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Welcome to Korea Night Banquet

KOREA DA Y wasjint declared April~, 1975 by Governor Dan Evans.
Since then Governor John Spellman declared Korea Day April 23, 1983 and
honored the banquet with his preSt!'1W6. 77tis year, we continue this worthy
trodition. Thank yqujur attending the KOREA NIGHT Banquet. Tonight we
reach out injriendship in the hope qfbuilding a better tomorrow. .we extend
our wannest regards to the American community with whom we are d£eply
involved. From our jirst arrival here in America we have devoted ourselves
in seeking to understand the American way qf life.

7bnight, however, we have invited yqu to a Korea Night, a timejor meeting
us, hearing a little Korean music, seeing some traditional dancing and listen­
ing to some qf the leaders who unite us. We hope this meeting will bind us
with understanding and empathy jur one another's needs, and we also hope
it will increase awareness qf what the Kurean community has to offer to
America in business interests o/mutual beruifit, infresh ideas and outlook,
in d£ep~ and jriendship.

A relationship to be tnte and lasting must be reciprocal.. We hope in
reaching out to you this day, we can initiate reciproca.l relationships that will
precipitate lasting mutual beruifit.
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B, Cho, Chat Hat

.. ,117 ,Baperi••ce

I was born in Seoul, Korea and came to the United ~tates at t~1e age of
three. I have lived in the U~ited States for about 16 years •. As a Korean
student who gre'" up iil the U.S. , learning how to associate W1,t,h others was
very difficult.

In the middle of my Junior high school years, my famil~ mov~d and :r had
to Il1ake a 'completely new friends. 'l'he junior high schod! I·' went to was a
predominantly white-American school. 1'he earlier schools I went to had a
fair mix of Asian students to white students. Again I had that same feeling
about Il1aking new friends as I did when I started kindergarten Il1any . years,
before. As time goes on you feel much more relax witI?- your self and your
new surrounding and then you start to Il1ake new friends.

1'he high sehool I went to was also, predominant , with white -American
students. I already had some friends at the start 91' my high school.
'l'herefore, it ,was much easier totransfer school then it was to transfer
earier from two different junior high schools. At the high school I went to,
it. had a club called .tOe Asian St.udents Coalition (ASC), were the club
was for new incoming students into the high school to meet other st.udents.
In'having a club like this in school it should help aany students who have
just recently come to the U.S. to meet new people without a lot of stress to
make new friends. A social club like this in a school is very helpful to
students to make ,new friends. A problem with these clubs is that many students
who have recently come to the U.S. do not feel they would be accepted by
other students in the club and therefore do not utilize the help that this
club could do for them., I'1any students would try to just associate with their
own, race. For example, Vietnames student,s would Il1ake friends only with other
Vietnames students arxi Korean st.udents would make friends with other Koreans.
Joining a social club in your sehool is a very good way to help make new
friends of all races.

During my senior year, I became president of the Asian Student Coalition.
Within the year, the students who ,would come t.o t~p meetings would be stu­
dents who h'aveAbeen in 'the U.S. for a fair amount of time. 1'rying to urge
other students to come to the meetings or the social activities was very diffi­
cult problem to overcome. Some methods that our coalition tried were to
have refreshments at the me~tings and have scx:ial activities that were inter­
esting to the students. 1'hese efforts had some positive results, but students
would not have to be involved in such activities because of some type of moti­
vation. I would not consider my efforts as president of the ASC a total fail­
ure, but it would have been a lot more satis1'~qg i.f students would join
because they wanted to meet new arxi dit'1'erent People.

;'! I know from my past that it is very diffic~t to make new frierxis e,spa­
cia~yif you a student who has just arrived in the U, S. I encourage to all
students, joining a scoail club within your high school will be a satisfying
experience.
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By Part, Gina

I'm a Korean-American

I am a Korean in America. So are my parents. And you might. be

also. However, there is a subUe difference in my case. I &II a

Korean bom in America. Many traditional Koreans view my situation

as unfortunate, but they are wrong. Being a second-generation Korean

is a great advantage.

I have the benefit of two cultures, each with its own richness

in knOWledge, tradition, folklore, attitudes, and lifestyles. Though

my education was from an American society, formal education is ONLY

a part of the formation of a person. '!be most crucial element is the

faJlily unit. Parental care and ~dance is the key to completing the

person as a whole. Being an American-Korean was such a wonderful

thing to me when I was young. I could speak, understand, and read two

I feel my hard work has paid off, now that I am in professional

school. And I strongly believe that if it worked for me, it can work

for anyone who sets hiS/her mind to it. Achievement is easy with de-

termination. '!bere is great promise for the Korean society. We have

so many young people, all growing with the added bonus of two cultures

to rely on.

-_ ,
i ~~~ 111 td" ~~of - I
i ~<U~ ~%~.x.....(1 41 I
• •
~-~ _._......•~,

- * *
languages. I could eat kimchee or. hamburgers. Moreover, I could

1\,'
understand two different cultures because I'-Was .the fusion of the two.

It was fun when I was young, as it should be, but now it is an integral

part of myself, a part which should be taken advantage of and used to

its potential.

It does not matter what I do, I will always be Korean. 1; will

always be a minority in this society, but this fact is what drives me

to work diligently. In essence;I am a Korean with equalled intelli-
-I • oJ,

• ~~ • -ll!-Ii!t
.1lI~~ret

• ..~ i'!I 1lI 4iI &j:: iii­
~ -Ii!- (U\!I" ~.)

.~....~ ...~e

• ~'i!.t .~ ...~ ...·.~~A. IjJ.4iI" *1.11.
• ~ -M ... ~1it
• Sexual counseling

gence and understanding of an American. With just a litUe harder work,

the benefits can be .. increased fantastically. We, the Korean people,

must make a good name for ourselves. Second best should not be tolerated.
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