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CHRISTINE O. GREGOIRE
Governor

STATE OF WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
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I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Seattle-Washington State Korean
American Association for holding its annual Arirang Night Banquet. This year' s event is spe­
cial.

Since I was assigned here as the Consul General of the Republic of Korea during the
centennial of Korean American Immigration in 2003. I have seen the local Korean American
community sailing confidently toward another centennial through witnessing every aspect of
their vital activities.

For instance, in October 2003, a symposium sponsored by the Association entitled
"Korean American Identities: A Look Forward" was held at the University of Washington.

This symposium commemorated the centennial of Korean American Immigration.
It is a great pleasure to join you in celebration of the publication and distribution of the

book, a compilation made possible through the symposium. This telling and intriguing volume
is sure to make a difference. Every library should have a copy.

In addition to law and medicine seminars, the Association has encouraged youth talks
between the first and second generations. The association' s devotion to Korean youth is evi­
dent in this year' s theme "Hand in Hand, Generation United" .

It is my sincere hope that through events such as this the ties between the generations
will continue to grow and expand. Through strengthening our relationships with each other we
all become stronger.

Greetings from the Governor
December 10,2005

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to all of those attending Arirang Night,
hosted by the Washington State Korean Association. I am confident that you and your
loved ones will greatly enjoy this evening of camaraderie, entertainment, and wonderful
food.

Celebrations such as these enrich us all. They bring the community together in a spirit of
fun and fellowship. They encourage the audience to gain a greater understanding of, and
appreciation for, the rich and beautiful Korean culture. And they remind us that diversity
is one of our state's greatest strengths.

I commend the Washington State Korean Association for making this night possible, and
for bringing heightened recognition to the important contributions that Korean Americans
have made to society. I applaud their commitment to serve their culture, as well as their
sponsorship of various events that enrich and benefit the community.

Again, thank you for coming. Please accept my best wishes for a joyful evening, and for
happiness and prosperity in all the years to come.

Sincerely,

2005.11

~~
Christine O. Gre~i: 0a--­

Governor
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Best wishes for a successful and enjoyable banquet.

Sincerely,

Jae-Gouk Kim
Consul General
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~nit:e.o~tale6 ~enate
WASHINGTON. DC 20510-4705

December 10, 2005

Seattle-Washington State Korean American ASsociation
1200 South Angelo Street
Seattle, WA 98108

Dear Friends,

I am writing to congratulate you on another year ofcelebrating the activities and
accomplishments of Korean Americans throughout Washington State \vith your
organization's annual Arirang ight Banquet. Though I am unable to attend your event I
would like to thank your organization for promoting the rich cultural heritage ofKorean
Americans.

I commend the Seattle..Washington State Korean American Association for its efforts to
link together Korean American citizens of all generations. Your efforts to provide
important and vital services such as free legal and medical seminars for Korean
Americans are making a difference.

I congratulate you on another great year of service to this community. The goals of the
Seattle-Washington State Korean American Association are commendable, and I would
like to extend my wannest greetings and wishes to your members for a successful event
this evening.

Sincerely,

~~
Maria Cant\vell
United States Senator

~~~!i! 2005 . 8

Snohomish County
Executive's Office

Seattle I Washington State Korean Association
Arirang Night Dinner
December 10, 2005

On behalfof the more than 620,000 residents of Snohomish
County, I cun honored to extend my best wishes to the Seattle­
Washington State Korean Association as you celebrate your
Arirang Night Dinner.

Here in the Pacific Northwest, we take great pride in our
unique quality of life. It is the natural beauty, economic
opportunity and cultural diversity of our region that makes the
Northwest such a desirable place to live, work and raise a
fcunily.

We have a vital responsibility to ensure that all members of
community have the opportunity to achieve success. I
commend you for your continuing contributions to the present
and future generations of Korean-Americans, and for the
completion of your book Korean American Identities: A Look
Forward.

Best wishes to you all as you celebrate your Arirang Night
Dinner. May your rich cultural contributions to this
community continue to grow and prosper in the years ahead.

Sincerely,

~R~~
County Executive

~~~!i! 2005 . 9
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DtIEg ~ ~.~EI .21i:1
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WHEREAS, on March 1, 1919, the Declaration ofKorean Independence was publicly proclaimed in Pagoda Park in Seoul,
Korea; and

WHEREAS, this event marked the beginning ofa nationwide movement that ultimately led to a sovereign Korea; and

WHEREAS, the suppression ofthe movement led to thousands ofdeaths and up to 45,000 arrests; and

WHEREAS, the organizers for this event-Buddhists, Christians, and members ofCh 'hondogyo alike-set aside religious and
class differences and encouraged a peaceful, popular resistance; and

WHEREAS. there are now more than 2,000,000 Korean Americans in the United States, and with a population ofover 50,000
in King County alone, Korean Americans play an important role in maintaining the strength, vitality, and development ofour region;

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the Metropolitan King County Council, proclaim March 1, 2005, to be

KOREAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT DAY
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Pete von Reichbauer, Council Vice Chair

in King County, and we encourage all citizens to acknowledge the accomplishments ofour Korean community and support the
celebration ofthis important day.
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