Keynote Address by Mr. Nobutaka Machimura, State Secretary for Foreign Affairs

His Excellency Samaecn Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia,
His Excellency Mr. Z{dng Pv’foul}n Chairman of the GOV@I“I'UT‘IG Councﬂ Cambodian Mine Action

Centre, _
His Excellency Mr. Sam Sotha, Director-General of the Cambodian Mine Action Centre,

- Distinguished Delegates.

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the Government and People of Kingdom of
Cambodia, and particularly to CMAC for convening this Phnom Penh International Forum on
Demining and Victim Assistance. I feel highly honored to have been invited to speak at the

beginning of this very important meeting.

- As Foreign Minister and now as Prime Minister, Mr. Keizo Obuchi has dedicated himself to o
the solution of landmine issues in the belief that these inhumane weapons should be eliminated
from the earth. As Minister of Education, a post I held until just recently, I had associated myself

with his efforts. Therefore, I pamcuiariy welcome this opportunity to pammpate in this Forum,

having just assumed the post of State Secretary for Foreign Affairs.

Yesterday I visited a demining site near Phnom Penh, where I was deeply impressed by the
patient and skiliful manner in which the deminers conducted their difficult and dangerous work. 1

renewed my commitment to promoting Japan's efforts in this field.

_ ~ This International Forum was proposed by His Evcmiiencv Mr. Sam Sotha at the To'kyo
Conference on Anti-personnel Landmines held in Warch 1ast vear. At that Conference it waq -
decided that 'Zero Victims" would be the common objective of the international community,
foﬂo*”ing the example of CMAC which had also made "Zero Victims" the ooal of its demining
actnr:atzes 'he Tokyo a.,om“ew ce also adopted the "Tokyo Gmdehnes which e*nphasmes the
_mp@rtance of omnefshlp and par*n rship.” uwnefsnm refers to the key role tnat mme-—aﬁfecied
countries should play in mine clearance and victims assistance activities, wh lile panqerthp refers to
the COOpera‘hon that the mtematiopai commumt\f should extend to these mme -affected uountnes
CMAC is a good example of this uwrersn*p and partnership.” CMAC was onmnallv set up under

UNTAC and has been graduallv transferred to the authority of the Govemment of Cambodla Thﬂ

international community has extended 1ts cooperation to the process.



The purpose of this Forum is to share Cambodia's past experiences and most effective
practices with other mine-affected countries so that they can learn how to conduct demining
activities based on ownership. The Forum also aims at examining ways to promote cooperation

and coordination among donor countries, international organizations, and NGOs.

At the Ottawa Conference last December, then Foreign Minister Obuchi announced the
"Zero Victims Program,” recognizing that anti-personnel landmines are not only a humanitarian
problem, but also pose serious obstacles to post-conflict rehabilitation and development. This
program is based on the 1dea that it is essential totake a comprehensive approach which includes an
universal and effective ban on anti-personnel landmines as well as mine-clearance and victims

assistance activities in order to achieve the zero victims goal.
Permit me now to describe how Japan has implemented this "Zero Victims Program" so far.

- Japan became a party to the Ottawa Convention by presenting its instrument of acceptance
to the United Nations on 30 September. We will make every effort to effectively implement the
Ceonvention. On the other hand, a new treaty is now under consideration by the Conference on
Disarmament in Geneva to prohibit the import and export of anti-personnel landmines. It 1s hoped
that countries unwilling to join the Ottawa Convention will participate in this treaty. Japan will

- continue to make further contributions to the start of negotiations on it.

With regard to demining and victims assistance, Japan announced at the Ottawa Conference
that 1t would contribute 10 billion yen, or about 80 million US dollars, over five vears. In
extending this assistance, Japan will aim in principle at enhancing the capacity of countries whose
- governments play a key role in their activities based on ownership, in accordance with the Tokyo
- Gudelines. For example, Japan has contributed 1 million US dollars to assist setting up a Mine
N “Action Center in Bosma and Herzegovina. It has also appropriated 1 million US dollars to support
the activities of the Slovenian International Trust Fund. Moreover, it has recently decided to

| contribute about 2 mullion US dollars to the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund, 9 hundred
thousand US dollars to CMAC, and 1 million US dollars to the UNDP project in Mozambique.

Now I would like to explain how Japan intends to cooperate with Cambodia in the context

of the zero victims program.



