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~ The Khmer Natlon Party (KNP) deeply regrets the decnswn of the Phnom Penh Mu11101pal
~ Court to continue to detain Pin Pisith in the notorious T3 prison reserved for criminals.
A chauffeur and a secunty guard at KNP, Pin Pisith was arrested and a KNP car confiscated
by Phnom Penh municipal police forccs on 16 October 1996 at around 8.30 a.m. during the
_ peaceful demonstratlon staged by m support of democra.cy and human rights murma
~ and Cambodia. Up ‘Pin Pisith nor the car have been released by the
authorities. More(5ver the Phnom Pe Mumclpal Court has ordered to send Pisith to T3 _]aﬂ

“where his halr were cut short, he had to wear prisoners uniforms and he was handcuffed
when bmught to Court for interrogation, like a convicted criminal. .
It is because the government armed forces tried to prevent KNP leaders and members from
~walking through Street 214 (in front of KNP headquarters) that an incident occurred in which
a pohceman got his leg scratched. If the authorities had respected the Constitution and the
right of citizens to express their opinion and to demonstrate peacefully, such an incident
would not have occurred. It did occur only because of the resulting confrontation between the
armed forces and KNP demonstrators who wanted to leave their party headquarters long

“before the arrival in Phnom Penh of the Burmese military delegation. The arrest of Pin Pisith
after a minor and involuntary clash is unfair, it is an abuse of human rights which the
authorities should be ashamed of. The fact that the government makes such a big deal out of

a small 1n01dent is a political matter related to a political demonstration organized by a
pohtlcal party and banned by the government for political reasons. So, if any problem arises,
it 1s the government and the political party leadership which should be held responsible and
not Pin Pisith, a KNP member who merely obeyed his party leaders’ instructions. As for
myself, in my capacity as KNP president, I am prepared to answer questions of any court
which would be competent for a political matter of this kind.

-.-;..On the same day, the armed forces arrested a KNP staff member named Han Many, beat and
Kicked nim uiitii he fainted. up umu tUGa}*’, fic fias 10 under £ treaumnent at Preah Norodom
Sthanouk Hospital (former Russian Hospital). The barbarian aggression by the soldiers has
been videotaped by foreign journalists and the victim has filed a complaint with the tribunal.
Yet KNP does not demand the arrest and the imprisonment of anybody. KNP considers that
the way Pin Pisith has been treated is an act of open intimidation vis-a-vis democratic

“opponents aimed at undermining their determination. _

KNP demands that the authorities release Pin Pisith immediately.
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