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)p.5l4, 26:20b)
L , ,

Yanggo kosM (~j;p-~LJ ~r
. I~:if... ~I

-. tccording to the Li-chi, .Jllperor --,hun (literally. ',:u-c,hih
-,,, \. ...- ;'"

doned the simui( ~'j: -u.:.... :ceremonic 1 garment) \-lhen IIcaring for the aged ll

(Tngno: \-lhen entertaining aged people). (note: _ith regard to the clothes

uorn when e1 tertaining (caring for) the aged, at that time all (such

) says tha t \-Jhen

king held a par~or his officials.

:Emperor Shun) wore the simlui
f I-

, ''"AZi ./&But it \-laS only tnat ~u-\'lu-shihc.,f1{~

because he \Vas chil ( 1 ~ : simple and unadorned--or the clothesR \Jere
""

--::J - ~si¥lp>le and unadorned). K'ung I-ta( -V.::1 t 4L

clothes) \vere the clothes \'1Orn \Jhen the

the ruler entertains the ageQ, the'e are § 4 varieties (of tmis).

The first is entertaining (cariLg fo~) the san-lao and vru-keng. The

seco d is \.hen sons or I;randsolls (of 3) meone) has given his life for

the country and the l'ing entertains the father IIlX and grc:ndfather of the

person \Jho has uied. The third is entertaining elderly retired officials.

The fourth is investi@ating the household registers to compare ages of

people and then entertaining the elderly among the common people.

) means

antiquity (the reigns

yang (

Things were one thiS vay through all four ages of
J. .~]

of ,lu ( tj, :Shun), H{ia, Yin, and Chou) (end note)
1'1-.

~1lIM: (Accormmn to the Li-chi) you entertain the 1uo-lao (yang kuo-laot})~)
b

in the upper hsia g ( ~ 11-/ ) and you entertain the shU-laO(~~

elderly among the conunoners) at the 10\le ... hsiang, but wrn you use the

ott:" -rJ
ritual used at ban uets (yon-rye·-J·i.{.;f). (note: hsi~g( 14

• 1 I
f;,- :to entertain). The shang-hsiang( -~"-I'1 ) is the Right School

I v...... k h
(uhak,A;~ or the T'ai-hsUeh( -r~ ~), locate in the \'lestern suburbs.

Y ..-.--G, i-":):l,
The hsia-hsiang ( (....- f7' )is t he left school (''''',.- ~ ) or the ~mall

school (hsiao-hsUeh c... -t )located in the midule of the c.:pi.tal

(kuo-chung I~ ) to the east of the king's palace. Hend note)
high, exalted . ~~. ~,

These \-lere very good rites. (kirye sang i ~ 'G (1--)~ ).p.SlS, 26:2la)

The

(hyonyang

taken as a model and nurtured (entertained)

: Pyongyang , 4, 376: They took the virtue of the
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p.5l5, 26:2la) as a model and entertained them out of concern for their health),

You yang them (K~NRxXX entertain or:to take as a moael).
,,~

pop ( "").:-0<

and it was not felt necessary to spea~ good words (of instruction) to

-j..;'" ,,~
them (at such times) (pulga on' /J .:.&). (note: Hyon( f ) means_ Uv<.r ,_~

carefor them) to make them a model, in terms of their virtue and behavior.

ThiS pr~ctice existed since the time of the 5 emperors) (end note).

:Pyongyang , 4, 376: a history f~XXN~pmxHX

l' nd if (

~::r-t and make

ny of them) have performed goo
-)

,,' \h
a tonsa tr L

deeds, then you record them

~xx~tmx of filial a_d humane acts) (note: tonsa means a historical

record of filial and humane and generous acts).)(end note)

The Hsia ( yni.lsty) people vIa e XN banquet clothes when they entertained

the elderly. (note: They changed the sysmem of \Ju (Emperor Shun) and

), ~Jhich

eyalted the ,,,earing of black ceremonMl garments) (end note) They
, "'I

e'tertaine the kuo-lao in the Eastern Shut%(j )and they entertained

the shu-lao in the ~-Jestern ..:lhu, and in doing so they used the ritual

for laying out a big spread (yung hyang-rye1f\*{'L- ). (note:

