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Febryary 19, 1983

Mr. Leroy M. Hittle

Chairman

Washington State Liquor Control Board
1025 E. Union ES-31

Olympia, Washington 98504

Dear Mr. Hittle:

This letter is to register our strong protest against the enactment of Law WAC
314-12-125, requiring English language capability during business operation hours.
Throughout history, no nation, particularly, the United States, has ever stipulated
a language requirement for the right to establish a legitimate business enterprise.
This country stands for a free enterprise economic system where anyone can establish
a business based on supply and demand. Customers also can freely chuose patronage
of any store based on their free will. It is very discriminatory to only grant the
right to operate a business based on English language capability or ethnic origin
for that matter. This country stands for the right of life for all racial grours,
irrespective of language background. Therefore, the law is unconstitutional ard
illegal.

The intent of the law notwithstanding, certain laws are enacted to protect certain
groups. For example, the 1917 Alien Land Law of the State of California resultea

in a strong discriminatory course of action against Asians in general and the Japanesc
in particular. We feel this law which you are abcut to eract will result in a

similar misfortune to certain racial or ethnlc groups. To prevent business
opportunities based on language goes against the true principle of freedom which

this country represents. It is not only directed against certain minority groups

but it is a discrimination in law that will result in serious’consequences.

The influx of foreign immigration into the United States is a part of American
history. Despite difficulties, new immigrants invested in business and succeeded.
This presence made our country what it is today. There are some oriental immigrants,
because of their language problems who cannot find employment. Thus they invest their
family fortune in a business venture with a great deal of caution and fear. They
are hard working people, trying to compensate for their language handicap with an
extra smile or kindness to their customers. Above all they pay taxes, support

the American ecoromic system and do not seek handouts or government welfare.

Instead of recognizing their industressness and indefatagible effort to become
accepted in the business world, to discriminate against them by enactment of sich

a law, we feel, is most unfortunate and unjust. Therefore, we strcngly urge you to
take the necessary steps to prevent such a law frou becoming a reality. Thank you
for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerel}

aull H. Shin
President

cc: Vivian Luna, Executive Director, Commission on Asian American Affairs
Ralph Munro, Secretary of State

P.O.Box 24992 Seattls, WA 98124 @ Phone (206) 682- 4252
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Dr. Paull Shin Files Community's
Strong Protest against Liquor
Control Baord's English Language
Capability Requirement

Last month, the Washington State
Liquor Control Board proposed adop-
tion of a new law, which may even-
tually put out of business the
liquor store owners who are
non-native speakers of English. The
proposed law requires that "a licen-
see must have on the licensed prem-
ises at all times when liquor is
being sold at least one person em-
ployed who is able to read, and
converse with customers and Tlaw
enforcement personnel in the English
language." The new rule also states
that "failure to provide the English
language capability ... will consti-
tute good and sufficient cause for
revocation of license privileges."

This means that under the new law
any liquor store owner who is not a
native speaker of English has a
chance of his license cancelled

< < 4 <, & - - <

TSING TAO

Al 32| M,
OFEl===, ZIEIL 2|
BHAIZ

£:12:00-10:00PM

S-E:12:00-11:00PM

2 :1:00PM-10:00PM

CFY

X3} 367-9339

1

[

13744 AURORA AVE N.
SEATTLE, WA

J o4, 4, 4 < J s, 4, 4,

whenever the Liquor Control Board
decides that his or her English is
not good enough. To avoid this risk
of license cancellation, then, a
Korean 1liquor store owner, for
instance, will have to hire an
American for full time. This is
practically impossible because a
small family-run liquor store cannot
afford to hire a full-time American
employee and still make enough
profit to keep the business going.

In short, the new law is designed to
keep non-native speakers of English
out of liquor sales business. It is
a bad law because it not only dis-
criminates against minority btusi-
nessmen but also violates the prin-
ciple of "free enterprise," upen
which America's economy is built.

For these reasons, Paull Shin filed
strong opposition with the Liquor
Control Board, protesting against
‘the adoption of the proposed law.
Shin's letter of protest is printed
in full on the following page.

