh. (£ Ho Hsiu commentary--omittea by P'an'gye: To take more from the

people for extravagant expenditures would be comparable to the behavior

of Chieh. BsU Yen's subcommentary. Chieh of the Hsia levied heavy taxes

on the people w~thout standards (reason). This was equivalent to the

present practice of taxing the people at a greater rater than 1/10,

as for example at a rate of 4/10 or 5/10, which was eauivalent to the

worse form of avarice, like Chieh. To tax at the rate of 2/10 or 3/10

would be a smaller form of avarice, like Chieh ••• )

:barbarians of the north).

For them to have ~ levied a tax less than 1/10
or small

being a great!..!!!9(

would have been equivalent



Land system (Kung-yang commentary) -57- P'an'gye surok, ch~nje kos~l,sang

103:5:18a

PG

omits (Ho Hsiu commentary: the barbarian mo had no expenses for the upkeep

of the shrines to earth and fertiliey (sajik) or to imperial ancestors

(chongmyo) or for %kex a bureaucratic system~ so their taxes were light •••• )

HsU Yen's suboommentary: To tax at the rate of 1/14 or 1/15 would be

equivalelt to the worst form of Mo barbarian light taxation, and to tax

at the rate of 1/12 or 1/13 would be a mild form of this ••• Therefore, if one

taxed at a rate greater than 1110, one would be ridiculed (criticized) for acting

like Chieh, but if one taxed at a rate less than one tenth, one would be

shamed for being like the mo barbarians. ThiS is the reason why the tax

rate of 1/10 was not changed by the Three Kings, and that is why the tradition

comparies it by saying that it was the mffit appropriate and correct (tax

rate) .