A Japanese m1551on was sent to Cambod1a in June and July thls year In order to explore the

' possrbrhty of further cooperanon w1th thlS country That m1551on underscored the fact that antl—

personnel lanonnnes contmue to pose major obstacles to the economlc and social reconstrucnon of
a large part of the country, even thoucrh C‘VIAC S VIgOrous activ rnes have been extrernely effectwe

In addztron *we also found that the system and facrhtles for emergency medical care and the
rehabilitation of victims must be 1mproved a task that mll reqmre international cooperanon Based

on these results, we now have a plan to execute the follo wmg support for enhancmg the capacity of

CMAC, as well as ministries and organizations concerned.

Concernmg mlne clearance actwrtles we will focus our cooperanon in three areas. First,

'we wﬂi dlspatch experrs to 1rnprowe tnc manaoement of CMAC 1n order to strengthen ItS capaclty

' Second we WIH prowde necessary eqmpment such as bush-—cutters Vehlcles and cornrnunlcatloncz

equlpment In order to enhance the efﬁmency of CMAC operanons Thlrd we wﬂl assnst NGOs

Wthh are workmg closely with CMAC by provrdmo needed materlals In thlS connecnon, we are
consrderrng the prov1sron of appropnate supporr for promonng the de\/elopment bv Japanese
_ NGOS and other pm ate oreamzanons of rnme detectors or nnnc removal equrpment o '

| In rhe ﬁeld of VlCtlmS asszstance Janan wﬂl help to 1mprove the emergency response
' capacrty bV strencrthemnﬁ the victim transport medical care svstems ‘with the Ministry of Health
acting as key organ. For this purpose, cooperation with major hospitals and health centers in

- regions where mines pose a particular threat 1s essential.

| Wrrh reUard o the rehabrhtanon of wctlms Japan wﬂi cooperate W1rh the Mlmstry of SOCIEM
" Welfare Labor and ’\/Irhtary Veterans o nnprove 1ts tramrng and manaoerral capacmes 1n thls

| ﬁeld We are also ready to provrde tramrna equlpment to major rehablhtatlon centers

Furthermore, Japan hopes to promote in a more comprehensive manner cooperation with

Cambodia in order to help its reconstruction and development including demined fields.

This is what Japan has been trying to do in Cambodia. But we believe that this Cambodian

'

case can be a model for cooperation with other countries under the "Zero Victims Program, and

we are prepared to expand our cooperanon with orher mine-affected countnes in the Sprit of

partnership.
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1 wxsh to note here that Japanese cml soc1ety 1s also qmte active 1n the ﬁeld of landmine-
reiated actmtles For mstance one of the Japanese NGOS part1c1pat1ng m thls Forurn has
pubhshed pzcture books about landmmes and has donated a}l of the proﬁts ﬁ'om the sales of these
books to *mne clearance actmtzes Another NGO 15 deveIOpmg a new type of rmne detectlon

_ devzce to render the demmmg proc\,ss safer and more efﬁaent Networlﬂng emong ’\IGOS S
| _progresszna and I expect that the upcormng Thll‘d Tokvo NGO Conference wﬂl contnbute to the

_ moblhzatmn of the 1ntemanonal eommumty on thzs 1ssue

(Conclusion)

'\/Ir C halrrnan o - - S VN .

We are bemU evposed to new threats whlch wa affect our own hves and these of ﬁlture

gerlereti ons Sucn as env uonmental degr adation overp 0 P ulatlon, foo d Snortage teq-gnsm - .:'_'j
mtemat;onal orﬂamzed erzme drugs,, ._AIDS and so on m the connng 215’[ centurv protectlon from S
S these new threats that IS ensurmg ”Human ::ecumy” wﬁl be a ma;or concem of smnety Antz-—

11 mdlscnmmately We need, therefore, to Work to gether to strengthen-

| mtemanmal coo\_e,ﬁa_zan to reahze the utal ban on antz personnel landrmnes and achleve t',e zero

In h1 3 connec tion, 1 think it is in creasin g ly i mpo tant ‘ihat Hll n e—- aff e ct e i c O unt e S S ﬁ are

. B 1 ?.?f' .erl ences and accu mul ated know-how, and develo P, mare ef eff '»;’ fl ?: e iﬁ efficient methods
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I w OU] d hk 6 tG C onclude mv 1§ 61’1’181‘ kS b y 8 f 65 S lﬁg the hC‘ pF‘ t; .at fhl S. I".'l will make an

Zero Vl ctims' "goal ol
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Minister of Education until qulte rec ently, I naturall y ocu sed. Lo