EtZ0} XY 581-1412

RYAl - 8, R, E(014IM~6AI)

URXA . Sun Plaza Suite 210
10209 Bridgeport Way SW
Tacoma, 95499

NOjE X9 775-3456

HEYA - §, 3(olaign~6Al)
F(R124~x494})

&R : Stevens Dental Center
20728 - 76th Ave W.
Edmonds, 98020




City Hall Visited

On February 8, the officers of the
Korean Association made a courtesy
call to Mayor Charles Royer, and
Chief Patrick Fitzimmons of the
Seattle Police Department. Repre-
senting the Association were Dr. Dan
T. Lee, chairman of the Board of
Directors, Dr. Paull Shin, presi-
dent, Mr. Hyun Jin Lee, public rela-
tion, Mr. Yong Nam Kim, public
services, and Mr. Hyun K. Lee,
advisor. Consul General Moon Soo
Lee represented the Korean
Government. ’

Mayor Royer also to Announce
April 23 Korea Day for Seattle

Warmly received by the mayor, the
Association representatives ex-
changed opinions on such wide
ranging topics as international
trade and economic and social
opportunities for the Korean-
American communities in the City of
Seattle. Stressing his open door
policy, Mayor Royer expressed his
willingness to develop a good rela-
tionship with the Korean community.
In line with Governor Spellman's
decision, Mayor Royer too will
declare April 23 Korea Day for the
entire city. Royer also said that
he was looking forward to his up-
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coming visit to Korea, particularly
the Port of Pusan, Seattle's sister
city.

Grateful to the Association's inter-
est in participating in the Sea Fair
festival and parade in an effort to
develop a more international atmos-
phere, Royer accepted the invitation
to attend the April 23 Korean Day
celebration.

Chief Fitzimmons Needs Korean
Speaking Police Officers

The meeting with Chief FitZimmons of
the Seattle Police Department was a
productive one for both communities.
Following the greetings and a brief-
ing given by Paull Shin on the
Korean community in general,
Fitzimmons expressed his interest
and concern over the increasing num-
ber of Asians in Seattle and the
problems related to their growing
demand for services. Expressing the
need for Korean speaking police
officers and civil servants,
FitZimmons asked for recommendations
for candidates to be considered.
Because of their needs, the chief
assured that special consideration
will be given to Korean applicants.
Handing several copies of Home and
Street Safety to the visitors, a
brochure printed by the Seattle
Police Department Crime Prevention
Division, Chief Fitzimmons requested
that the information be shared with
the Korean community.

Korean Association: A Brief Look
at its History

The Korean Association was first
established in 1967. The late Mr.
Chang Hei Lee, a teacher and engi-
neer who emigrated to the United
States in 1929, was the first presi-
dent. At that time, there were a
relatively smalll number of Korean-
Americans in the area, and the
Association began its function as a
friendship and fellowship organiza-
tion. Unlike the Chinese and
Japanese who emigrated to the United
States since mid-nineteenth century,
the influx of Koreans did not take
place until recently, particularly
during the early 1970's, when
President Johnson liberalized
immigration quotas from the Pacific
Rim countries. As the Korean popu-
lation here increased, the Associa-
tion has also grown accordingly.
Consequently, the Association has
become more of a service organiza-
tion to provide counselling and
assistance in education, social
services, legal and employment
opportunities. The officers imple-
menting these services include the
president, two vice-presidents, and
twelve cabinet members as well as
six members of the Board of Direc-
tors. The president and the board
of directors are elected at the
annual general meeting for one year
terms.

Prayer Meeting Launches 1983
Activities

The Seattle Washington State Korean
Association representing approxi-
mately 25,000 Korean Americans in
the greater Seattle area and
Washington State, has launched this
year's activities with a Breakfast
Prayer Meeting on January 22, 1983
at the Sea-Tac Holiday Inn. Clergy
from local Korean community churches
and leaders from various social and
professional organizations of about

150 people were invited to pray for
peace in the world, peace and har-
mony within the United States and
peace and well-being for Korean-
Americans in the State of Washing-
ton. On January 29, 1983, the
Association also hosted an open
house to introduce their new offi-
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cers and its new office at Lake City
School, 2612 125th, Seattle. Over
100 Korean-Americans and American
friends interested in the Associa-
tion were in attendance to meet the
new officers for the year 1983.

Activity Plans for 1983

This year's activities, according to
Dr. Paull H. Shin, president, range
from extensive public relations
activities to promote better rela-
tions between the American and
Korean communities to numerous ser-
vice projects and counselling
programs for new immigrants to
promote sellf-help initiatives
during this economically difficult
time. The public relations activi-
ties include visits with the
Governor, Secretary of State, Mayor
of Seattle, and mayors of adjoining
areas as well as visits to Boeing,
Lockheed, Todd Shipyard, and various
educational institutions.

Plans are under way for the Korea
Day celebration on April 23, 1983.
Governor Spellman, Mayor Royer, the
Korean Ambassador to the United
States, and many other officials
from both American and Korean
communities are expected to be
present there. Also being planned
are the Korea community's partici-
pation in the Sea Fair 1983 and the
International Fair.

Service projects for the Korean
community include counselling on
matters related to 1legal, family,
immigration, educational, social,
and employment difficulties.
Emphasis will be on maximizing the
ability to be self-sufficient within
the community.