Kung-yang: The one/tenth tax rate was the most appropriate and

correct in the empire. When the tithe was put into effect, sOq§s of

praise were made.

~~~ Ho Hsiu says: (What is meant by) a song of praise was the 80ng of

- Great Pt:ace (T'ai-p'ing ko ... ;rf-~Y,;l ), which was caused by the lofty
11) ~~ I ~ 1:

and pure behavior of emperors and kings (ti-wang chih kaO-ChihVrr~~~~)

i:KWilEal:tilmUDUllIlixUlJdllUDxmtmBmHlllXtdxmxmxxxxxxx~The Spring and Autumn Annals

have several ten thousand commentaries (chin -chuan~~" )~ and

limitless indications of intent (Chih-i~t :as to what Confucius meant?)

••. (two phrases omitted from Ho HSiu's commentary by P'an'gye), but

this (phrase) alone says that sons of praise were made, meaning that as

far as the people are concerned, eating is what is basic. Starvation and

cold are both extreme (forms of suffering?). Even if lao and Shun personally

transformed (the people?, were alive to influence the people? ~1~ )
they could not cause the fields to

~
t2Health and poverty coexist ( ~

,~

of robbers and brigands. /

). and even if Kao Toao~~ )



Land system (Kung-yang commentary) -58- p1an'gye surak, ch~nje kos~l, sang

103:5:18a
(Ch'un-ch'iu

Kung-yang chuan
chu-su, 16 :8b)

(Minister of Shun, XBXpmHK knowledgeable in t~ principles of the law,

he established law, regulated punishments and penalties and made prisons.)

were regulating the laws, he could nat make the land be free of Kt

hills? (perversity?

sages regulated the

) and weakness. This was the reason why the

the well-fields and divided up i (the land)

Ha Hsiu of
in accor~nce with the population. (k'ou fen-chih ). One man

the Han describ~

and his wife received 100 mou of land (t'ien), and with it they provided for

the well-fielJ
their father, mother, ~iXHX wife, and son--5 people making one family

and with 10 mou (set aside) to be the public fielu (kung-t'ien). This
system

is what was called "taxing at the rate of 1/10". (shih-i erh shui,
And there was 2 1/2 mou (set aside) for cottage land (lu-she ) .

(,... ).

In general, 8 families (occupied) 9 ~KkiH ch'ing( ~ :100 mou)

which constituted 1 well-field (ching ), which was called a well-field

(ching-t'ien). (p1an'gye omits the next phrase: Cottages were located

within (the well fields, inxxa inside), the purpose of which was to honor

). Public fields (kung-t'ien) were next in order,peo~le (~ kuei-je

Private fields were located on the outside, (and thiS indicated) that
.f,

(and their existence indicated) that the public interest was taken seriously.

A,~.C~~ r'~E p_rivaTthee(interest) was held in low esteem.)

~:.~~~ , principles of the well-field system were (as follows): (1) that

there be no leaking out (loss) of the spirit (quality) of the land (??)

161: )JX~(HsU Yen's commentary, on 16:9a says

that thiS phrase ~eans that before the winter season, the people would

help one another in ploughing the fields); (2) that there would be

no wasted labor (excess expenditure of effort?) on the par" of anyone

family (? )(HsU Yen's commentary says that

thms means there would be mutual interchangeability in the quality of

the land--ti-chi hsiang-t 'fung 1 ); (3) that they would

share the same customs (~ .~ len says thiS means that they

would cultivate together and C':'::iY.t~lI1U ually)( i1/7~ ~ );
afu.tf.t, frl-l ,,? fM'lI' CVJ~·



In theof grain in order to prevent against natural di~aster and harm.

middle of the fields it was not allowed to have trees that would interfere

Land system (Kung-yang commentary) -59- P'an1gye surok. chonje kosol, sang

(4) that it would harmonize skills and clumsiness (/~ .:154'~ )
(HsU Yen comments that this means that people would together manage their

ploughs). (5) that it would promote the circulation of goods (' ~~

103, 5:l8b
JKi¥xj~Ji

(Ch'un-chliu
Kung-"ng chuan
chu-su, 16 :8b­
9a) J; (. / (HsU Yen commentas that the exchange of well-field land would promote

el'~- ~ benevolence and righteousness, ~nd that the exchange of goods between

..~_~ l, ~ those{:~:n::e t::p:n:h~:::tw::c:::n:: :~::i::S f::::::::: "Because

\yV vruvV~ well fields were regarded as markets (shih ). it was the customs to

~ ~ fJ call them shih-ching( f If :market fields». (NB planlgye resumes

\:( I r~ ~ct here:) In planting grain, it was not allowed to plant (only) one kind
~~
;Y\~

~: q,-b

with the five grains. Around the cottage they planted mUlberry trees,

reeds, and various vegetables, 5 hens, 2 sows, g~urds and fruit.

They planted tkx half (a mou? in this?). The women worked at H&K¥~

raising silkworms and weaving (silk cloth) so that the old people

could e wear silk and obtain meat to eat, and the dead received funerals~.

BIJllIXKmtullKlllUlliiDaJiooIlXllIlXJlUUllllllRlllllBSiJI"IX~~miDuall1illqllus::s~If a family had more than

five people, these (extra people) were called yu-fu( ), and they

received a standard allotment of 25 mou.

Every lO well-fields (was responsible) for together furnishing l

war chariot (cart)

The ssu-kung( ~ tQ: ) carefully distingUished between high tglDBlii

and low, good and bad land and divided it into three classes. Superior

land (shang-tlien was cultivated once every year. middle land

(chung-tlien ) was cultivated once every two years. and inferior land

(h1Ea-t l ien ) was CUltivated once every three years, sofuat it

was not possible just for people with fertilei land to propser and those with

po~r land to suffer. FOr this reason every three years there was a complete

change of land and residence. so that property was equalized and labor

(distribution) made fair (piing). Only (the no. of) war carts was fixed.



Land system (Kung-,ang commentary) -60- p1an1gye surok, ch~nje kos~l, sang

In the central li~ was located a school(-) .

and strengthening the state (ch'img-kuo

This was called equalizing the labor of the people (chUn min-li~~ ~7?)

\~). If families were located
l ~

in the fields (their household residences) were called lIcottagesll (lu ~),

and if they were located in villages (i , they were called li( ).

One li consisted of 80 households, and 8 families lived tOgether~n one~
~).

103, 5:18b
(Ch1un-ch1iu
Kung-yang chuan
shu-su, 16:8b-9a)

..,
The li-cheng was comparable to the shu-jen( 1

~I'-

(their relationship) to the petty officials of the

(kuan-su'W' ~ ).
common people) in

magis~rate. ~
In the spring and summer the people went out into the fields, and

Elders of high virtue were selected and called fu-lao(! ), and
make arguments ' ~J?:' J- /

those who were able to defend cases strongly ana valiantlY(~~~lt~

were made li-cheng(~ :village headmen). All of them received

double land allotments (p"ei-tlieni If)J and were allowed to ride

horses. ) were comparable to the san-lao( --, )~
subordinate officials ~

and hsiao-tiKkwm( ), who werea~H~ya..

104, 5: 19a

in the fall and winter they came in to guard the (town) walls and

suburbs. In the spring, \~en~e fields were being cultivated, the fu-lao

and the li-cheng would open the gates in the morning, sittnng on top of

(too late), were not allowed to go out. In the evening, anyone not carrying

--the shu( ). Thosw who came along leisurely at a later time

wood for fuel was not allowed in. After the five grains were all harvested,

the people all resided in their houses. The li-cheng kept after the

~!~ ?~people to spin thread (7 ' ~~.~ ) and the men and women

in the same wards spent night after night spinning so that women workers

in one month produced 45 days (worth of thread?). (And they kept up

spinning) from the 10th month through the end of the first month, and then

stopped. If the men and women had anything that they resented, they

would follow one another in mutual succession and sing (complain? compose

songs, poems) about it. The hungry Would sing about their food, and
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2liX
10 , »%Xixxi 5:19a those who laborexed (hard) would sing about their wokr. Men who reached
(Ch'un-ch'iu Kung-

yang-chuan chu-su, 16: the age of 60 and women who reached the age of 50, if they had no sons,
iimx9a)

woula be clothed and fed by the magistrate. He would make them look for poems

(1) among the people. (Those from) the hsiang( ) would be sent to

the i( ~ ), and those from the i sent to the kuo, and in the kUO(~ )

it would be heard by the Son of HLaven. Thus the king would know completely

what the hardships were in the empire without leaving his windows and doors;

l03:5:l9b without X going down from his (audience) hall, he would know everything

in the four directions.

I the 10th months after the work (of mrvesting1) was finished, the

fu-lao would give instruction in the school (chiao-shih ~._.~ ). hildren

at the age of 8 sui would study the Small Learning (Hsiao-hsUeh); at the

As for those learned in the ~all Learning,
I~ ~'I

would every year present as tribute (JiB. ffJ_ )the feudal lords (chu-hou)

and the bright ones from the hsiang-hsU would transfer to the National

Academy (kuo-hsUeh :J ,Vb ).

age of 15 sui, they would study The Great Learning (Ta-hsgeh). The bright
-' I I I

wJ~ ones among them Would transfer to the hSiang-hsUeh(:fl $;)' a nd the

bright ones from the hsiang-hsUeh would transfer to the hSiang-hsU(

to the Son of Heaven those who were talented in the Small Learning. As for

those learned in the Great Learning, the brightest among them would ordered

\
(given) the title of tso-shih(~ :accomplished scholar). If their

behavior was the about the same and their talents matching (equal) (11),

they would be differentiated by shooting (arrows), and only then given the

rank of scholar (shih ~ ). On the basis of their talent and ability
selected ~

they would be presented and app»iHxlUl (chin- Ch'UJi.,J1~ ), and the

ruler (chiln ), on the basis of an examination of their mHXxE merit,

woul appoint them to office.

The surplus from three year's worth of cultivation would provide

a one year reserve, and the surplus from 9 years of cultivation would

provide a 3 years I reserve; and the surplus of 30 years of cultivation would
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ten
provide i years l reserve. So even though (the country) met with the floods

like T'ang and Tao( ~). or the drought of Yin and Y'ang( t».. -;,is
the people would have nothing to fear, and within t he four seas, there \vould

5:19b

I If

be none who were not happy in their occupations. And that is the reason

why (the Kung-ya g commentary)says, "songs of praise were made."

(HsUan-kung 15th year. Kung-yang chuan).

(Note. (Appears to be P'anlgye's commentary): The explanation of

Ho Hsiu is about the same as 'that contained in the pan-Ch1h(~t~,.

Han-shu) , except for the phrases that 10 well fields (are supposed to) prOVide

5:20a 1 chariot (cart), and 1 11 (~ ) contains 80 households, etc. , in

which (Ho Hsilis's commentary) differs slightly (from that of Pan Ku).

rIt would seem that RaHXXKt the Pan-chih (Han-shu) should be regarded as

correct.

1 also note ) speak in great

detail about the well-field system of fo~er kings, but when you

nevertheless in the period duri g the height of the Chou dynasty

) ,

l"

), not all the land was divided up

This is the reason why Mencius (while) inpat~e·rn•

), also spoke of the people in the fields (yeh

investigat~ the (sections of) the Chou-li under the (desc riptions of)
I ,

) and chang- jen( tn./the posts of • (/.-0 ), and (thesU-Jen

~ )XIB.B and
,Jb,description of) the land (types) of hsiang( su( ) ,

then the land is not given out (in the form) of well-fields, but are

only (subdivided) by dikes and streams (kou, hsU~il ) . 10 men (iu )

the so-called ts'ai-ti ~ ), an in the lands outside t e capital

domain (chi-wai chih ti~ l~ ~). xHHXK the land was organized into

well fi~lds (ching-t'ien), 8 families (lived) together (on the) well

~field, and cooperated (chu ~ ) in the cul tivation of the kung-t lien,

(ch'eng-Chou chih shih

in the well-field

..---~~
T'ang( ~l.

have a (are organized into) a kou(i, ), and they themselves pay 1/10
though

(the crop) as a tax (fu ). Even/in the tu and pi( )(that is,

J



It was only that in rectifying the

) J which they

p1an'gye surok, ch~nje kosol, sang

Lord Shang, or Shang ~ Yang,:i.e.

everything was that way. (The above section is what the classics and

their commentaries (Ching-ChUan~~i ~ describe as the well-field system) •

~and system (Kun -yan ~ommentary)

~~ - ~ w7
104, 5:20~~VJV as cooperating (ChU~ ) in the payment of (cultivation of) 1/9

~\~ vO) ~\' (of the land, the fields), while the people in the cent~r of thewuntry

~~,~\).\{iY (kuo-chung ) paid a 1/10 (tax) (shih-i

(', J.~~~;fI""fvv ; themselves paid a6 tax (fu .

~ JV
1

land boundaries that one man (fu) had to (be granted) 100 mou, and that
~~ I rV (regard):b1~1 ~ in taxing the people (ch'ti-min"u...... ,·.,.. ,they had to tithe them. In this,

~w
. ~ ~ ~-Chi?) In the third year of Duke Hsiao of Ch'in (Ch'in Hsiao-kung

if1JoI' ~~ I"", ), he adopted Yang of \.Jei I s reform of the laws (modified

laws?). ( ~~~ l '~"'J~

There are three places were klai ch'ien-me is mentioned in

) the <boli tion of the well-fields and he 1I0pened up ch' ien-me"

(MY NOTE:

In the twelfbh year he ordereQ'A\ (surname Kung-sun Yang of the state of Wei)
-1 or \1-; 0.-> ,.

t\~O~' ( prY (q<ling

~~v(,P T\ S~ (\?fa
~ ~b~!J \'1\1
YJ~

the Shih~chi. The first is chuan 5 (p.23a of the Wu-chou t'ung-wen-shu-chu

Harvard Index edition, and p.203, and Vol. 1, p.203 of the Peking, 1962

Chung-hua shu-chU edition--the one I am using). This is the pen-chiC ~~)

of the state of Chi in. plan1gyels phrase may be a paraphrase of the

Shih-chi, because the pen-chi entry is slightly different:

"Third year.

changing the laws

We Yang (Lord Shang) talked to Duke Hsiao about
" ~~.Y rectifying (

(pien-f ..oz..- Z41 and reforming punishments (hsiu-hsing "
-,

and (urged that) internally, he should strive to promote agriculture, and

externally to encourage (the people) with rewards an punishments to

fight to the death. H Duke Hsiao thought what he said was good.
\

Kan Lung( __~ ) and Tu Chih( ) and others did not think so,

and they fought together against him. Finally (the Duke) adopted

Yangls method (reforms)(fa) and the common people regarded them as

difficult (burdensome i1" ), but after three years, the people regarded
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104, 5: 20a. them as convenient. Then (the Duke) appointed Yang to be Tso-shu-chang

)

These matters are discussed in the section on Lord Shang) .
').- ) ••• In the 12th year, aXil they built Hsien-yang and••.

villages b
Chi in moved its capital there. They combined several small hsiang-chill r~

~V I ) of the

T'ang--that a hsiang consisted of 12,500 families) and combined them to

( {y t~{'
(Shang-chUn ,~

(note 6-cheng-i commentary by Chang Shou-chieh(
\..

make a large hsien. Each hsien had 1 ling( I~ :magistrate). And

with regard to the land, they opened up the xki ch'ien and mo (/~\ ~1f\~

Commentary by Ssu-ma Cheng of the T'ang: roads going north-south and

east-west) •.•. ln the 14th year, they levied the fu (jU~ :tax) for the

first time. (Commentary of P'ei Yin(t .~ )of the Sung) that this

was the laws regulating the kung-fu (tribute and taxes); commentary by

Chang Shou-chieh of the T' ang that this was the chnn-fu(
'"

).

( Other entries in the larvard index are 6/47a, l5/25B, and 68/5a.
The last refers to the Lieh-chuan iography of Lord Shang.

i Vol. 7, p. 222~ of the Peking 1,62 edition has Shang Yang's justificatio
for institutional reform

7:2230 descriies the system of -ntual surveillance that was established,
the giving of rank for military merit, penalties for private feuding, for
la~iness

7:2232 contains again the statement about consolidating the villages
into hsien, 31 in number, with ling and chleng magistrates. And "on ehalf
of the land, he opened up the ch lien and lIlO and PileTfd~pund~ earth
as Boundaries. (k'ai ch'ien-mo feng-ehliang ~1 r~~~~ ),
and the taxes (fu-shui) was tD fair. (piing)." ~ 7'

~
Chu Hsi said: All those who have commented on the a.olition of

the well field system a nd the opening up of the Chi ien and mo regard the

word "k'ailt (pm open up) as meaning "to open and esta'blish. "To open up"

means that the Ch'in abolished the well fields and for the first time

estaolished the ch'ien-mo. But this is not a correct interpretation of

the fs:ock~~ of the matter. The ch'ienand mo were regarded in old

interpretations as being the roads Between the fields. In general, in accordance
~

with the 'boundaries and subdivisions (~~ ) of the fields, they

regulated their dimensions (breadth and narrowness) and distinguished

:£JI:l{ cross (paths) from longitudiaal ones in order to faciliate the movement of
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) ditches, and the (

This is what the Chou-Ii refers

) on top of the su( ) on top

of the kou ('; ) waterways, and the ( 'fa ) on top of the hstiK(:;...liz- )

canals, and the tao (roads ~ ) on top of the kuei(~ ) streams.

According to custom this is understood as meaning that the north-south (pathways)

104, 5:20b ~gwAmz people and goods back and forth.
1

to as the cheng(

were called ch'ien and the east-west pathways were called mo. It was also
and west ;t.;

said that the pathways leading east/from Ho-nan (-, I!::p-/ ) were saIled

ch'ien and those leading northand south were called mo. These two explanatims

are not the same. At the present time, on the basis of (my?i) investigation

of the figures for the menand families

of mou (they held) (under the) su-jen(

) of the amount

: section of t he Chou-Ii),

(I find) that we ought to take the latter interpretation as correct. In
,..- waterways \..L ~

general what is meant by mo( e) is a hundred. Since tre su and hsU L1)l;n.u

(

ran lengthwise and the pathways also ran lengthwise, thus the pathways

) because in between the su (r K( )
ther~ were 100 mou and in between the hsU( ~) there were a hundred

;'

fu( ). Also the term ch'ien( ) meant a thousand. The kou and

( I~~ )kuei waterways ran across Ix (the fields), and the 04(1- ~ pathways also
I ..;;..-

ran across the fields, £0 that in between the kou ditches there was

1,000 mou and in between the kuei ditches there wQ$e 1,000 fu; thus

105, 5:21a the ( ) pathways were regarded as ch'ien( ). This was

how the name chi'ien-mo BxigiK&XeKx was obtained. As for io,ooO fu( )

of the stream, the Chou (put)? this outside (the other system?)~. In
with regard to

general,/the well field system of (the Chou-li section) on artisans
I

(chang-jen ), all four of the waterways, the su, kou, hslI , and
name of

kuei, the Chou »amKK ch'ien an~ mo was probably also ordered on the basis

1
(around which) there was a stream ( ) ), and a road (lu ) on top

of the fact that (some roads) ran crosswise and s orne lengthwise.

But the su was 2 feet Wide, and the kou 4 feet wide, the hsU 8 feet

and the kuei 2 ( ), so the moe chang ( , ) had 6 feet (in length).
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105, 5:21a
h­

The ching ( ~ l( ) permitted oxen and horses (to walk on it). The ( J )

permitted large vehiclesj the t1u( >C1f. ) permitted a one way vehicle

with riders, and a tao, a two way pathjxBx a lu, a 3 way path, so that it was

almost 2 chang ( )(wide). Because (these paths) used up a lot of water

and land that could not be used for cultivated fields, the former kings were

(,.l)

SAW THAT

saw that

the fact that the labor of the people

pmpte people who could not obtain land (to cultivate~),

-n,"~t.~and mo pathways Be

~keB (with waterways and roads)~~~w~~~eatand

for flood and drought and regarded this as a long-term plan

suffe

e the evil (problem) that the profit from the land ~KX

Lord Shang, because of his impatience carried out

because they had no choice but to do so, and their purpose was profound.

not without concern (about this), and they abandoned (the system). The
ma~p~ rectified

reason why (they)/EHEXxijBa the land boundaries,&KB put a stop to incursions

they..-Ml't'l!!

be used

(XB of lana) and disputes, K at the proper time stopped leaks, and made

~~ confined ~~fte~ cultivation to a limit of 100 mou,

co~~uc~f~~ernment, but it was only that h
~~ IA~'UA~

fii i: e{1 by ch I ien and mo pa thways , i-~1:' h

had something left over (was not being fully utilized So he opened up the

fields to ch'ien and mo (pathway divisions), and completely eliminated

prohibitions and limits (on the amount of land that could be cultivated

by in1ividuals and families), and allowed the people to accumulate land

) and buy and sell land in order to utilize the labor of the

people to the fullest and to provide for the reclamation of abandoned
d:;

land. All land was treated as arable land ( ~), and not an inch1s

worth was left (uncultivated), so that ~kRXK&X& there would be complete

utilization of the profits from the land. Thus, what the term, lito open"

(k'ai ) means is actually to break down, destroys, to root up and cut off,
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105, 5:21b and it is not a name for creat1'ng, establish1'ng, or s tt' (e long up a new

system). What is meant by ch'ien-mo( ) is thus the old KKii system

of the well-fields of the Three Ages (3 dynasties--Hsia, Shang, Chou), and

it was not something established by the Ch'in. In Han times, they were not

),

In t he time of Han \Vu-ti, Tung Chung-shu

explained to th~ king, saying: The ch'in adopted the law of Shang Yang

too far from ~e ancient period and this name still ex~ted, so ~at it

seems~~~till investigate the remnants of~~~e lords and

pursue their investigation and study

and changed the system of the emperors and kings (ti-wang chih chih\

officials of the w~olea were not able to
L•

of it and restore • what a pity it wasl
D.• J\.- !1.ffj ~ 7

SlY' ~~. c.- ,

~' --Han-shu (?):

eliminated the well-fields. The people were able to buy and sell land

and (the land of) the ~Kiax wealthy stretched across the (old) ch'ien

and mo boundaries, while the poor did not have enough land to stand an awl

5:22a on. The Han dynasty rose and continued (this system) and did not refoon

(iti to re tore) the old well-field system. Even thought it may be difficult

to put into practice all of a sudden, we ought to in some slight respect

app dra~~~eway of) the ancients and restrict the people

, -;I \1..1