-;b" ~
The Tung-shu( n"'t7 ) refers to the Tung-chiao( ~ynJ

was also (c,-,lleu) the T1ai-hstieh, located in the middle of the capital

to the east of the royal palace. The Hsi-shu (..,estern shu) \vas located

in the \'lestern31bu_b)(end note)

In the Yiil dynasty, I1hen they entertained t he elderly they wore idl~- -\
white [jannents (kOUi~~IiP- ) (ncte: because they honored the color

white)(end note), and they entertained the kuo-lao in the right school,

white), andblack and 10\'Ier ones

Eastern chiao( ~~ ) (chiao
to' ,

'Ju-hsiang((~R )
the ,;estern suluurb of the caoital. (nd: e: all of tne!eK,nlere

shu-lao in the left school, and they used the signnye

and they entertained the shu-lao in the

in doing so (note: pronounced ssu)
\Jg.en

-in the Chou dynasty system,/they entertai~ed the elderly ~XH ~~~~~-J.h

~ , uPfU-" 5""'--:'-"""/
(nlack) clothes (hyonui~ 7~(note: the hyonlui~ I-

and entertained the

(Shih-l/t..:;:L )

they Hark dark
-t ;JJ-,

sodang "1,. \.)- :upper garments were
': I, "AL

they entertained the Kuo-lao in the

means k'e 41-)
vlhich \vas 1oca ted in
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p. 515, 26: 2la) \-Jere names of schools. 1.,h::tt '(-;as different (in the names of the schools)

\Jere just things that \Jere mutually changed (shifted around) during

the 4 ages of antiquity in China, and that is all. In some cases one

dynasty ''1Ould elevate the west (in importance), or in others, the east.

Or they regarded the capital as more important, or sometimes the suburbs.

In the Chou dynasty the Hsiao-hsueh (small schoOl) was regarded as the

hsiang( ~ ) of Yu~ih~~t-'(yEmperorohun) and that is

'-lhy they Darned it the \iu-hsiaDg. Inestablishing the provincial sbhools

(hsiang-hsueh, hyanghak), it was also like this.)(end note) And in

the Chou dyn~.:y they combined the use of the Hu-yen (f$......:?:E!:.~/:Emp2. rod:

Shun's ban:;et ritua1), the Hs'oa _hs iang (~) and the Yi~ shih(~J.-il
rites (in wearing ritual clothes when entertaining the elderly) (note:
,--r In MKXRgx combining the use of all these rites they \-lere preparing things

)

to meet the requirements of both yin and yang. In general, drinking

nurtures the forces of yang (yang-ch'i r~~ )and e~g_ nurtures

the force of yang. For yang they used the seasons of spring and summer

month)

yin they us <.i. the seasons of 1Q fall and ,-,Tinter.) (end note)

hSia-kuan(1~ ), La-Shih({t1J\/) in mid-spting (2ndThe

foran

!
I captures K~xxNgxEXxa some birds of springtime and presents pidgeons (to the

king) in order to (use them to) entertain the kuo-lao (state elderly).

26:2lb)

(note: Ihe birds of spring refers to those birds who hibernate (during winter)

(chih~ ):-~ ~e- the first to appear (",ake upHin the spring) .• t this
-~ ~ I

time the haWk (ying ~ i3 transformed into a piggen (~~ ), and

together with spring birds, they change their old fonn and become new.

[
~ are appropriate to offer to ~he aged because they help in rejuvenating

the vital forces (cho saenggi~~~(end note) ,

According to the YHeh-jb.gling(i] 1 ), in mid-fa 11 (8th month), ~
the Son of Heaven yang (entertains, nurtures) the declining elderly (soero-,rg L

and gives them a small table (chi, k\le. \1- and staff (Charg{JC-

and feed3x: them soft ggruel to eat and drink. (note •.• ) Those ",ho are 50 yrs of a1
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are enter'ained in the provinces (hsiang ~~ ), and those of 60' years of

age are entertained in the capital (kuo l@ ). Those Xl 70 years of

age are entertained in the school (hsUeh), mId the etiquette (rites)

used is the same for (the won of Heaven) down to the feudal lords~. (note ••• )