Special activities for the community
include such functions as the March
First Independence Movement celebra-
tion, establishment of a Korean
school to teach American born child-
ren how to speak and understand the
Korean language and culture, a sum-
mer sports fair, celebration of the
August 15 Independence Day, Christ-
mas Party, and various seminars to
help Koreans better adjust to their
newly adopted country.



Does Language Really Matter?

Being a Korean-American who can't
speak Korean poses several problems.
The Korean who was born and raised
in America and even those who came
to this country and forgot their
native language are often frowned
upon because of their inability to
communicate in Korean.

Though it is not difficult to learn
the Korean alphabet and the various
sentence structures, it is difficult
to speak it properly and with ease.

Often, second generation Koreans do
not find the need to learn the
Korean language mainly because they
don't find the opportunities to
speak it; parents may speak another
language to them or perhaps some may
simply find it more convenient to
speak English.

Many traditionally-minded Koreans
sense that the younger generation is
gradually losing that intimate bond
with the Korean culture which their
parents try to maintain. The quick
ability of elementary school-aged
children to assimilate into the
American society and the urge for
junior and senior high school stu-
dents to be accepted by their
American counterparts most readily
contribute to the noticeable decline
in their Korean speaking ability and
detachment from the Korean culture.

While it may be true that many
American-born Koreans are satisfied
with integrating solely with Ameri-
cans, there are those American-born
Koreans expressing a sincere inter-
est in understanding their Korean
background betteir and becoming
involved in various Korean related
activities, For example, certain
American-born Koreans unveil a
special affinity towards the Korean
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By Elizabeth Lee

culture by supporting their activi-
ties both financially and morally,
taking classes to learn about Korean
history, arts, and dance, or simply
by talking to their friends and
relatives about Korea and her
traditions. Some (like myself) may
even venture too the faraway home-
land to get a first hand experience
of the culture.

Still, it is not enough that only
some are involved. All second gen-
eration Koreans need to recognize
the importance of their culture and
have a caring attitude over Korean
matters. It must be understood that
the lack of ability to speak one's
native language should not deter an
individual from accepting one's
heritage.

Undoubtedly, it would be beneficial
if one acquired knowledge of their
native language, but a more impor-
tant factor is having that genuine
desire to find out more about one's
heritage and associate with one's
fellow country people.

Koreans are Koreans no matter where
they live or what language they
speak. It may be difficult for some
of the second generation Koreans to
ever speak or even understand our
mother language, but this needs to
be akcnowledged. To have an open
heart and the willingness to accept
the Korean culture is what really
matters. We should be proud to be
Koreans no matter what language
barriers exist.

I know I am proud to he a Korean-
American.

To Young Koreans: an 01d Man's Apology

By Daeshik Yu

Tradition is a way of life which is
handed down to us from our parents
who had inherited it from their
parents, and it goes on back to our
ancestors. But tradition is also
something that every generation
participates in creating, not total-
ly anew, yet changing it in a way
that would enrich our thoughts and
feelings, and thus help us live our
only life on this planet as decent
human beings. Tradition can be an
important guide for us because it
contains the truth and wisdom which
had been tested against our parents'
experience in the past. In accept-
ing traditional values, however,
every generation owes it to itself
to select and modify them so that
the values each generation upholds
would be intellectually and emo-
tionally satisfying.

Some values like love, brotherhood
of mankind, equality, and democracy
are so difficult to embody into our
lives that they remain as goals yet
to be achieved. The extent of one
generation's coontributions toward
achieving these goals is the degree
of respect and appreciation it
deserves from its next generation.
The problem is that these important
values come down to us often en-
wrapped with the errors of the past
generations. In weighing and judg-
ing the traditional values we in-
herit, the only tools or yardstick
available to us are our Reason and
Senses.

Does the value we inherit from our
parents satisfy our intellectual
demands? Does it enrich our emo-
tional needs as civilized people?
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These are the questions to be
answered when we test our heritage
against our own experience.

In examining our inherited values,
then, the most important thing is
not to be cheated by our habit of
thinking too highly of ourselves,
which seems to be part of our tra-
dition., It is true in my case, at
least, and this is the error I have
made in bringing up my children.
So, my apology goes first to my
children, and then, I hope, by ex-
tension, to our younger generation
who carry the seeds of hope for our
race within them.

When my children started school in
America, I drilled into their young
minds that they should be proud of
being koreans because Korea is a
country with so many thousand years
of history. Our superb heritage is
unique. As descendants of the
“white robed" race whose noble
spirit was nurtured in the land of
morning glory, our blood is thicker
than water. OQur family ties hold us
together in harmonious unity. The
Great King Sejong invented the
Korean Alphabet which works better
than English. The Koryo Dynasty
porcelain is world-famous for its
elegance and beauty, so on and so
forth. Therefore, I insisted to my
children that they should cherish
their heritage and preserve it with
their chins kept up high. They took
these ideas to their "show and tell"
time, and their classmates envied
them about almost everything they
had to say about Korea. I encour-
aged them that as private cultural
diplomats, they were doing an
excellent job for our fatherland.