in their occupation of the land. ( ~~/ ~ ). (Note: ming-t'ien

block the ~a~ path for accumulating (excess

In each ease limits would

Abandon slavery; eliminate

) .

).,
xjBxa~xmXm~K the authority of those with exclusive

P'an'gye's note? \\r means "to occupy land" (chan-tlien ,..

~"\ ----] ~\ be established to prevent the weal thy from :f surpass ing limitations • )( END NQTE)

~ By this means we will meet the needs of those who do not have enough

{

(shan pu-tsu

amounts of) land. ( chien-ping

rights to kill (slaves?), lighten taxes, and cut down on miscellaneous

labor service. Only (after these~ings) are don~,E&» san be have good

government. (END quct e?) But in the end, they could not adopt (Tung's plarUl).
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105, 5 ;22a At the beginning of Ai-ti( ~ )IS reign (Be 6--AD 1), Shih Tan

( ) $sisted in government and made a recommendation: Among the

sage kings of ~XK yore, there were none who did not establishe the

well fields, and only then could equitable (piing) government be

achiev~d. At the present time there was been peace for many generations.

The powerful and wealthy, the officials ad the people

mx~xkXK~KX~ are numerous (have a lot of property?
",",,""K'~':L

but the poor and the week are in even more difficulty. We ought to cut back

this to be discussed

) ana the Ta-ssu-kung
, ?

tha't?) 1~

and limit (wealth and property?) • The emperor ordered
...

~uby the ch'eng-hsiang(

( ~~ ), Ho ) . (Theyx
~

the feu al lor s (chu-hou) of the Ch'in and the princes (wang ) ,

The chu-hou and wang (feudal lords and princes) had 200 male and female

~WKS could obtain no more than 30 ching (300 mou) of ming-t'ien.

and the marquises (lieh-hou ) all obtained ming-t'ien(~ ).
the ducal lords

:fae; In the center of the country the marquises in Ch lang-an and/Kung-chu(! :E.. )
obtained ming-t'~en. The marquises and officials and people

tao and the area within the passes (kuan-nai) ~~in the hSien a

slaves, and the mar~uises (lieh-hou) ducal lords (kung-chu) had 100; and

the marquises withinthe passes (kuan-nei-hou 'O~ I. ) and officials

ana people (ii-min ./~ ) had 30. A time limit (was set) and ran out in

three years (for t he grant of ming-t'ien?). (The land) of violators was5:22b

paces made a mou. The ancient 100 mou waS equ ivalent to 41 Han dynasty

( ote: In ancient time 100 paces (pu) mau.e a mou. In Han times, 240

t the time the price of land, houses, and

• I." All
slaves was XK~xaK redu ed.", '1' 1 J '9'i5- ..G.

(Base and Doble and relatives.~=\;rtli;eJ~t!/lt1'''#J;;~ti,fjt~~
And the royal edict after a short while was not put into practic~ ~

confiscated by the officials.
f -r.

mou and ~~ 12 of the ancient ching (1200 mou) was equivalent to 5 Han

ching, )(END NOTE)
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105, 5:22b Note (Pan'gye); Since they were not able to restore the well-field

) .

), thereby equalizing taxes

). It was only that they did not knO\I how

). It appears that this was not put into practice,

limit the amount of land the people could possess (hsien-min ming(chan)

Chu Hsi in his ~aRKgmHt Kang-mu(
x;

was a deep pity that they did not really carry out the imperial edict

to regulate the limiting (of landholdings). If they had taken land

recommended to Han Hu(-ti) (that they limit landholdings), and by the

time of Ai-ti, Shih Tan recommended that they tliao the Ch'in(1~

copy the Ch'in system?), but in the end it was deemed unsuitable for

recent customs (11 l ~ 'FJr_
ijtJ ~ ) wrote about it saying:

as the basis and rectified the land boundaries, and in accordance with

the (number of?) people graded the~ what \~S received

ancient well field system, in fact they woul have obtained the intent

and in the end they had no good way to manage (it). Therefore, Tung Chung-shu

and the prOViding of military service, then even if it had not been the

(hsien-t'ien

(system), (they felt) they ought to order the limitation of landhodlings

(spirit, gist) of the well field system. Once this system was decided

(as harvest, as land allotments?

on, they could have ensured that a hundred generations would have (lived)

106, 5:23a

without evils (problems). If (on the contrary?) you take people as the

baSiS, investigate (the number of) able bodied male (ting::r-), a d

\ I

"
Afil1 tt
~/V

~~

determi e labor service, and calculate the number of people to divide

up and distribute (the land), then what with additions and reductions

it would be difficult to maintain a standard, and the land boundaries would

not be fixed. Even though you woul obtain temporary results, you could

not avoid the system again failling into disuses (being abolished). The

equal field system of the Sui and T'ang was like thiS. Even though the

two system in name are quite similar to one another, in terms of which

is really better and worse, they are really~ far apart~~f~.
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106, 5:23a In establishing a state and conducting government, deep thought ought

to be given to this. In later ages, if perhaps they wanted to allow

private land (ssu-t1ien ) and permit land to be bouxght and sold,

yet fixing and limiting it with restrictions (ting-chih wei hsien )a,

Furthermore, in ancient times, they levied the 1/10 tax, and it was considered

) .

, of the Han) said:~ In the past in the 6th monthHsun YUeh ('

elimination of taxes on people(g and?) fields.

of the 13th year of Emperor Wen (177 BC), the empermr decreed the

then this was not according to xmxx this (the correct) principle.

(Note: In recent times Ch' iu (11 =;fft ~ )'s point of

view is also similar to this, the idea that this is (a system) which

definitely cannot be put into practice.) (f5)Jw4 t=dl~

most appropriate and correct throughout the empire. At the present time

The beneiotence of the officials is superior to that

the Han dynasty, with regard ~o people ana fields, the tax rate might
~ IMr h s en fJ..~SJIt4lIrudL

1/100, which could be called~ (_ ~ -f :i"a Lei) S Qert? ve-ry -eemmeadabl..e~)

However, the wealthy, pow~rful, ana rich people occupy exceedingly large

amounts of land ( r.- )~~ ;"j;:tt~!l;r~
~~ =.An--tbe ""S' _jetity ~~f~~llectll(~

the majority of the

\~ -.6 \ J ~ ~ tpeople.
'-----=~--

of the Three Ages (HSia, Shang, Chou), but the cruel exactions of the

5:23b powerful houses (landlords) is worse than that of the fallen Ch1in dynasty.

This means that the benevolence of the throne XK does not penetrate

(down to the lower levels of the people), while ~XKKX authority and

happDDess is divided up by the powerfuL households. If at the present

time we do not rectify the basis (fOUndation-~ land boundaries

and taxes) and strive to e~~Jtaxe~~~will happen to be sufficient

(? ) to aid the wealthy an~~~~we:fu~:. I c

~ ~ V/(} (~)I\A
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106, 5:23b In general, land is the great basis (foundation) of the empire.

The principle of the Spring and Aumumn (annals, period) was that the

feudal lords (chu-hou) would not obtain exclusive (rights of control

over) fiefs (chuao-feng~tt ). and the official s (ta-fu*- )would

not obtain exclusive (rights of owner~hi ?) l.i"911;nd (ChUan-ti~~ ).

At the present time powerful people occup perhaps as much as several

hundred or several thousand xat»! ch'ing( ) of land, surpassing

ch'i

the princes and marquises (wang-hou). This (is equivalent to) they

themselves exerting exclusive control over fiefs (tzu chuan feng ~~~
And the purchase and sale of land means that they themselves exett

their
exclusive(rights of ~wnership) over/land (mai-mai t'ien i shih tzu chuan

ft}cfS _~~~).
In the time of Emperors Hsiao ,~ Wu (There's an emp. Hui, 194-187

but no Hsiao; \~ was 140-86 BC), Tung Chung-shu once recommended

limiting the people in their occupation of land (hsien min chan-t'ien

) .

). In the time of Mmperor Ai (BC 6-AD l~) they did limit

people in occupying land (hsien min chan-t'ien), and they could not (own)

more than 30 ch'ing. Even though these restrictions were imposed, in the

end, they could not be implemented. Nevertheless, 30 ch'ing was also

not a fair (limitation).

Fuethermore, with regard to the well-field sy~tem, (it is a system),

that ought (to be applied) at a time when the people (population) is

numerous. If there is a lot of land and only a few people, it cannot

be regarded as a possibility. However, if you want to abolish (the

well field system) in (areas) where there are only a few people but

establish it tt» in (areas) where the,e are large num~6S of people,

RRHxXX but if land has already (been concentrated) as wealth in the

hands of the wealthy and powerful, and you then establish regulations

(to limit ownership), it will give rise to feelings of resentment, and

it will give rise to reb llion, and the system will be difficult to implement.
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106, 5:23b If you look at it on the basis of this (consideration), then it appe rs
after

that if~ Kamxx Emperor Kao had first established the empire (Be 206)
after

and ~KxX Emperor Kuang-wu had carried out a restoration (chung-hsing)

5:24a (25 AD) when the popuulation was small, they had in some small degree

established (a land limitation scheme), it would have been easy.

Accordingly, if they had not completely prepared a well-field system,

they should have established 4~~U~~ for the occupation c£ land

on the basis of the number of persons (i k'ou-su chan-t'ien wei ii-k'o

V,ko.J;.IB~~ ), limited the people in obtaining (land) for

cultivation, and have not allowed the purchase a d sale (of land),

in 0 der to aid the poor and weak and prevent the excess accumula tion
chien-ping

of land ( ). Furthermore, would it not i deed have been

appropriate had established (this) system as a foundation?

( ~} ) . Even though institutions in ancient times

were different from the present, and the advantages and disadvantages

(of them) (differ) in accordance with the time, still in terms of their

grand outline and major principles, they are one and the same.

Tu Yu( d:. :T'ung-t'ien) says: Grain is what sustains the

lives of Xfta people and lana is what produces grain. People are governed
(If he has their grain)

by the ruler. If they produce grain, then the state has enough for

its needs. If the ruler makes distinctions(pien ) in (the

alotment) of the land, then the people will have enough to eat.

If he investigates (a dEgisters) the people, then miscellaneous labor service

it should not be abandoned.

called government (chih-cheng

)

To know about these three things is what is

). Once the land is registered,~~~
-fit""o

Everyone should belong to a place (-.?ff- ?)

and not be allowed to move. If people are secured and settled(an-ku

will be eqUitable (equa).

and do not move, then there will be none who do not produce (grain).
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106, 5:24a The sages, on the basis of this, established the well (fields) and i

(ching-i ~), laid out in rank the pi and lil( ), and

iz;2is
5:24b

found out the number of common people, and the system for taxation and

labor service could be clearly seen.

From the time that Duke Hsiao of Ch'in adopted Shang Yang's plan and

(destroyed ~ ) the land boundaries and establish the ch'ien-mo
U',

(~~ ) pathways, even though (this system) achieved temp~.ar~~nefits.

there was a rise in the accumultion of land and XzxKf usu tion 1~~;

of other people's lands). After the conquest of the Ch'in, the ch'ieft-mo

registering of land) depended on the clerks, the the people no one whom

of Xk it washandled by the clerks. And mK when the~nagement of (the

once the merit of the mas of the people was depended on, the management

) which depended on the kee~ng of

but these investigations were

was abolished, investigations of hidden, unregistered land

they could ~x trust. In general in carrying out laws in which x ~ (the people)

?) were also conducted,
...., J.ih IQ

hoc measures (4.~ 1"1l .fL
registers. Once the registers bad become wide(spread) (numerous~),

s:iXXIQUt~

it had to depend on the merit of the mass of the people, and XKexmKK&gRMKHX

ad

have no trust, you entrust the administration of it to an army of clerks.

You would want to record how many people there were and make clear

total calculations (figures).

f rom the land. ( Bu t) even though";Ytid~

~pres~eOPle) with punishments

\ ~~ng what to do?), you will not be
and~~~~
able to obtain detaile

There has never been a case (people) sought profit (from this method?)
suchXketx ways('~~"~ )

without changing this system. e principles of the Spring and Autumn

how much was the profit

-,re!~ 9 e-1i1~ (~
*SLiaLeiP

(period, annals?) was that the feudal lords would not obtain exclusive

control over their fiefs (chuan-feng~!t ), and the high officials

(ta-fu) would ~ not obtain exclusive control over their (allotted) lands

(chuan-ti1~. If you let powerful men occupy land in excess of
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106, 5:24b
(T'ung-tien,

ch. 1, shih­
huo, 1, p.9b

of the Hsin-hsing
shu-chU ed.

of the restrictions on grades of wealth for dukes and marquises, this

(is tanaamount to) exclusive control over fiefs. And if (you allow land)

to be bought and sold (for any le~hh of time? It.\=he ),
then this (is tantamount to) allowing exclusive control over land.

(If so, then)W)uld it indeed not be difficult to prevent (the people)

from absconding (fromthe land) (like rats)?

~(Note: (P'an'gye probably): the above explanations all regard the

"k'ai" of the phrase to "k'ai" the ch'ien-mo as meaning b lito establish",

which is to say that the Ch'in abolished the well fields and for the first time

established the ch'ien-mo. Tu lUiS explanation also follows this

interpretation. He regards the ch'ien-mo as a Ch'in institution and

the well-fields as an ancient law. This is also like what Po ChU-i

people and

)(of the T'ang) said, that in areas where there were few
( broad)

much (arable?) land, you ought to repair (establish?) the

ch'ien-mo; that where there were many families and the territory was

107, 5:25a

narrow (small), then you (ought to) restore the well-field (system).

~~ In general, (he, they) did not make an iom-depth study of the ancient

~system. (END NOTE) (This note not in the T'ung-tien, must be P'an'gye's)

10 matters. In discussing the establishment of land boundaries (ching-chieh

)(note. Ch'eng Ming-tao

) of the Sung dynasty (r. 1068-1086)

J He submitted a memorial which discussedLe. Ch'eng Hao

---KKK Shen-tsung(

summoned Ch'eng-tsu(

), he said Heaven gave birth to manki ( )

and 2xgK established rulers to govern ~ them and regulate their

regular (usual) production and nourish their livelihoods. Thus,

in establishing land boundaries, he has no choice but to rectify them,

and in (laying out) the well fields (ching-ti
~

I), he has nox choice

but to make them equi table (chUn ~ ). This is what as regarded

as the great foundation of government. In the T'ang dynasty they

were still?( ~I) able to have a system whereby they granted ian
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). But at the present time we are entirely without

107, 5:25a on the basis of xlllunRJ1minRDJxm£m~mnIllHXshares for individuals (k' ou-fen

shou-t'ien jL ~

any system. The wealthy peo~le straddle chou and hsien (in their land

holdings) and there is no stopping it. The poor people abscond like

vagabonds and suffer from hunger, and there is no pitying them.

Fortunately? even though the people are numerous, XkHJX txx~HRHXatX

there is not
XRR)[xctaXJmXxR.axa enough food and clothing, and in general there is no

end (limit) to this. If the population grows more numerous by the

day,mKxxxKexe then the food and clothing ~(supply) will contract

( ) more by the day, and the number of those who will rollover

and die will increase by the day. This then is the EXKX~H8

turning point between a well governed (state) and rebelliOn(~13~~

How could one not gradually make plans for a way to stop (control) this?

--Someone asked about the well-field system, whether at the present time

it could be implemented or noti. Ch'eng-tzu said: How could it be

5:25b that what the ancients put into practice (we) today could not put into
Someone replied

practice? Some might say that at the present time when the population

is large and the (available) lana is am small Xke~ix

HIllXxmaIDxamta it is not so (the present situation doesnlt allow for

well-field systems). Compare it to a situation where the grass and trees

on the top of a mountain have become extremely numerous and grow in

large quantities. Living things in the world always live in symmetry

(eqUilibrium, balance with one another: t'ien-ti she -wu chiang sheng-chIen

you have a principle (in nature) where the (available)_ land was small

and the population numerous? (I.E.--nature's true principle is that

there should always be a balance between things) In inquiring about
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107, 5;25b
we

the ancient (well field system), (x find that) 100 mou (ofx the ancient

system) is (equivalent to) a little over 41 mou at the present time.

If you calculate the land (available), then it would seem that what

(an individual) would receive (as a land allotment) would not» be sufficient

to provide the food for 9 people.

Ch'eng-tzu saia; (Even) a 100 mou is basically not enough for nine

people, but if you make calculations in terms of the whole empire, then

it also

(?

becomes (sufficient). Even if a family has 9 people, only 607­,--/ ) receive special land allotments, the remainder are

all either aged or children. Therefore (100 mou) can x~p provide (them

with food). If there are any i sufficiencies, there are ways to provide

supplmenets and aid for them, and also you have the principle of the

provision of relief by the hsiang and tang( ) • R The refwre,

(even with 100 mou per 9 people) you still can have enough (food for them).

-(Ch'eng Hao?) also said; In ancient times 100 paces made a moo, and 100 mou

was equivalent to 41 mou in the present time. In ancient times, 41 mou

of our present land would be sufficient for preventing the starvation of

a family with 8 persons. At the present time (even) 250 mou of the ancient

land would seem to be insufficient. It is all ~ a matter of Xk whether

( the farmers are diligent or lazy tiK<xha in the cultivation of the land.

5;s6a --(Ch'eng Hao) also said: The taxes at the present time are really lighter

that the shape of the land be said to be broad and flat in order to be

)

You should only be able to use mathematics toable to layout squares.

than 1110, but there is no method to the collection and it is not equitable

(pu-chUni1r ), and that is all.

(bros.) once had a :i:Jm~~disC5ssion with Chang~ah~~ ,
~

the well field system. They said; it is not necessary



Land system
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If the land boundaries are not xx correct, then the law in the end will

to the peoplem.

Chang ~i said: You must first rectify the land boundaries.

J in order to give (allotments)
proportional calculations

make subdivisions of the land (107. 5:26a

not be fixed. On the land there are hollows and mounds that cannot

be managed. Just look at (be concerned about? t the four boundary

markers and poles in the central area. Even if the land is not flat

and rich (fertile). it will not cause much harm to the peopbe. And

there will not be much to dispute (fight over) in the interval (area~)

of one fu( ':f.. . one man). x~~Xm8tnxaJll1ll~H

fXRiKsmamHm3msmxm~xxtIso, it is indeed not very elegant

to place well field allotments on sloping or hilly places~. Again, in

laying out land boundaries, one must make sure the north-south (dimensions)

are correct. Suppose that the shape of the land has broad and narrow places.

pointed or slanting areas, then in laying out the boundaries do not

avoid the curves of mountains and rivers. (In l~ying out) the fields,

then go anda obtain pi ces for well-field (square pattern layouts).

N1Q in places where you cannot SHX accomplish (layout) a perfect splot,

then takea perhaps 5 (tenths?). 7/10, or 3 or 4 (tenths), or perhaps

tlDOE~ the actual land for one man might exist in several

multiples (there might be more lana than what is needed for one man) Or

al 0 there might be places that are not enough for one man. You also

can calculate the number of 100-mou (lots) and give them to those who

cannot carry out (receive their allotment). If the land boundaries are

set like this, then in no case will any harm be done to setting off

S:26b (the land areas for allotments) by following the xxx mountains and rivers.

If (the land allotments) are demarcated and fixed like this. then

even tyrannicdl rulers and corrupt officials (in power) for several hundred

years could not destroy it. The destruction of the land boundaries

was also not exclusively (something whihE >took p~e in Ch'in times.



"(the well-field system) 'vas gradually destro d,11 it says, In talking
.A~:vrii:~

about the well field system, you cannot lightly proclam it to people
- t;t

for fear that it will caase laughter and lead to debat~

('t~Jr~~i!)~ffiA7t.~~~~-
Tzu-hou (Chang Tai) said, it is advantageous to have people laugh at it

(
~ (be adopted) or not, you must ensure that everybody, those above and those

([\ below, are all without resentment, and only then can you carry it out.

Note: (P'an'gye?0); According to another text, after the phrase,

\

Land system ( eo of Sung) -78- lan'gye surok, chonje kos~l, sang

~1'~
107, 5:26b It was destroyed over a long period of time since then.

';{k ~.~~ ~dCcWi. ~ re~~e~ields, t~e~
J-.... ( tim~·" .
/n~\ 1\ ~.

_ ...~~~~e~~~;;rl ~\h pin-fu chun1f:~er.
~ and,.lw;:;::j few 'iho would not want it (so). What ( '\ )? said 1OlSXX.....,.

~ ~~~ did not discuss the people's feelings and their resentments.

If you would correctly discuss whether (the well field system) could

and eebate it. I consider it meritorious for people to listen to

explanations xi (about it) and then adopt it. Chang Tai aaid: if you

have an able man, then he would want to receive a shop? (~ ). and this
.::t:.. .

would also be fortunate for the people. (??)

~ ltv'\~ tun ~"" ,.>=-
~ \) t \~~~. Po-hsun( 1., ';iQ ) spoke of the well fields saying that at the present