Those 80 years of age bow to receive the ruler's command take their

seats once and (bO\! their heads) t\·lElice. Those 90 years of age send

someone else to acce.pt it for them. (note: the ,vord Icornmmrld" (ming)

means that the ruler does not personally offer them food; he must send it

to them in accordance with rites (ritual procedure). The commentary

sta tes: Those 80 yearsof age have 'gradually declined and weakened, and they

cannot stand (the ardors of) coming to the school to reseive entertairunent

(food offerings, banquets )m, so the m ler in accordance \vith the rituals

involved in REiEXNg providing food for the eldersly sends someone else

to go to EN their homes to give it to them. At the time t he elderly

receiveS. the Dlerx's Ilming" (commaJl1d, food presents), they must bm-l twice.

If they cannot bear the ardords involved in that, it is sufficient if

they genuflect once and then gEl bm·] the head twice to t he ground, in lieu

of two bows (kowtows). In the case of those 90 years of age itis not

necessary for them to bmv themselves; they can send someone else to receive

the food offerings in their place.)(end note)

1J~ I~~When the ta-ho-lo~ ~~ ~__ : Pyongyang , 4, 377, when the king goes

to Iiseell the school (university) ) is performed, it is necessary to

carry out the entertainment of the aged (yang-no). (note: The taipk-ho-lo

means when (the emperor) goes to the school in the spring and performs

~f( lJ,
the s~kch'ae(-I\'~ :t- :same as sokchon ~ : rites at the shrine of Confucius)

and convenes (everyone) to dance, and in the fall \vhen he confers (rewards?)

on good students and has people join their voices together (insong?). At this

", \~
time the .3on of Heaven llsees the school" (Sihak#J~) and ente~taih1efLt,1't:-

aged.)(end note) As for the rit~als for seeking advice and~rdS?

(kuon habon chi rye~'~i:~~~\nboth cases the HSiao-10-C~~g(~,~O
announces this (to the ruler) and they are performed 4- 'fCtfl.. f;t (J
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'\
p.S1S, 26:&2 21b) (note: The term kuon~~ :seek advice) means to entertain (nurture)

the \vorthy among

what constitutes

the aged and accordingly seek ~eir good advice on
.q~

good behavior. The term hab'o( \'1/ W""1.1 refers to

various types of rituals, like the wine-drinking and banquet and archery
.. t?--~

rites. The Hsiang-she-chi(~al'~tq:,st.tes •••

In gener 1 the kings of t he three (dynastJ)es) in entertaining the

aged, all did it according to their ages. ~(Investigated the <}?;es of

people by referring to the household re isters). (note: One should

consultjthe household register~ and compare ages and on that basis exempt

(people from tgxation?). lany of the lage number of aged are not lJOrthy

~ men and you cannot entertain all of them. After the entertainment of the

kuo-lao (state elderly) is finished, then immediate consult the

householi regi.;ters to find the ages of people, and grant awards to

(t'ai-hsUeh), at dalm he beats the E drum for the purpose of alerting

): ·.:hen the son of Heaven goes to the school

-the chUan says
L.- ---

p'ienfG~L

377, i.e., the Li-chi -.Jen-wang shih-tzu

meritorious) elderly)(end note)

« ~ r
l~ :PyongjIDg, 4,

-5z1--tE--~

(the

p.26:22a)

(the students~ \.,7ho will attend the functim) (Hote ••• ) Only after the

masses (of students) arrive IJill the s on of Heaven come and order the

~KxieXKxaixxs mfficial in charge to carry out the ceremony, and in accor ance

with the regulations for the ceremony offer ritual sacrifice to former

teachers and former sages. (note ... thereason I-Jhy the Emperor does not

conCluct the sacrifice himself is that the Sihak~l~:observingthe s choollO)

means th~t he "observes the rites"; the III rpose is not for him to reciprocate

(pay bacl) (the benevolence of former sages).)(end note) Then the responsible

officialx finishes the cermmony and reports back to the (son of Heaven)

(note: He reports that the rite is finished, a nd then the son of Heaven
the seIDol

enters the pla ce) (end note), and then they entertain (the elderly)

entert ained.(note: Also he goes to the Pla/~et;>:gretre aged are to be

Iii general at the taehap-rakCNvV -.;..sihak) ceremony, the aged must be enter­
tained. It is for this reaxon he goes .tend note)
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p." 515, 26:22a) t the,~stern shu( ~.~ ) he performs the sacrificial rites

(SOkChOn~'~ ) to former elders (note: Hhenthe emperor himself offers

sacrifice, it is because fuere is already some matter (related to it?).

