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Dated 28th August 1987

Human Rights Survey 1937
Name: Nai Shwe Kyin
Age: 7h Sex: lMale Nationality/Ethnic group: MHon/Mon-Khamer family

Profession: President. The llew lion State Party, llon State, Burma

T

llember of which organisation opposed to Burmese government, if any: The
lNew Mon State Party.

Military rank/government position, if any: Commander-in-Chief of the lion
National Liberation Army and Executive llead of the parallel Adnministration.

Reason for observing the Durma political situation/frontier war: To topple
the military dictatorship of Do lle /in and restore peace, cewmocracy,
freedom and equality in the Federated Union of Durma. Civil war along
the Thai-Burmese bhorder.

1, Military abuse (such as using civilians for forced labour, talking
civilian hostages purposely endangering the lives of civilians,
commitiing criminal acts egainst civilians):

On October 1986, the 61st Regiment of the Burma Army stationed in Ye
Township, Mon State, Durma, started its 'Four Cuts' operations -~ ileaning
prohibition of support, transport, logistics and information to the
dissident ethnic groups by the general masses wvhile the army is in actione
On pretext as collaborators of resistance groups Burmese soldiers
tortured the Mon and the Karen villagers and ransacked and plundered
their belongings in remote villages Irom their headquarters. To avoid
such atrocities thousands of lons and Karens fled from their villages in
Burma across the border into Thailand. Hundreds of them are still
displaced to this day. Those vho could not flee were concentrated in
enclosures of barbed wire vithout any shade and fed meagerly.

During tne months covering llovember and December 1986 end the first
cuarter of 1987, villagers from different parts of lon and Karen States
wvere press-ganged as porters by arny battalions under the command of the

Southeast lilitary legion stationed at iouvlmein. These porters were
ordered to carry heavy arms and armmunitions and were also used as human
shields at the front line. Those who fell ill were not treated properly

but left to die or killed in the jungles.

Since independence from Lritain in 1948 and forty years of civil
war thereafter, all the indegenous peoples of Durma had encountered
innumerable instances of robbery, Trape, aurder and destruction in
villages of their ancestral domain by the Durma Army.

2. Imprisonment (imprisonment without charges or without trial,
imprisoning someone for non~violent expression of political belies's
or because of their ethnic group or religion, torturing nrisoners)

Fundamental democratic rights are not tolerated by the military
government led by the Durmese Socialist Programme Party. The
state~controlled press gives out choked nevs to distract the general
public from reality. L rcod example of it is as follows: g

In.retalit%on to the five Durmese soldiers killed by a hand grenade
lobbed into their midst by a llon commando, Capt. Lun Maung, Commander
of 5th Company, 615t Battalion of the Durma Army, ordered his
subordinate Lt. Thein liaung to lunch three 81mm mortar shells into the
Mon mass gathering at the pagoda festival at Lamaing village, Ye Township
on the night of 12th larch 1987. The mortar blasts killed 20 civilians
including 2 monks and wounded over one hundred and fifty villagers

O

To cover up their action of racial prejudice, a misleading news
report, under strict goveranment censorship, was given to the DBBC Burmese
section by its correspondent U laung llaung saying that the deed wvas done




e 1
by a Hon soldier under arrest vho got injured during the blasts. The
news further deceived the public by adding that proper medical treatment
had been given to hinm.

Actually & young villager from Duya village, Ye township was
arrested and tortured to admit %that he did the mischief. Only two out of
three mortar shells exploded. “he unexploded shell was kept as an exhibit
for evidence by the village elders,

3. Civil Rights (denying rights or benefits because of ethnic group or
religion; suppressing religious practices, cultural expression, or
language):

ilovement to re V'ive the collocuial and written Hon language in lon
dominant areas by social-wuelfarc ninded lion youths were frustrated by the
local Burmese authorities, under sccret orders Trom the central government.

It is regrettable to staté that though ’eveloped foreign countries
such as America, Cermany, France, Lltaly, Lritain and Japan ﬁp?r1c1ated the
richness of Mon literature, the Durmese government is indifferent. Thanks
to the research work made by Drs. lalliday, Haswell, Blagden and Luce intc
the intricacies of the ilon langvgge covering the ancient, medieval ond
modern periods lion scripts are now readable. Just as in Britain where lion
language is taught at the London School of Oriental Studies and African
Languages, the Japanese government intends to teach the language at the
Institute of Internatlonal Languages, EKyoto. “he Japanese Imbassy's
repeated request to permit Hai Fen Hla, a lon scholar who worked and
retired as Hon Cultural Officer in the Archacological Depqrtmcnt of Burnma,
to work as lion Professor at the Institute were summarily rejected by the
Burmese government.

It is not only the Mons but also other ethnic groups are facing the
e

Burmanisation policy of the Durmese Socialist Programme Party governnent

The bankruptcy of political and cconomic policies of the Burmese
government had resulted in its application to the UN for “poorest nation
status', Instances of the plight of farmers and workers are shown below:

The state ownership of land and treatment of farmers as serves had
retained the semi-feudalistic system of farming, The state collection of
all paddy in the fields leaving only marginal amount to the t?llers :
deprived them of their fruits of their labour who are forced to subsist
on the black market. This cconomic renression converted many small
farmers into landless labourcrs vho subsist as agricultural seosonal
labourers or driven to urban arcas to seek worl,

Labourers have no say in Lurma. “heir cheap labour i* exnloited
by those who enploy them. This sector vhich nsrovides subs 1r ial
contribution to the economy of the country lived in ﬁOQLzu, “he
overall situation in the country nceds inmediate rectification,
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