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SUBJECT: NEW REFUGEE MASSACRE ALLEGED 

1. (C) SUMMARY: SALVADORAN ANTI-GUERRILLA OPERATIONS 
LAST WEEKPRODUCED SUDDEN NEW INFLUX OF REFUGEES INTO 
HONDURAS. PRO-GUERRILLA "SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE" ALLEGES 
MASSACRE OF REFUGEES AND JOINT OPERATIONS BY SALVADORAN 
AND HONDURAN TROOPS. LOCAL UNHCR OFFICIAL (PROTEXD CONFIRMS 
REFUGEE INFLUX BUT SAW NO EVIDENCE OF REFUGEE MISTREATMENT 
IN HONDURAS. PRESS SOURCE SAW BODIES, APPARENTLYOF FLEEING 
REFUGEES, IN RIVER WHICH FORMS FRONTIER. INCIDENT BEING 
PLAYED BY GUERRILLA SUPPORTERS AS REPLAY OF ALLEGED 
MAY 1980 "MASSACRE" INqDENT. WE BELIEVE ALLEGATIONS OF 
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REFUGEE MISTREATMENT BY GOH FORCES TO BE FALSE. END SUMMARY. 

2. (U) PRES OF 24 MARCH CARRIES REPORT, SOURCEDTO 
NATIONAL COODINATOR FOR SOLIDARITY WITH SALVADORAN 
PEOPLE (CNSPS), ALLEGING MASSACRE OF SALVADORAN REFUGEES. 
INCIDENT SAID TO HAVE OCCURRED ON 18 MARCH ALONG 
HONDURAN BORDER NEAR TOWN OF LA VIRTUD, WHICH ALREADY 
HAS LARGE REFUGEE CONCENTRATION. TOWN ADJOINS ONE OF 
"BOLSONES" (POCKETS} OF DISPUTED TERRITORY WHICH HAS 
BECOME LONG-ESTABLISHED GUERRILLA SANCTUARY. ACCORDING 
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TO REPORT, SOME SIX THOUSAND REFUGEES, LARGELY WOMEN, 
CHILDREN AND OLD PEOPLE WERE ATTEMPTING TO CROSS THE 
LEMPA RIVER (WHICH FORMS PART OF THE FRONTIER IN THAT 
ZONE) WHEN THEY WERE ATTACKED IN EARLY MORNING HOURS 
BY SALVADORAN PLANES, HELICOPTERS AND THREE HUNDRED 
GOES TROOPS. ATTACKS SAID TO HAVE CONTINUED DURING 
THE DAY, WITH SALVADORAN PLANES AND HELICOPTERS PENETRATING 
HONDURAN AIRSPACE AND MORTAR SHELLS FIRED 
UP TO SEVERAL KILOMETERS INTO HONDURAN TERRITORY. 

3. (U) REPORT ALSO ALLEGES SERIES OF OUTRAGES BY 
HONDURAN BORDER TROOPS AGAINST FLEEING REFUGEES, SAID 
TO HAVE REACHED TOTAL OF 7000 DURING COURSE OF DAY. 
DETACHMENT OF OVER 400 HONDURAN TROOPS WERE ALLEGED TO HAVE 
CROSSED FRONTIER TO ASSIST GOES FORCES IN A TT ACK ON 
FLEEING REFUGEES. REPORT CONCLUDES NOTING THAT UNHCR 
HAS BEEN ASKED TO "INVESTIGAGE AND DENOUNCE" THE 
SITUATION. 