",Jhen the aged are entertained at the eas;tern shu (school, dorms?),

the this is the sihak (emperor visiting the school) at the upper hsiang)(endnote)
y---

Subsequently they set up the cushions (seats) and places for the san-lao, wu-kung,

and chiln-lao there. (note: There is one man each of t he san-lao and wu-kung.

They are all people who are old in years, who have had experience in

affairs, and are rettred from office. They are abee in and have experience

and knowledge of the 3 virtues and 5 affaris, and the Son of Heaven

entertains (nurtures) them as if they were his father and ax elder

brothers to set an example for the \~rld in filial piety and brotherly

.- -respect. 'i'he names 3, and E! 5, are taken from the 3 chin(Z,{fu- ) and

the 5 stars (os~mg~ l ), and the Heavens thus will shine down on

the empire. The san-lao are (equivalent~ to) guests (pin ~ ), and

the wu-keng are equivalent to kae( q- ), and the chUn-lao are like

the ChUngbin(~~ ).)(end note) And he provides them with side dishes •••

and inspects \-lhat they are (note: He personally looks a: \vhat they hlve)(endrOte)
and then withdraws

And then he provides music to mntertain them••• to show filial piety. (note ••• )

26:22b)

,Then t hey are finished eating (the Son cf. Heaven) returrs to his seat

,,>Of and has songs sung at the ch '~ngmyo(I~~~ 1 (note ••• ) And when the

singing is over, he then exchanges words with them. He speaks of the \lay

(concerning the rehtionship between) fathers and sons, rulers and subjects,

the elders and the young. (note ••• ) And then below they perform the sang( ~~
name of a dance that ~~en-\-lang of Chou performed for children of age 15 and beloH)

and they (he) dances the ta-Hu(k~), and then he gathers together all

the students and by this means shows that he has attained to XkRxi~XRi*XgR~

level of divine intelligence (sinmy~~ ~~ C~ )and promoted virtue

(Pyongyang, 4,378: S1hmvs that his virtue is like that of kings ,olen and \'u

of the Chou dynasty) (note: The sang(~ ) is the music played when King \lu
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p.5l5, 26:22b) of Chou defeated Chou (of Shang) (end note) Then the official in charge

reports that the music is finished. Then the king gives orders to the

dukes, marquises, earls, viscounts, barons and officials, saying: You

all return (home) and hold banquets for the elderly in the Eastern Shu

--

(schools)," and by so doing shows his humaneness (jen) throughout. (note ••• )

He also says: "Feed the san-lao and \vu-keng in the T'ai-hsUeh, and the
cut-e~!?eror 'lill persona J ly xH~ma the meat and lift the "line cups to offer

to them, and he will ,,,ear his formal hat and particppate in the dancing
y---'-

in order to instruct the faudal lor~ds that v;rtue of b th 1
~ ... ro er y respect

that the eldest sons (changxExja, chang~bKu) mutually replace each other

(note: ••

-l2
"Five" (wu, of the \'lU-keng) means "the five ranks" (\vu-pin·:!l-v1~).- -----, "'--...._------
means "to change (keng~ ). The \"u-tai (five generations) meansKeng

'---

says: "If you do not abandon

4tt it 3X ~;:;
the \"ords of the elderly, then nothing wi 11 be done wrong." ("d~~tL~

~~ (~Ifrft ).

