








The Grand Rationalization

“The chief objection [to flushing human excreta from houses 
into common sewers] is the pollution of the water of the river 
into which the sewers are discharged.  Admitting the 
expediency of avoiding the pollution, it is nevertheless proved 
to be of almost inappreciable magnitude in comparison 
with the ill health occasioned by the constant retention of …. 
pollution in the most densely people districts.”
Edwin Chadwick, 1842

By 1846, a WC was required in all new construction and 
remaining cesspools were required to have overflow 
connections to the sewers.















1858 Year of the Great Stink



1859 Construction begins on major 
sanitary sewage lines.

1863 Pandemic ends
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Reported Cases of Waterborne 
Infectious Disease in the United 

States: 1920 - 1992
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Studies of Chlorination By-products in 
Drinking Water and Bladder Cancer
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