4. (C) UNHCR LOCAL DIRECTOR (PROTECT) HAS ALREADY 
INVESTIGATED SITUATION, HAVING JUST RETURNED FROM THREE 
DAYS IN AREA. HE INFORMED POLOFF THAT SUDDEN INFLUX 
OF REFUGEES ACTUALLY TOTALLED ABOUT 4000 (GOH HAS 
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ANNOUNCED 3500} AND THAT THEY HAVE BEEN PUT UP ON EMERGENCY 
TENT COLONY NEAR LA VIRTUD. (UP TO 
NOW, REFUGEES THERE HAD BEEN "INTERGRA TED" INTO THE 
COMMUNITY--TGU 1871.) SIGNIFICANTLY, SOURCE SAID HE 
OBSERVED NO RPT NO EVIDENCE OF "OUTRAGES" ALLEGEDLY 
COMMITTED ON HONDURAN TERRITORY. HE HAS A REPORT 
OF TWO REFUGEES KILLED IN HONDURAS, BUT FEW DETAILS 
AND NO CONFIRMATION. GOES HELICOPTER GUNSHIP ATTACKS 
WERE OBSERVED BUT HE SAYS THEY TOOK PLACE ACROSS LEMPA 
RIVER OVER SALVADORAN TERRITORY. HE REPORTS INCREASED 
GOH MILITARY PRESENCE IN AREA, CHECKING REFUGEES FOR 
WEAPONS, BUT SAYS THEY FOUND ~ONE. Fl NALLY, HE REPORTS 
CONTINUING GOOD COOPERATION FROM LOCAL MILITARY, 
ESPECIALLY IN MAKING ARRANGEMENTS TO ACCOMMODATE LATEST 
REFUGEE INFLUX. 

5. (U) LOCAL PRESS CONTACT WHO HAS ALSO JUST VISITED 
AREA REPORTS SEVERAL FLEEING SALVADORANS HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN TO HOSPITAL IN SANTA ROSA DE COPAN WITH GUNSHOT 
WOUNDS, POSSIBLY SUSTAINED IN HONDURAN TERRITORY. 
(ACCORDING TO OTHER PRESS REPORTS THERE ARE YOUNG MALES, 
POSSIBLY FLEEING GUERRILLAS.) PRESS SOURE SAW 
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SEVERAL BODDIES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN FLOATING IN 
AND RECOVERED FROM LEMPA RIVER. HE ALSO REPORTS 
HEARING (UNVERIFIED) STORIES OF SALVADORAN PARA-M 
MILITARY FORCES INVADING LA VIRTUD AREA TO HARASS 
REFUGEES. (THIS HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN DENOUNCED 
FOR ITS OWN REASONS BY SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE - TGU 
1798 - BUT IS NONETHELESS GIVEN CREDENCE BY UNHCR REP.) PRESS 
SOURCE NOTES MANY EYEWITNESSES TO SALVADORAN STRAFFING 
RUNS WITH CONFUSION AS TO WHICH COUNTRY TARGETS WERE IN. 

6. (C) COMMENT: INCIDENT APPEARS TO REFLECT RECENT 
GOES OPERATIONS TO CLEAR GUERRILLA STRONGHOLDS IN 
NEIGHBORING CHALATENANGO AND CABANAS DEPARTMENTS. 
THERE APPEARS NO DOUBT OPERATIONS WERE CARRIED OUT 
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RIGHT UP TO AND POSSIBLY BEHOND. HONDURAN BORDER 

\ !RESPONSE BY 
COORDINATING COMMITTEE, WHICH IS GUERRILLA-CONTROLLED 
PROPAGANDA ARM, SUGGESTS FAIR DEGREE OF SUCCESS BY GOES 
MILITARY. IMMEDIACY AND DETAIL OF RESPONSE CLEARLY 
INDICATES CNSPS CONTACT WITH GUERRILLAS WHICH HAS ALSO 
BEEN PICKED UP BY PRESS CONTACT. PRESENT INCIDENT 
IS ALREADY BEING PLAYED BY PRO-GUERRILLA ELEMENTS AS 
REPEAT OF MAY 1980 SUMPUL RIVER "MASSACRE" IN WHICH 
HONDURAN TROOPS ALLEGED TO HAVE DRIVEN HUNDREDS (OR 
THOUSANDS) OF REFUGEES BACK INTO FIRE OF SALVADORAN 
TROOPS. WE CANNOT SPEAK FOR WHAT HAPPENED ON SALVADORAN SIDE 
OF FRONTIER, BUT ALLEGATIONS OF HONDURAN PERSECUTION 
OF REFUGEES AND JOINT MILITARY OPERATIONS WITH 
SALVADORAN FORCES APPEAR JUST AS FLIMSY AS EARLIER 
REPORTED INCIDENTS. EMBASSY CONTINUES TO BELIEVE IT GOH POLICY 
THAT ITS FORCES LIMIT THEIR ROLE TO DEFENCE OF FRONTIER. 
WALKER 
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