Ringing, Stillness, Pearl Light

Jor piano and tape
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RINGING, STILLNESS, PEARL LIGHT

This work, for solo piano and synthesized tape, was commissioned in 1986 by a
consortium of three performers--Deborah Dewey, Alberto Rafols, and Joel
Salsman. It reflects a continuation of my interest in exploring the interplay
between live and electronic instruments. As a composer with a performance
background, I sought to create a variety of timbral associations and connections
between p[piano and tape. The tape portion itself was conceived as a kind of
orchestra containing acoustic-type instruments whose sounds are electronically
processed, and electronically-characterized instruments. Equipment utilized in
the creation of the tape includes a sampling device, the Ensoniq Mirage,
Yamaha synthesizers and grocessing modules, a 4-track tape recorder, and a
sequencing program called Soundscape. My collaborator for the production of
the tape was Robert Austin.

The title of the piece grew out of a poetic view of the musical gestures
themselves. In its delineations of sound, time, and acoustic space the images of
ringing, stillness and light came repeatedly to my mind. In fact, the
compositional alternations of these images play a form-determining role in the
work. RINGING, STILLNESS, PEARL LIGHT was completed in November
of 1987 and is recorded on the Centaur label.

Diane Thome
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