~~~ ~'O·mUeld.iwfanthtel.'ttaaxends on people and land maeLl~e~o~r and w~lthY equal, then many

,;t~ w few wouldnot want it. cheng-shu(~7fJ.5l ) spoke (of it)

() D.'~ J.-
~~ .. ~ but he also did not talk of the people's feelings of resentment (against

the adoption of the well field system). He just stopped wit& discussing

whether it was possible or not (to adopt it). It must (be done) so that

everyone, high and low has no resentment, and only then can you put it into

practice. He said that after the debate on the method had been greatly

prepared, yet still it depended on the way you put it into practice.



Chang Tai et al
Land system Q (~k*HH~xKaa of Sung) -79- planlgye surok, chonje kosol

XXK Itlstime, you can put it into practice aX in a later generation.

5:26b ttI'11~M Tsu-hou (Chang Tail said, how could anybody just want to stop with drawing

CV up documents ( a book?). Probably you will have those who will adopt it.

Cheng-shu (...-< ~ ) said, If you don I t put it into practice at

107,

one (and the same thing?). Chang Tai said: only to (do wnatls) good

is not sufficient for governing, and only (to establish) laws does not

mean that they can be carried out by themselves. (4 fA l1~

~ ~
.., ~ .. )

) . Of necessity it is the way you carry it out

(that counts). Also, even though you have (a man, rulers) with humane

hearts (minds), and who listen with a (spirit of)kHjmx humaneness, if

(the policies of) wvernment are not put into practice, then XXxXKXHmX

it does not stem from the way of the former (sage) kings. It must be

modelled (fa) on former kings.

108, 5:27a Cheng-shu said: Mencius spoke well on this(~oblem), but he had

extremely good KRHXHX powers of vision(mu-li ?-- ) on it. He could

thoroughly (think through) a sauare, well rounded, fair, a nd straight

(plan, thinking, on this question). It requires that you must have

compass and sqaare( perfection of the round and the square).

via the well-fields, then in the end there

:LU Lan-tlien

had the bold (fearless

: fairness).

(EX~"QI)~m1dJHITI~VJIXJ1llllmRilXmimlcmRJD'fkXIDBX~~¥

(in carrying out) the government of the Three Ages (of antU4uity).

(Chang ~ai)

In discussing the most important tasks in the governing of men,

ever began without regarded the laying out~of land boundaries (ching-chieh

.~ ) as the most urgent task. He studied and investigated
yt

laws and institutions and prepared (tverything) splendidly. He

(END NOTE)

piing (

--Chang-tzu (Chang T~i) said: In ruling the emprte, if you do not (do it)

---LU shih(
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108~ 5:27a

5:27b

insisted
demanded that it could be implement d at the present time. If you use

me (my plan?)~ then take it up and arrange itt and thatls all there is to it.

A"~
He once said: Human government (jen-cheng--govlt of a humane ruler) must

begin with establishing land boundaries (ching-chieh). If poor and rech
nurture

are not equal, there is no way to educate and cultivate (the people).

And even though you would want to say things were well governed t..tJ:: Rega rding
everything would be shai dye ,.~ ) t and that I S all. /the plague of the world,

and wh& is difficult to do, the first thing to do is to forthwith seize the

lland of the wealthy people. (ENd of Chang Tai quote) But, with regard
many

to the implementation of this law (method, mKXKJ will be happy with it.

If it is taken care of with skill, then it can be expected that in several

_\1 years time without punishing a single person t you will be able to restore

tixg¥x what is plxgHiBg the source of difficulty (disease). But in particular

the people above (?) have not yet carried it out, and that is all.
(Lil)

--. He also sai~: In ancient times there were only three methods of

~ ah ~
taxing the people, kung, chu, and chle( ~ '~fJ "f.tA ). A

comparison was made to determine the mean (averageS) of several years

(production t taxation) in order to set a standard XX (rate). ikiHa ThiS

was the kung (system: tribute).