Then, one evening while having
dinner, the TV newscaster reported
on the Kwangjoo massacre of stu-
dents. Within a matter of minutes,
all the beautiful illusions my chil-
dren had for their country were
shattered to pieces. Horror-struck
at the sight of long lines of pine-
wood coffins with a few flowers
mournfully placed on each, a student
kneeling on his knees in the middle
of the street with his hands tied
behind and being kicked and battered
on the back by the rifle-butt of a
fully armed soldier, a whole bunch
of students with their hands tied
behind and all roped to a line and
being dragged to somewhere--and many
more scenes of unspeakable cruelty
turned our evening into a nightmare.

When my children turned their tear-
filled eyes on me, they didn't have
to say a word. All the weight of
their accusations pierced through my
heart like the shock of lightning.
In the vacuous hall of my paralyzed
mind, the thundering roar of their
anger became repeated cries of
“liar, coward, betrayer," which kept
ringing in my ears for countless
times. In the accusing looks of my
children, I saw the curse of our
young generation directed at my
generation. Since then my children
stopped asking me about Korea; I
didn't blame them. How could I?
How could anyone in his right mind
justify what our generation has done
to our younger generation?

“If you are unable to do anything
about this terrible crime of your
generation," I told myself, "the
least you could do is admit and
apologize for what you have done."
The example I have cited is just one
of the several errors which the old
generations made collectively as a
race. Although it is uncomfortable
to talk about our errors, past or
present, and although "tradition"
forbids us to touch on its flaws
because it hurts, we cannot get a
clear sense of direction and purpose
for our future path unless we know
what went wrong in the past. You
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cannot work out a solution unless
you know what the problems are. The
modern history of Korea shows us the
nature of the problems we are en-
countering. '

Our monarchy was abolished, not by
the reform spirits of our grand-
parents, but by the force of
Japanese Empire which made Korea
part of their country at the turn of
the century. Our past generations
covered up their weakness and power-
lessness that had allowed this to
happen simply by directing our at-
tention to the injustice of the
Japanese aggression, It might be
emotionally gratifying to blame it
all on the invaders who barbarously
kept Korea under their occupation
for 36 years. But blaming others
does not justify or explain the in-
competence of our past generations.
We did not 1liberate ourselves from
the irongrip of Japanization move-
ment that severed our language from
our tongues and choked the throat of
our culture until it nearly died.
Our 1liberation in 1945 was a by-
product of the Allies' victory in
World War II. And it is the stu-
pidity of our fathers who got them-
selves tangled in the ideological
warfare of the so-called superpowers
that divided our country into two
halves. And the blindness of our
generation is now joining forces

‘with the stupidity of our fathers to

perpetuate that division.

No American nor any Russian would
let you come in and put up an
eternal wall in the middle of his
house and order him to stay sep-
arated forever from his brothers and
sisters. There is no such thing as
half an independence just as no
human being can lead half a life,
Adam Smith did not write his Wealth
of the Nation with the welfare of

Koreans 1in his mind, nor did Karl
Marx write his Das Kapital with
Koreans in the back of his cons-
ciousness. And yet blinded by these
illusions called -isms and doggishly
loyal to superpowers who divided our
country simply for their conven-
ience, my generation is butchering
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our own sons and daughters for
raising their voice against our
blindness, and with the guns that
are supposed to protect them.

The stupidity of our grandparents
had turned us into the slaves of the
Japanese Empire for nearly half a
century. Now my generation is join-
ing forces with the stupidity of our
fathers to turn ourselves into the
slaves of two superpowers.

This is the main current of the
Korean heritage, which my genera-
tion, because of its folly and moral
cowardice, is about to leave you, my
dear young generation of Koreans. I
do not ask for your forgiveness; for
such enormous crimes as we have com-
mitted, there can be no forgiveness.
I merely ask you to be strong and
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learn to survive among the packs of
wolves waiting to snatch at the
carrion when we are victimized. The
current scene is much like a jungle

in which natural selection and the
survival of the fittest are the
rules of social advance and material
gain. Our task is to elevate this

animal state of society to a civil-

ized state, where the raw power of

the fist and mechanical forces are
made to serve the interests of all

Koreans. I hope your rerason and
senses will select and modify what

you inherit from my generation, and

turn it into a heritage which truly
satisfies your heart and your mind.
A1l the "good" things about home,
country and religion which we, the
old generation, tell you are subject
to your intellectual and emotional
scrutiny, however well-intentioned

they may be.
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