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Michael Hayes 18 January 1999
=ditor-in- chief
Phnom Penh Post

Dear Mr Hayes

We are writing for two ressons. Tha fis

on Cambodia, Laos and Viegtnam which will ioke place 25-20 January 1999 af the Sunway Hotel and

the LOC buiiding. It is anticipated that betwean 350-40 reprasentativas of government ministries.
” i

mass organizations and professional associatons, local and international NGOs, bilateral and

C update you on the 9th annual conference of the Forum
=

-I.H

mutilateral aid agencies, businesses, foundaliors. Lniversitias ANd resesehn institutes from the region
88 weil a8 from Eurcpe, tha Asia-Pacific region. and North America will attend the conferensea.

We will be sending out an official press release naxt week The agenda attachad is still in draft form
as we are waiting 1o confirm some of the speakars ihs delegation from Vietnam and the participation
of k. Hun Sen at the opening session. We wolid walcome the Fhnom Penh Post to send a

- reporter to the apening sassion. However, the rest of the confarence proceedings are cpen 1o

registerad participants only. This is becauss the Forum is & WOrking conference in which our primary
qoar s to have parlicipants speak as fran <y and unofficially as possibie. Journaiists can attend for
background purposes or fo make contacts for fulure stories and are expected (o pay the registration
fee and for meais like any other participant

The second reason that we are Wriing 18 10 inguire if you would be interestad in \aking partin a pro-
conference panel discussion "Update on the Campodian Political Situation” following the DRENING
recsption with govarnment offisials &n Manday 28 January 3:00 p.m. The audienco wil primarly be
conference participants who ara raveing from the Vietnam and Laos or further abroad from
neghboring Southeast Asla nations, Australa =urope, and North America, Many will have some
ramiharty with the situation in Cambodia and many others have not heard of any news excapt the
Clinton Trial for the past several months so are in nesd of an update of recent events in Cambodia
and the implcations for the natioen., We ExXpect an audience of approximately 100 people.

We are in the process of confirming the other panslists, Asked to participate are Tony Kevin, Raoul
Jennar, Kao Kim Horri and Lao Mong Hay. Andrew welig, Asia-Pacific Center for Justice and Peace,
in Washington, DC will give 2 brief update on the surrent Washington atiitudes towards Cambodia as

1 ine APCJUP has just finished a sarigs of office visits io Key officials.

Please et us know if you are interested in participaling, your insights would be very neipful in
Droviding a stronger basis of understanding about the current political situation to our diverse
audisnce pbefore the confarence discussions C&gin about some of the pressing social and economic
needs of the country. |

Jonn MeAuliff will be arrving in Cambodia in the middig o next week, though Susan Hammond can
e reached at the Forum office at Tel/Fax 23-387420 or Tel 012804475

We hope that you are able to join ua

Sincerely,

John M;Au!iﬁ . Susan Hammond
Forum Coordinator _ - Cenfernsce Coordinatog;,
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Oth Annusl Conference of the Forum o Cambodia, Laos and Vi ietnam
Iaimam‘" 29-28, 1999 Phpom Penh, Cambodia

i T

"The Partnership Approach to Poverty Alleviation ang Development:
Sharing Experiences and Foster ring Cooperation "
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