On 1 ching (well-field) of land there were 8 families t and the

8 families each had 100 mou

the 100 mou of kung-tlien.
HiS
labor). (the Ai )--

of privat eX land, and

This was the Chu(~

together they managed

:system of mutual

Where they didnlt have any kung-tlien, but waitectB for a good crop

) said: Former kings

tax rate t

: the tithe).

administration.
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When they resided ( : at home), then~ey were farmers who used their,
labor to cultivate (the land), and when they went out j (to fight), they became,

In) ..-
) who did not receive land

therefore the people were equally without pover~

~ and the pea ple knew how to eat by means

~'"

) ,i.»

soldiers who wreaked vengeance (on their enemies
in all the empire

those times/there were no people (fu

(shou

(ch n wu pin yen

108, .5: 27Js>

)x. As for vagabonds, lazy people, debauched (crafty?

of thei own labor, and that was all. (jen chih shih-li erh-i

~8i/J
, cruel (violent) and rebellious people, there was no place w~e they

were allowed in the midst (of the industrious ~axp population).

IlUO granting fiefs

if you do not first

Ever since the time of primeval) said:

make things uniform.

(feng-ching-±:- ]:f),
) is t he way to

and (laying out) well fields

--Hu Wu-feng( 32-~
chaos (hung-huang'~~~ ), the myriad things were transformed and

~JfC.
created (hua-sheng~~~ :born by transformation) and daily became more

numerous. If there was no way to lead them, then there was confusion
make them eqUal~iform

(ran ), and if there was no way to regulate them ( .,,~ ), then

there was strife. Esteeming moral i ty ald princip; les) ~ - )

is the way to lead them; to oroer (the~anting of) fiefs and well-fields

~

determine i(and establish them), then moralityctnd printiples cannot be

). Shun became

) was the Son of Heaven he was concerned about\~hen lao(

this and mXKHXK8 gave a mandate to Shun(ming-Shun

the prime minister ( ), but he alone was not able to take

esteemed.5:28a

re~nsibility (handle it). He was concerned about it and gave the mandate
,r

). Yu losked all around the territory within the seas

counts, & viscount~

8 years. He distinguished grades of fertility

for the land and fixed (determine~~~) them. He established regulations

~). Heon the amount of well-fields and grazing lands (ching-rou

determined the fiefs (feng~~
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108, 5:28a and established them (chien chih ), and only after that were the

xi five institutes (sections of government, wu-tien ) spread out

(laid out? ) and the people governed (regUlated). This was the
reason why

way Hsia Hou-shih( t :YU the Great, founder of Hsia) ruled

as king over the empire. Later on no kings of talent appeared. In

all affairs the strong committed aggression against the weak, the

the smart deceived the ignorant. Yu's system was destroyed and thrown

into confusion all the way until (the time of) Chieh( :last ruler

of the Hsia), when the empire was in great confusion. But Prince T' ang

aggression against the wakk, and t he smart deceived the ignorant, and

), and rectified the fiefs,

and by so doing restored the old (syst~ of the Great ~u, thus repairing

aaH extended his system (shen ch'i chih

(Ch'eng-t'ang : overt ew tyrant Chieh of Hs a
(cheng-chih : cha~tised him? :see below)

Shang in BC 1766) rectified this (the situation, clarified the grades,

(putting back in order) the regulations of man (jen-chi ). And this
reason why

was the way the Yin( ) acted as kings for the empire. Later on,

no kings of tale~appeared, and in all matters, the strong committed

the system (regulations) of Tl ang were destroyed up until (the time of)

~ l.hou( :last ruler of Shang, 112\ BC), \vhen the empire was in

.. ~"" ~ great confusion. But King \.Ju (Wu-wan ) chas tised him, clarified

\~~~ the grades, extended his the system (regulations), and rectified the

\~~~(Jr f\~fiefs, and by so doing restored the ancient (system) of Prince T'ang,
~v ~\.~
~ \ and the 5 instructions (teachings) could be p.l t into practice.

reason why
5:28b And this was the way (how) the Chou a ruled as kings over the empire.

Later on, no kings of talent appeared (Among later kil~S there

were none of talent who appeared), and in all matters the strong committed

system (regulatiols) of King ~u were destroyed and in co fUsion.

aggression against the weak, end the smJt deceived the ignorant, and the

:meaning?) ,

in.,Ch'i and later there were changes in Lu

(

First there were
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on there could be no men afX&KtHRXH who could Em~tmNmKm*xaxcontinue

true

Alas! who could say that either now or later

(succeed to) the talents of the three kings (true kings)? The fact that

that they lost the empire).

mp~~.aa.lO-thcey lrire .• If later they
Hu4Jt«'t ( · ')

lost olle&¥8ft'-t"l:A.I ]b-lll-ftelet.l-bea"Ife.tllr,(the empire ), it wa~not men (as men,

108, 5:28b and there was great destruction in (by) Chlin( ), and government

t $.11;;. in which humaneness covered the empire was lost. Once human government
~ -:; ~ ~ \vho ruled as
J~~ ~ was 1 those people who obtained the empire were not men worth of
>- ~ "I: lIN. ~ ('j'(f reoji ~~ C~,
....... ;J- ,- ~ beingx kings. ~o-Il~ ,Q,<Ud;:-IO.I.lal~.w:.:~(-Ht~

i;":~ 1:. ( .~?tcL
~~,

~t~~,,*
~.-t!!...,

sickness exists in the world (the world is sick), is because the

) .

sages equalized the fields (chUn-t'ien)

""ii

Confucian scholars (ju) do not know the basis for true kingly government.

1;f\i~ (Hu ,"-feng) also said: A humane spirit (jen-hsin1~k') is the basis

C A~ .~\~ for establishing (good) government, and (granting) equal fields (chttun-tlien

I~ 0,\1' - m)is the first thing in cnnducting government. If the fields

~ l/Ag.,/1 ~ are not (distributed) equally, then even though you have a humane spirit,

,,~\<4. ~. h h b f (f ) h f ld~u t e people will not receive t e ene its rom it. Tewell ie system
<0\

!JF.'6;>. ,.I! was the essential method by which the

X\A r~' Xli (maintaned equal allotments of land). Their benevolent purpose
,MA... / '\\ ~ ~'\

(, 1J<,l;,1 ~~'r-' extended to all? ), and scoundrels were not ermuted·(~fl
~ I~J.. J . \U'" ,is,
~- ~'?!l-) .j\~ In the case where it was small (sma 1 amolitlts of corruption?, small population?),

S ~*~ ~~ ~C~ • ( "t'~~
~:J~ ,\I\,~"l-:tt. there wes no aBsconding, and whare large (large population, large uts of

S~'{(y1tt,0'~ corruptim ?), there was no confusion (reBellion). '!J~3tt.)~r.p~
x;}§- ~, Once agriculturel taxes (neng-ru·t~JJ were established, then the

0,/X,V '1y~f ~'
'/~~,~ r ~~ \ JIlliitary system was also made cl ear. The reason why the three kings
, ~~ '"'}">,

Qj., \~~~~, < were a Ie to rule as true kings was ecause they were a.le to regulate

g~::;~~~~. the land of the empire (chih t' ien-hsia chih t' ien-li k"f-L \1l.
[,~K S~ With government established and hUllaneness iranted (extended to all), then
:.r \\A~/~

\'6 even hUSBands and wives in all they wore and ate, it was~~

and10', 5:2~ ~ like they took off their clothes and gave them (to others),

\\1/\, ~'\~I~r~,~~1\} rejected food and g<ne it (to others).'teJ1!.~-~-1. .'I.nl£J.iftJ 'Il~_
\ ~I\A.I')~ "\" 'tA: \'?~ n..
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And xi: in regard to all things, truly they had tim:x1l"thllOli~a true

method of harmony (t' iao-hsieh~ ), and with it they assisted

in the great merit of trans forming and cultivating heaven and earth.

--He(Hu Wu-feng) also said: Only after the well field system is put into

\ practice can you select (~ distinguish) between the worthy and the

lignOrant, (so that) the schools do not overflow (have an xs of) scholars

and the fields do not overflow (have an xs of) with farmers. With respect

,

oversee the farmers and artisans and merchants. There are share s

(ching ), the high minister oversees the officials (ta-fU

the officials oversee the scholars (shih + ), and the scholars

to human talent, each will a chieve his due and t here will De few iJiJd:
J:;,

idle hands (vagrants). The ruler (chftnt )&~~¥se ':)the high minister
J

(divisions) to what they receive (in land allotments?).~

\ roegHla tllli The amount is equal (chftn1-.fJ ) and there are none who

suffer from poverty. (Must aean that in each category, each person

-' ).

...

), said: Ever since the well-f:ie ld

Every person receives land and protects

:Fan Hua-yang

unishments is reduced and the people KXK rest easy, then rites and

(of one person's land by another) through the exchange. (of land), so that

music can e cultivated and a harmonious spirit will be fulfilled.(ying

it from one generation to another, and there ixxHm are no encDoachments

receives an equal allotment).

(1~
~t,,~. ~j1'
~.. ::~~t C~ there are thus no iKX lawsuits concerning disputes a"-out seizures

'\..'i\~ W' ~~~SOmebodY taking away another pereon'e land). If there are no lawsuite

~ .%~.li\: ""about disputes over taking away land. then punishments are reduced

~: W\~· ,(in number) and the people are secure (rest easy). If (the no. of)

~~
(,ui~)M~

~ ld
~\ ~
~ .' )if)

eM
.,.~~j~ -Mr. Fan (~
I J~J

C -
. "t ~ ~~ system was link tllQiMti d a~olished and there was no equality between rich

~'~~~~~ and poor, later generations were never able to R8 regulate the production

'if' -~\'o' of the peopl... so that they could support the livilllr. send off the dead, and
~
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10', 5:2'a

5:Q.qb
(do both) with no regrets. Those who establish laww have never not

wanted (have always wantedi) to repress the wealtl&y( f'f ), ltut

(on the contrary?) perhaps they helped them all the more, (because)

) dell'ives

they did not understand that the way y which the wealthy are a lolle to
\

gain control over large areas of land (chin-ping

and gave support to the destitate, so that the poor were able to sustain

from the inability of the poor to sustain themselves.

still reduced labor service, lightened taxes, busied themselves. with the

Those who governed the state later on, even though they were not

-
able to restore the system of the three ages of ant~quity (Hsia, Shang,Chou),

root (agr~culture) and did~ repressed the branches (lesser occupations

themselves and the rich were not a.le to take over other people's land

(pu-te chin-Chih'~~ • This was the .. root (foundation)for

making (everything) equal in the empire (chful t' ien-hsia~1(f~.
If it is not done that way, then even though you (issue) laws, they will

~-!b/}1}+

!!d::~
8tf~~[~'j
~ v ~ \ V like artisanry and commerce), extolled frugality and abandoned ext.t:avagance,

, II ~aeed limite on the holding of land (c~an-t'ien yu-hsien Iim~ ),
~

only be (statements) on paper, and that is all. Row would they De of any

the

benefit in governgce?

~~lt-f~ --Iiu Chih-t'ang( ) said: Under the

families provided with food and salary (shih-lu chih chi

not allowed to compete with the people for profit. This was a beautiful

system in which the shih-ta-fu (scholars and officials) were treatedxHiXh

on the basis of morality( that they should not be cotetous

and should 0 know shame). However, these who held office in ancient

times received hereditary salaries (shih-lu , therefore, if

they held a post they did not engage in farming. In later generations' however,)

they were incautious and had no standards for promoting and dismissing

(officials), so it was inevitaBle that this system could not be implemented.



)

)

e further

), they were given

P'an'gye surok, chonje

~'.
): These two items also (go on to?) discuss

-86-

and customs of non-covetousness

limited-field system (hsien-t'ien chih chih

--Chu Hsi compeeed (wrote) the Ching-t'ien 1ei-shup(

Land system (Sung)

in which he said: In the 6th month of the 13rd year of Wen-ti of the Han dynasty

(BC 167), (he) abolished the land tax (hsft t'ien tsu ). Mr. HsHn(
\." -

discussed (this) sa....il't;: In ancient times levying a tithe Jm as a tax

. those elie:ible for ~f.f'ic8
W1.th regard to ;'ncumPJen't CIT1.cisl.s \sfil.n-ch&

land (allotments) in accordance with their rank (p'in I). If they \p

advanced and were given a post, then the~ had a salary to compensate '~4
( )

them for their labor. But if they w e not apPointed to a post, then
left alone and

they (still) had land with which to support themselves. Only if they

• committed a serious crime would their land e taken away from them.

(With arrangements) like this, then could the method for preventing

comlB tition over profit (officials competing with commoner

Appears to be characters missing here), and in paYing taxes, in the

) in excessive amounts (Note:

) was considered the most appropriate and(shih-i erh shui ,..

people occupy land (chan-t'ien

s ta*:n ~r?;a():he~ (common) people constitutes
~ iS1r ~

he (~:ttefi4s .teen 5 sd1 ~ the officia1X"X-;1:eaI:lii!!~~jl:;~!;t:W!lll!'!~jsesthe three

ages 8f antiquity; the. tyranny and crueltYI\ is worse than the fallen

Ch'in dynasty. The bme"folence of those aeove (the emperor) is not

great majority of cases the officials collect 1/100 as tax, ut what

the maja-ity of &l~s).

correct (method) for the empire. At the present time in the Ran dynasty,

we could say that~ (the rate) is perhaps 1/100, but it is rare

(that 1/100 is collected). However, the powerful households a nd rich

thorough(ly spread among all the people), and prestige a rrl wealth is divided
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10', 5:30a up among the powerful. If at the present time we do not rectify the

root (foundation), but (merely) strive to eliminate taxes, it JH.r
only be sufficient to aid the rich and powerful. In gem ra1, land is the

great foundation ("asis) of the empire. The principle of the Spring

and Autumn (period, annals) was that the feudal lords did not 0 tain

• ), and the of ficialsexclusive control over their fiefs (chuan-feng

(ta-ru) did not 0 tain exclusiv e control ar er their land (chuan-ti

At the present time the powerful people in their occupation of land

5:30e

(chan-t'ien

thousand ch' ing(

) perhaps (own) as much as several hundred or several

:100 mou). Their wealth surpasse s that of princes

(wang) or marquises. This is tantamount to their exerting exclusive
cvf w4

control over fiefs, and their aeility to buy and sell land as they wish

(mai-mai- yu-chi ) is tantamount to exerting exclusive control

over their land.

In the time of the filial Emperor Wu (of the Han), Tung Chung-shu

once said that they ought to limit the people in their holQng of land

they then limited the people in their occupation (holding) of ]a nd, and

(hsien-min chan-t'ien ). By the time of Emperor Ai( I ),

they could not get more than 30 ch'ing. Even though they had these

to

small.x However,

the well-field system ought to (be adopted) at a time

limits on it would give rise to feelings of resentment and I

the p~Hl.r population is large. It should not Ie adopted when the

if you want to abolish it when (the population) is small

restrictions, they could not all of a sudden put them into effect, and

with regard to 30 ch'ing, it also had unfair (aspects to it--too large

cause rebellion. Thus it would be difficult to implement the system. (of limits)
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on the J
), /

), making this the great basic system?

Even though institutions in ancient and modern times are different

outline they are one and the s~. ---------.--"

If you look at it fran this standpoint, then (it appears that) at tiJnes

appropriate ( etter) if they had x established grades (

basis of population for the occupation of land (If' ~

to prepare fully the well-field law (method). Would it not been

liJnited people in their ability to cultivate and plant (land), and

and their advantages and disadvantages follow the times, yet in general

forbidden people from. buying and selling land, in order to aid the poor

and weak and prevent (the rich) from accumulating large amounts of land
\

(chin-ping

" like when Kao-ti first established the empire and when Kuang-wu first

carried out a restoration (chung-hsing), when the population was small, it

was easy to establish (such a system). Subsequently, they were not able

110, 5:3la

The pen-chih(
I

) says: In ancient times when the established

) and the mou, 6 feet made a pace, and a 100 paces made

) • 8 families shared it. (A family

); 3 f1 )

) square,

), and 3 fu made a ~

), and a well-field was 1 Ii (made a well-field (Ching

and this consisted of , fu (

a mou; a 100 mou made a ru(

the pace (pu

consisting of) a husband and a wife received private land (ssu-t'ien )

(to the extenf of) 100 moue The pu'blic field (kung-t'ien) was 10 mou. This

made (a total of) 880 mou. An extra 20 mou was used for a cottage (lu-she)

In going out and coming in (the peojli.e) befriended one another; they

took turns in guarding and watching over (the fields), and they helped

one another when ill. When the people received land, they (either)

received 100 mou of superior land (shang-t'ien), or 200 mou of middling

land (chung-t'ien), or 300 mou of inferior (hsia-t'ien) land. Every year

they changed cultivation of the land (parcels) and changed the places

(that they were granted).
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110, 5:31a (Note: Ko Hsiu( ) says: The Ssu-kung ( ) took care to

divide the land according to high or low (quality), how good or how bad

(it was) into three grades (p'in). SUperior land was cultivated every

year; middle land was cultivated once every two years, and inferior land

(hsia-t'ien) was cultivated once every three years, so that (people

cu1tiating) fertile land would not be the only ones to enjoy its benefits

and people (cultivating) unfertile land would not be the only ones

to suffer. And every three years there was a complete change of land

and residence. (: ~:l:.;I,i"). (END NOTE)

If the family had a large number of males, the surplus were called

"extra men" (yu-fu 4'( ), who also received land on the basis

)) and shui

of families of scholars, artisans

were equivalent to one farmer

~ meant the 10% tax on the kung-t'ien

They were (suDject to) fu

) (END NOTE)

) .
of property on the basis of K the npberJ!nu (Note: TIB se last 6

based on Yen's commentary tothe Han-shu - -chih Yen-chu

) and also the revenues (taxes) from lit artisans, merchants

meant
Fu~ the payment

of the numer of persons:¥: as

of persons

taxes.

and merchants received land'
1\

characters are
-:! ~'

~)i: 'v'l~L~
(f. tl

5:31b and wood (fuel) gathere~s. The ill paid for the

weapons, armor, scholars and runners (shih t'u

of carts, horses,,

service and t~'HaSR9

reserves and (costs)

for) local office treasury

~ (was used) to pay for

and various gods (spirits), offerings for the upkeep

salaries for the bfficials, and expenses for general

matters.

When the people reached the age of 20 they received land, a nd when

they turned 60, they returned it (to the state). In planting grain, they

were required to mix up the 5 grains in order to prevent against crop disasters.



(JAM,f:W
Land system (Sung) planlgye surok, chonje XlI kov(Sll:, sang

110. 5: 31b (People) were prevented from hav,ing trees in the middle of the fields

that would interfere with the five grains. They womed hard on cultivation

and weeded the fields several times and collected the lm-vest (to prevent

against? ellipsis here?) extreme (difficulties such as ) bandits and pirat es.
For

Around their cottages (huts) they p~anted mulberry tree~~ vegetables

they had vegetable plots ( )(hsi). As for gourds and fruit (etc),

these were planted along the land boundar::ie s. (In raising) chickens and

pigs, }( there was no loss of time (for agsriculture). And the wanen enga~d

in silk raising and weaving. (Thus) people at age 50 could wear clothes

of silk, an~ at age 70 they could eat .eat.

), and 5 tsu made a tang(

made a chou, and 5 chou hade a hsiang(

), and 5 tang

), and) made a lu(

. .............
), and a hsiang (included)

), and 5 pie5 families made a pie
t

4 lu made a tsu(

12,500 households. The pi-chI ang( was placed below the scholar

(shih ). And from then on up there were gradual differences of

one grade each up to the f minister (ching ), (and these men)

schools, and in the

).
) there were hsif( ~In the 1\1(

were the officials (ta-fu

hsiang, there were hsiang( )schools. The hsft schools were for

:ah: clarifying teachings, and the hsiang schools were for behaving according

to li (principles of social usage) and being transformed (cultured).

) into

5:32a

In the spring they let the people go out (pi-chlu

the fields. The poem (song)

and son (we) brought food to the southern mou. The ~~11ffdwas extremely

happy." ( )

says:
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110, 5:32a In the spring when they let the people out, the iH village clerks

(lu-hsil ) would all morning sit by the left shu( ),

and the pi-ch'ang( ) would sight by the right shu. After everyone

had gone out, (the officials) would return (to their posts?). It was

also like this K in the evening. Those people coming in had to be

carrying firewood, whether light or heavy (depending) on their shares.

The grey-headed ones did not? support each other. (Or: These people

coming in had to have light or heavy loods of firewood which they shared

mutually with the grey-headed old people. They did not mutually share??)

(Note: Ho Hsiu says: Those who tried to leave late were not allowed to go

out, and those who were not carrying firewood were not allowed back in.)

(END NOTE)

In the winter, after the people had returned in (to the village),

their wives would spend night after night in the same ward (back street

Beighborfiood) in women's tasks, and in one month would ohtain

45 days worth (of textile producticn). The merit would follow one upon

the other. That is how they could cut down on expenses as (clearly as)

the light from a candle. They shared the same skill or lack of skill and

harmoni~ed their practices and customs.

If men and women couid not obtain what they needed, on the basis

of that they mutually gave (things to each other). They sang songs of

praise to express their feelings. On (durirg?) the month ( ), the

younger children (yu-t~u ) were also in the schoolroom. (Note:

those not yet subjected to labor service were 0 regarded as yu-t~u).

At the age of 8 sui they entered the Small School and studied the

6 ( ) () A- ),chia , the 4 fang , the 5 elemelt s

writing and calculation (arithmetic). And they first learned about

the household and proper deportment (dl ieh ) between elders and younger.
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110, 5:328 At the age of 15 they entered the Great School (Ta-hsdeh) where

they studied the rites and music of fonner kings and 16... 1'0(8 became aware

of the rites at court between rulers and officials. Those of exceptional

111, 5:33a talent were transferred to the hsiang-hgwueh( ), and those

in the hsiang-hsueh of talent were tram ferred to the Kuo-hsdeh ( \ ~ ),

xkR~With regard to those studying in the Small School, the

feudal lords every year presented as tribute the talented students from

the small school to the Empero r (Son of Heaven). As for those who studied

in the Great School, those among them with talent were charged with the

title of tso-shih( :accamplished scholar), they went (around)

together and could form pairs. They dis tinguished them with shooting

(contests?). (Note: The part dealing with the hsiang-hsueh and after

is based on emendations (additions and subtractiom) on the bsis of Ho Hsiu's

spring when the people (in therr?) residences

W"~~rfields?), people on the way shook the tree-bel

) says; Men at the age of 60 and women ats the age

) .
only after that were they given rank and (im~rial)

(Note; Ho Hsiu(

orders. (

In the first month of
NHXHXXmBRKrnKrnxclxSfRXKK
were about to scatter (to the

(~1 ~~.,~"~~~ in order to follow? on the road and in order to select

poems to be presented. The Great Teacher (t lai-shih~n )would compare

thea musical pitch(~~ ) and have them heard by the Son of Heaven.
,

of 50 without sons would be fed and clothed by the offtcials. it (They)

would search for poems among the people in the hsiang, and send l (the l

best ones) to the towns (i ), and from the towns to the kuo j ( ) ,

and in the kuo, they would be heard by the son of heaven.)(END NOTE)

If the fields were cultivated for three years (in a row), then there would b

be a surplus accumulated for one year, so that if there were accomplishment

in three years, s they would accomplish s this merit. Therefore the king

would examine the record (of officials) every three years.
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110, 5: 32b
and was

If Ix (the fields) were cultivated for 9 years, XX there KmKXExDH a surplus

of three years' worth of food, then (an official with this record) of

progress in his work (Chin-yeh~~ \ ) would be said to be teng(~

elevated in rank?) . Therefore at the xxJix triennial? xxiKxx evaluations
....,

\W~~of officials for promotions or demotion( " ) , if he were-~

promoted a second time(~ ) , (his rule, his perfamance in office) was
\

or, could be
talking about
a king or

ruler said to be p~ ng( :peaceful). (If he were able to accumula te) a

). Only

surplus of 6 years' worth of food and got a third

performance was said to be Great P~ace (tlai-p'ing

), his

after 27 years (of officeholding?) with 9 years' worth of food surplus,

would (his) great virtue flow and penetrate (~ through the empire?), and rites anc

music reach a level of perfection. Thus it is said: If you want to have

(be regarded as) a true king,

one's humaneness (jen) (

after a generation (has passed) would

this way.

111, 5: 33a (Note: (P'an'gye, probably), the passage following the word "9 years"

has all been revised in accordance with the Pan-chih (Han-shu). (END NOTE)

The Shu (Shu-ching, book of history) says: "For Heaven's order there are

rites, and for Heaven's punishments there are crimes. Therefore the

sages regulated the 5 xii rites in accordance with Heaven's order, and

nts in accordance with Heaven's punishments. ~

~

They established the post of Ssu-ma(
-.

six annies ( .,,- ), and in

~ ) and established the

accordance with the well-fields, regulated

P 'an' gye?, the Han-shu alao uses the character chung.t.
~,

and a ch'eng was 10 li swuare.

) of area made a well-field,

);1

1 lie

~ ); 10 t'ung made a ch'eng(

10 ch'eng made a chung( /~ ) (Note:

) (END NOEe); 10

lunge

the military tax (chiln-fu

and 10 well fields made a

) which was 100 li square; 10 xi t'ungchung made a t'ung(

made a feng( ~-

li square.

) and 10 feng made a chiC ), which was a 1000



111, 5: 33a

5:33b
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(lIng)
\'2.

made a ch'iu( 1i..4 well· (fields) made an iCe), and 4 i ) .
A ch'iu, which consisted of 16 chi~g (well·fields) had 1 war horse, 3 oxan.

4 ltlq»ca ch I iu made a ill tien( 'i5) ), which consisted of 64 ching (well fields),

and had 4 warhorses, 1 war cart (chariot), 12 oxen, 3 armored soldiers

(Chia-shih\f± ). 72 footsoldiers (Pu.ts~1 ) .~;t~£;~and

armor fully prepared. This was called the suu.ma(~~) method (fa).

1 tung( l~ )consisting of 100 lie ~ ) enclosed? in mounds (~~
10,000 well-fields (ching). Except for 3,600 ching (well-fields worth) of

mountains, rivers, pits, mounds, walls, moats, towns, residences, gardens

and parks, and roads, it was determined that 6,400 ching (wel~·fiel s) would

pay in taxes 400 war horses, 100 war chariots.

This was a large-sized tSlai-ti(~~ ) of the high ministers

and officials (ching ta-fu Y~f f:..}\J' aHlixImK which \"ere called

100-chariot mmH families.

1 feng(~~ ) (consisting of) 316 li(~, enclosed in moUndS~~)
100,000 Ching(~ ), from which was fixed a tax payment mf from 64,000 ching

of 4,000 warhorses, 1,000 war chariots. This was a large (size) feudal

lord (territory) terrimry, which was called a state (kuo) of 1,000 chariots.

The domain of the Son of Heaven( :tx:! t1ien·tzu ChiJ(:}~ consisted of

1,000 li on each side enclsoed an area of 1 million ching( J1: ), of which »Hi

640,000 ching paid in taxes 40,000 war horses and 10,000 war chariots.

The horses, chariots an runners (soildiers) were all equipped with arms.

In the spring they were called back from the field ~~~~l
in 0 t he summe~l2Y helped with the rice plantingj in the fall they used
the weppons?(~)

the soldiers for the imperial hunt, and in the winter they had a great review

(inspection) for the kHHt¥ imperial tour of inspection~~l'l~~.
They used the time in between farming for training.

S states (kuo) constitu.ag a shut~ ). each with a chief (Ch'ang~ ),

10 kuo made up a league (lien i ). each wi th a commander (shuai< t,vp )·
30 kuo made up a tsu( k )each with a Cheng()f ). 211 kuo made up a.

chou(+H- ), eX with a mu(~ ).
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The

~~
111, 5:33b

The

all

mu(~ ) had (in it) UKHKaFutxxlul league commanders (lien-shuai

) who would examine the charioss (carts)tevery year
~

tsu-cheng( ~ll:-) would examine the troops every three years; and

the mu would conduct a great review of all troops every five years.

) .

5:34a

This, in general outline, was the way by which former kings established

the military (system) and made sufficient the military on behalf of the

state. (Note: The material from lien-shuai and after is all based on the

Pan-chih (Han-shu» (END NOTE)

-Chu Hsi says: Feng Haot.4~ :capital when Wu Wang was in power?), was
•JJ t)

300 li from Lo-i( .i-~ e-. ). The territory under the jurisdiction of the

cap~~ (Ch'a~a,,':~)~-) was 600 ii, and the imperial domain (wang-chi

:£:~ )was 1,000 lie It also had places going across and lenshwise?

KKK and was not laid out in a square pattern as in the present age. if

I fear that the well-field system was also like this. It cannot be

determined as being laid out in a square pattern.

He also said: Chle(l~) (means a system whereby) 8 families all

labored together on 900 moue They re~ed the land and then calculated

the (number of) mou and divided it equally. The~ople got 9 (parts) and the

public (kung--the duke) took 1 part.

In the case of the chu(~ :aid), then 8 families xmgeXkKxx each

cultivated 100 mou, and joined together to go out and labor in the cultivation

of the public field (kung-t I ien/h ltl ). This was the difference between

~ and ~e( WJ~~~ ).
He also said: With regard to the land sysem, they first had to rectify

the ditches and ,va terways and lay them out in squares (fang-ting~ rff!:-).
He also said:
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He also said: It can also be said of 5hih-tsung(~~
Later ~ ~, f

the Chou (~HXH Chou?)(r.944-960) that he had a survey?(

sang

) of

: calcula tion)

of the empire. He just (barely?) saw the original t?) (T'ang) XK~

mfxXkH chart of the~a equal fields, and he had a fearless intent

(to restore it?). (Note: The History of the Five Dynasties ( u-tai-shih)

says; Shih-tsung used to read books all night. He saw the original

equal-fiela chart and boidly praised it, saying this is the root of good

government. The government of a true king begins with this. And then he

promulgated the illustrated law and had the officials and people first KK~

study it. He hoped that in one year he WJuld be able to greatly equalize the

5:34b

land in the empire. His hopes (intent) were as grand as this. (END NOTE)

In the middle of the Chien-Yen(~~ ) period (Kao-tsu~
of the Southern sun~ first of 55 rulers, 1127-1131), Lin HsUn( ~

h.. ~~/J
submitted a €:emorial on basic government, which said: Theadministration of

the states military and agriculture in general is based on the late T'ang.

At the present time agriculture is poor and many people have lost their

occupations. The~ oldiers are arrogant (ChiaO~)' but are useless.

Much of the profits from the land has been left (abandoned), and there is

)

not enough funds to meet expenses. The starving people abscond and become

:merchantS)t;11~

will be urged on and made to be attached peasants (serfs? li-neng tf';;J(~

to cultivate the surplus land. And on the (misc. bOUnd?~~ ) grain

and cash, they regarded it as subject to a 10% tax. Theamount of the

the Sung double tax (;:-~~appears to have heen 7 times greater than the

T'ang. With regard to this system at the present time, every 16 men (fU~ )

thieves and bandits, a't. all of this is because of the f act that basic

government (pen-Cheng~~) is not taken care of. We ought to copy the

iand~nt well-field system and have each fu(farmer k) occupy (Chan-t'ien)\.1),.ID)

50 mou of mland. Families with surplus land (hSien-t'ien~ttl ) will not

be able to trade land. As for those without land, and the vagrants, lazy people,

and those engage in minor occupa tions (mo-tso t 1$
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An enclosure (?~~t
field), KkxltkxlmEblXllXXXH~eaxxk111, 5: 34b

~cM~
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makes 1 ching( Jt :well

(ti-fen~~) of 100 li

m~v'fJ of 51,000 (~l,
On every ching (well field)

) of

makes 3,400 ching (well fields), with a rice tax (shu

and a cash tax of 12,000 stringS(mi~~~ ).

there is a fu tax of 2 soldiers,xxxtxmgeXkHx and

112, 5:35a

1 horse. Altogether (on 1 li of3,400 ching?), there are 6,800 soldiers and

3,400 horses. Every year, liS is collected, which is considered the quota

for those on duty (Shang-fanJt:~ ) in order to provide for military

service levies (Cheng-it.f~~). When nothing is happening (there is no

war), then (the service requirements) are divided into four tours (fa~

in order to serve as guards for officials or as guards for (official)

residences. The people general have to servi once ev~ry 35 years. T,~en

they are on duty, then their yearly rice ration is 19,000 plus (~~) and

more than 3,600 strings ~~) of cash. During peacetime, this is reduced

by 3/4. rhe taxes from 1 t'ung( \~ ) are taken and provided to them.

After 10 years, the population of the peopl e is counted. With regard to the

tolls (ChiO~) levied by officials on wine, tea, salt, incense, and alum,

all may be annu;t:d (abandoned), an~~:n to the people.

This shut ~: pen-cheng ShU?~~Of Lin HsUN?l is a book of 13 p'ien

(chapters) which describes (his system) in great detail.

(Note: This book in general outline wanted gradually to restore the

It says that 5 (sho~d be 6) feet make a pace, 100 paces make a mou, 100 mou

make a ch'ing( 1~9 ch'ing make a well field (Ching .# l, and a well-fiel

is 1 li square; that 10 ching make a t'ung(~ ); 10 t'ung make a ch'eng<$)
a ch' eng is 10 11 squa re. 10 ch' eng make a chung ( ~~); 10 chung make at' ung

(\~ ) which is 100 11 square. 1 t lung ( \~ ) of land enGloses

(ti-feng~ 10,000 ching (well-fields). Actually this makes 90,000 ch'ing
~

(~~. 2/3 of it is taken up with walls, suburbs, markets, wells, official

yamen, roads, mountains, forests, rivers, marshes, stony soil (barren ground)

and land with no growth. ~~at is fixed as land suitable for cultivation and
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for the people to live on comes to 3,400 ching (well fields), which actually

makes 30,600 ch'ing(~ ). 2 farmers (fut-) cultivate 1 ch'ing of land.

fu-t'ien (~~ :land per farmer) comes to 50 mou.

lt is also like this for superfluous men (YU-fU~.i1. The land

of two men combined makes up 100 mou. The collection (harvest) from 100 mou in

a nomrla (pIing) year comes to 50 Shih(PiCU1~ ) of rice, and a 160 piculs

of rice in a good crop year. Two men can support a vamily of several persons

on this, and in general it seems to be more than enough.

The taxes from ~ ch'ing(~J5 Ig~~16 picu1s of rice and 3 strings

~ ,~ *-
( ~ ) and 200 wen()[ ) of cash. ThiS is what is called the 10% tax (shih-i,

tithe). On the ching (well-field) one man's taxes x are exempted (4L,)
and thiS""-is made the neng-cheng (tIE.). who takes charge of

encouraging and overseeing txHaxpa the cultivation and (weeding), and

5:35b tax matters. (He) only collects the taxes of 15 men, which make a total

»f~K of the taxes on 3,400 ching (well fields), or 51,000 piculs (shih)

of rice and 12,000 strings (kUan~) of cash. And thiS is taken as the rate

for one t lung ( \~

comes

As for the residence (areas) on 1 ch'ing (~

to 100 mou and is divided between 16 men (fu~ ).

), this land

The house of

So the total for the houses of 16 men is 80 mou of land.

~n aditional 20 mou is taken ax for the Village school (She-hsUe~~~ ),

fIJUUlx and gardens (~IIJ) ). which are shared by aU the people of the

ching (well field). (the people) are made to congregate in their homes morning

a roan takes 5 mou.

and night to give instruction to their sons.

However, the rich and poor are not equal (of the same grade),

and it is not easy to make them equal (in wealth). If you take the surplus ti

(from the rich) to make up the deficiencies of those without enough, then

the people will be terrified.

At the present time we ought to establish a law whereby we make

l man occupy (Chan-tlie~fll ) 50 mou of land. Those with more than
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this will be regarded as Ilgodd farmers ll (liang-neng &'- ). Thos who don't

(quite) have 50 mou will be 2nd grade farmers ()J(.& ); those without land-­

the poor people, vagrants, the unemployed--all will be forced to become

serfs (li-neng~~~ : farm laborers?).1Cl one
The 50 mou(holding) of Xk2~~ood farmer' (liang-negg) will be called

regular ~ ttl
a standard land holding (cheng-t'ienjJ- ~ ); those with a surplus

wi11 be called "surplus land holding" (hsien- t 'ien~ IE. ). Wi th

regard to a "regular landholding", (the f atmer) will never dare to abandon work

on it; he must cultivate it himself. With regard to those families that hold

Ilsurplus land ll (hsien-t'ien), they will not be able to buy (additional)

land. Even tho~~h they can sell land to the IIsecond rank fallDters ll

~n ~ laborers
(tz'u-neng )~ ~), they will not be able to sell land to the serfs

(li-nengttt.). All may be allowed to buy - "surplus land"

(hsien-t'ien) in order to make up the quota (of land) for a single farmer

(Le. 50 mou?), and rise to the position of Ilgood farmer 'l (liang-nengat-
more than

man with/a 50 mou plot).

With regard to the second rank farmers (tz1u-neng -;~ t), and

serfs? (li-neng~,~~who cannot buy land, they all will be made to divide

up and cultivate the surplus land (hsien-t' ieni lE )of the "good

farmers (liang-neng), each (cultivating a plot) equivalent to the quota

(50 mou holding) of a person, and the yearly income will be paid as rent

j (tsu~ ) to the IIgood farmer ll (liang-neng) as is theE cUstOOl (with

tenancy?) •

it is not a case where one himself buys land, and (if?) the yeh-chu

:personal pesponsible for cultivation?) himself receives the~nd,

the in both cases they will not be allowed to move. i

If a Ilgood farmer" (liang-neng) does not want to sell his surplus land,

he should wait for his sons and grandons to grow up and then divide it

(among them). The officials will not seize their property and earn their

resentment. They should be given same leeway, and naturally things will ~

it the mark (be harmonized) by themselvesx in a good system. (END NOTE) ~
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112, 5:35b. Chien Liang (~ :Sung dynasty figure. At the begining

of the 1163-l165( ) reign period, he conducted peace negotiations

wihh the Chin dynasty. Submigted a memorial on 5 ways to carry out a

restoration (chung-hsing) (chung-hsing wu-lun). In the xXi 1174-90 reign

period he offered another memorial. The emperor wanted to appoint him to office,

but he replied: I am (proUding) the foundation for (the life of) the state

for several hundred years. what use would it be to gamble? (barter) for

one pos t ?a" • Colledted works: Lung-ch' uan Wen-Chi<~)IIi.~ »)(Tz' u-lIa;

X Chien Liang said: (Lin) HsUn in composing this essay studied the past and

examined the present. He was concerned about all the &eXai%x secret (aspects)
he

of things,andtkXxxsaxk¥xcan be said to be diligent. In this age among those

~HS~X~X who study the well-field sysmm, who has done more (can add to)

Lin HsUn? It is only necessary to have a brave and dauntless ruler who

can especially stand up and adopt (his plan) to car,y out a grand reform,

and after that to act in conformity with it (?) (carry it out, accomplish

it) and produce profit, then the people will have no fear and we will be

able to make good what comes later.

Note: (planlgye)( •• Eventhough you donlt see ch'en_ Liang's
)j;. ~ 1'­

statement in the complete works of (Lin) HsUn, still Chu \.Jen-kung( ;J'-~~

(Cho Hsi) and LU TUng-lai~~~:LU Tsu-ch'ien~~~:.a chin-shih

of the Sung, lung-hsing period (1163-1165). Equal in reputation to chu Hsi

and Chang SHIH?a(~~~--known as the three ~rthies of Sa the southeast.

He advocated using the classics and histories in order to achieve practical

utility (chih ching-shih i chih.:)'Ung (~~~~t\,A).~ ).
He did not restrict himself to discussion of human nature. He opened a school
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(I?) say
all praise his explanationsx~~ that if you want to restore the past

(fU-kU~~~)' then it ma~ be said that (this is a book) that later

generations will not easily obtain. what a pity (his suggestions) ~re not

studied and put into practice. It is only that what he says does not

take rectification of land boundaries (cheng Ching-Chieh:U:~~as

the first (order of business). He prefers temporarily to allow purchase and

sale of land, so that you also have (some) obstructions and evils

preventing the complete implementatvnn (of his system? of well-field

allotments?). (or: so that you also have that which is not completely

put into practice, and you also have obstructions---to what? probably

to the ideal of a well-field distribution system without purchase~d

sale of land)

--In this country (Korea), Han ?aek-kY~(~~~Vin his Kij~n yuje

(It\d.~l :Remnants of the Kija Land System) states: In Pyongyang

t:e Kije fie ids we re outside the two gates (~t!:.it-'f£~I\JJ.

The Subdivisions of the and were very clear and the system was laid out

5:36b in the form of the character,lIch'on" ( ~ ). This character has 4 bOKes,

'I people
Mencius said: The ~ Yin/levied an aid

each of which were 70 mou. The roads which bounded the boxes were 1 mou
wide 11J
»XB&K, and the roads which bounded the chon( ~ :Kija fields) were 3 mou

wide. Within the grand thoroughfares, if you looked crossiwse, you would

see 4 fields with 8 squares, and if you looked lengthwise, you would also

see 4 fields with 8 suares. 88's make 64, all straight and ~XK perfectly

square. The regularity of it was based on the concept of the square

form of former emperors. But alas. This was probably the Yin (Shang)

dynasty system.

(chu g;,j; ) on 70.:t:JmK~II

So 70 mou was the system of land allotment (fen-tlien~Rl )of the

Yin people (Yin-jen~"). Since Kija was a man of Yin, in his laying out

the fields and dividing them up, he should have copied his ancestral state.
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112, 5:36b This (system) with regard to the Chou system, was not the same, and

in general x there
\

?? and leaning (

If because of pointed, sloping,

) (land areas) they could not make

square places, then perhaps (they) made 1 or 2 fields or 2 or 3 squares, a nd

made them in accordance with the lay of the land. This is what the local people

referred to as extra land (yu-t'ieng, yujon • ).xH It was said that even

though this was the~ well field system of the Chou house, the land

was difficult to layout instandard fashion as with a plumb line and rule

and they could not achieve XJd: ph ce for well-fields. Also (because) they
113, 5:37a
~ti'm:could not alDandon (the land) and not use it (even though it wasnlt flat

like well-field land was supposed to be), I fear that this system could. not 7

help but be like this. (i.e. some arrangement whereby small pieces of land

were used to make up squares).

With regard to the kung-t'ien (kongjon: public fields) and cottages
(Han?)

(lu-she ), system, even though (1) could not find out anything about

it, nevertheless in the way the land was managed, it was not in the sha e of ~
it was vastly different ( ) from

the character, ching" (well-field). ikJm So that/MpncilE said (aeout it )~,--th""a-t- what

in the middle (of the well fields?) there was the~ public fiead (kung-t'ien)

and 8 famHies all had private fields of 100 mou mdIx each.

What I think ( ?) was that in Yin dynasty times, eventhough

people recei. ved land from the fields, yet their cottages were not necessarily

in the fields (bY the side of the fields). Porhaps they were all gathered

together in villages within the walls of the town. And the pUblic field

\

(kung-tlien) was also all located in one corner of land and was not necessarily

in the midst of the private fields (ssu-t lien ) • At times whaB fertiliz er

Was put on, when the land was cultivated, weeded, and the crop harvested,

the distances (from house to field) were not the same, and the people were plagued
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..I. ~*-~fl~ChOnje kosol,

by this. Moreover, human culture (A.. X ) gradually developed tiresane

ritools Y(51' ,~ concerning lucky and unlucky portents, and

70 mou was not suf icient for sustaining the living and sending off the

dead, so that the Chi (Jjft :surname of the Chou house) Chou( ~ )

obtained the empire. Following Heaven and in accordance with ma~ ('s desires?),

they increased (the land allotment in the Chou) to make it 100 mou, and

moreover organized the well-field method where 8 families (lived) together on

the same well-field, in which was pBced the public field (kung-tlien). In

the spting they were ordered (ling?1)to go out to tbair cottagea in the

fields, and in the winter they were ordered to come into to live in their

Former Confucian (scholars) spoke of the

,

(Note:Mr. Han also said:

houses within the (town) walls. When this system was first 8egun, it was

very well ordered (ta-peit tfA.~, and was naturally refined and elegant

(~~. (As time went on) ebanges were made in aeeordanee with I

'= 3?h advanta es and disadvantages, for the situation required it.(#Jllf~
1fJ -a-~~~ ).

c;fJ Neverheless, dividing up the land into well fields was not an ancient

~f'-~ (system). In faet !t began with tba Chou pe ople. " (Ita! ies milJ3)

~\W
~~.~e

well-field system in detail, but all these explanations take Mencius as the
particularly

forefather (basis of the description), and for that reason they are/detailed

on the system of the Chou house, but don't have much to say about the Ksia

or Yin (dynasties).

\
b

Chu :PIsi's discussion of the chu-fa(WJ~ :the aids) also derive from

II
his conjecture (suppositions) and~ it is not a discussion that is based

an examination Jz,.a~
on XXlihROlUiliOi of the evidence (Mao-cheng,,~)t- ). The '\Qrious worthy

men fro,. Koon4lin(\~H~ :kwang-tung and F1l!<ien?) were aU talented men

(worthy of, who) assisted kings. They were born into and gmw up in a time '1/;'
of deeadence (sheng-ting shu-ehiJ:t-j$st end they~IY~\~)
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113, 5:37b felt it was their responsibility (task) to restore the three great ages

of antBiquity. ). They gathered together fragments of

the classics and poems and (used them) to discuss the remnants (vestiges)

of (the old) systems; there was scarcely a thing that they did not use.

Having come that far, still they regrettall1y (had to rely on) guesswork~,~~).
I \0:;. ,

If they (had been able) to walk through the lands and see the systems

of that time, then in forming ideas about and describing the ~y~t~~Ht~Cfl1s

former kings would have been as easy as clapping one's hands (pointing to it

with one's hand). How sad! This could not be done.

--H~ Mu? S~ng? (~~ ) ssid: When KU-am~) H n ~k-kyOm
-~s in office, he went to Kwanso (Pyongan province) to the Kija fields

and (generalized?) that the boundaries (of them) were based on the mou method,

fkHx that a square field vonsisted of 4 squares of 70 mou each. The (system

according to which) an aid (ChU~ ) was required of 70 mou (of fields) was

a law universally applied (t'ung-faJ!l.)t) by the Yin people. At that time

the Chou law was not universally applied throughrot the empire, but Kija

being ~7r~t~gee from a Yin house, received a fief (feng) East of the Sea (Haedong

'Z-~~ ), and as a man of Yin, ha put into practice Yin laws (at?) this

place (Pyongyang?). The Yin dynastyix land system was a thing of ages past

and the laws and registers. (records) were not handed down. (But) because of

Master Chu's (Chu HsiH:x sage (brilliance), (even) w:lt hout any basis (in fact)

upon which to base his investigation, he was able to co~~~gfirgo~~~~~~e)

(about the way the system worked), by following (basing his ideas on) the ChoU system.
~RID'IllalelltlllmbmiiBjmmfiXDmniJIIJlJh~tmnn1lamlximmmnkaB:rimi:xlimm:

:kmciluD<ponsHeh For a scholar who loved the ancients and had wide learning

(made wide investigations, stu<!ies), down to the present time it is regarded

as a leftover regret (tlE. t he could not have had more evidence to work with:t?)

How fortunate I was one morning to personally have Aka 1um been able to cast

my eyes on what was handed down for a thousand years. (END N<I' E)
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113, 5:37b Note (Pan' gye): Li Ching( ) and Tu Iu ( ) cf'the

T' ang dynasty both believed tlmt the well fieldx system was created by the

Yellow :Emperor, but both these explanations were without foundatinn in the

classics. It is only that the Kija fields

a trace of their land boundaries (?

time have left

), and it !QlIIlIBK

,
jibes (fits) with what Mencius vaid about the Yin people's 70 mOll (land

allotments) • One can make a judgment about the Yin dynas ty' s land system

on the basis of this, but we may also understand that the well field system

egan in the Chou dynasty. In ancient times it was said that China had lost

the rites, and one should search form them among the four barbarians

(ching t2ai ssu i ) • How is this not to be J3elieved?

(Note: The abo'\e IitBmmntmwrntreats of discussions of the well field

system since the Ch'in and Han dynasties).