.The meaning of "three" (in the
divided into three parts?

accomplished in three (ways), meaning

THeaven, Earth, and Man. Lao (% )means "old 9 (ku ,-;2. ) or to be
~ genro

advanced in years (su ~ ). The .::B:.::b:.:::o:.::k:.....;;o:.:f:....:P~o;.;e::;.t::;.r::.y"- says: pangsuk won-ro
\ r ~ PF-(-0 ;:f~ 7L-J~ ) and the Book of Hi s tCl1yY

(respect for their elders).
xamdKEl
san-lao) is that The Way is

and those who are able and good at (pmcticing) the way will replace me

(the 10 ler). Therefore, for the san-lao and wu-keng, in all cases you select

a man ,,,ho "has the way" and appoint him (to that post). Cheng HsUan

said t at "the Lao and the Keng talk to one another, and tta. t is all"
,

(mutually ins truct one another) and all of them are always elders who .~;r:l
q:C ,-

have knOWledge of the 3 virtues and the 5 affairs. II Ts'ai Yung(J}? b )
p.5l6, 26:23a) said keng aught to be wwitten (~ ). )(end note)

) was

year

) was appointed
\k

(yang ~)

in the 2nd

(t~3rd month, (59 AD), kk Li Kung?

~J6 )and Hwan Ying(~~__

of the ying-p1ing era,

--. In the Later Han dynasty, in the reign of Ming-ti,

appointed the San-lao(

~f--
\vu-keng, and they led\all the officials to be entertained

in the Pi-yung (fr~ 3rt:T I ai-hsUeh, national academy).
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p.516, 26:23a) (note: In Ying Shao's ( Kfi -n-h
11--0" 01J

of Han dynasty Officials) it says:

) !Jan-kuan-i( 1~1~1'~ :Ceremonies

liThe san-lao and \\Iu-keng were greatly

respected in the three dynasties of antiquity. They were sent off and
with

greeted in secure carts and soft (easy-going) wheels and when they

got to their homes, the Son of Heaven alone (himself) would bow to

them at thei r ga tes • Ting Chin? (j'lf~ )said: °In the Han

dynasty they would appoint one cf the kung (/~ ) to be san-lao and

wu-keng; it \\las not a regular appointment.)(end note)

Prior to the (designated) lucky day the ssu-tU(~~would

.~A~. shih ?-1i:
send up th~l~ame of a T'a~-PO\/~ \~ ) or Kang-KKK( ~~

one of the/san-kung ( '1ifJ. -V;;;,) \"ho had a reputation for virtuous

behavior, \\Iho was advanced in years and lofty (in reputation) to be

) ,

) a nd \~uld be holding a je\"elled

would be wearing the

wararing the tojl:S

chnngai( r)Lto be the \ru-keng) (end note) All of them would be

(~1J.ij1~ and the tantti(f~ )and the

with a black stripe lining the sleeves. For a hat they

\(~ ~~
chinhybn (li:l presented \'lOrthy cap~~

taep'o

staff. The wu-keng was also like this, but would not

All \~uld be put up at the Ta-hs~eh (natl academy) in

be holding a staff.

the Kangdang~:

26:2Jb)

lecture hall). On the designated day, they would get in their carts

(palanquins) and prior tofueir arriving at the Li-tien (ritual hall)

of the Pi-yung (National cademy), the emperor \"ould be seated in the Eastern

Hsiang and vlOuld send off someone \\lith a secure cart \-lith soft \"heels

to send off and greet the san-lao and the \ru-keng, and the Son of Heaven

the emR~J:"or
\-lOU 1d g reat them a t the gate and exchange ri tua 1 (bO\vs) andx~~1\M
would ascend the ~tern

x~ the stairs. The san-lao would ascend (the stairs) from the gue&s

staircase (on the west) ••• The Son of Heaven would bow and the san-lao

\"ould ascned and face east. The san-kung \~u.d offer tables to them

and the 9 ch'inQ (ministers) \\Iould lay out shoes for th (t)em. •• e c.
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) oflu-ching jan-pi (12-~3:- /j./~ ;j'.
./ . ,..-. '\. \j/\ \"2-

to the

): it says: At the beginning of the Han dynasty
IS bow

some say that the san-lao replied to the Son of Heaven/by bowing in reply.

26:23b) (footnote: According

Ch I iao ChOU('~~

p. 516,

HANG HANG During the time of confusion of Hang Mang, laws and institutions

(pr>pto y)~ ,,,ere in confusion (,,,ere in a state of disrepair), then

the Han dynasty was restored (chung-hsing), and rituals and ceremonies

were fixed (established). The officials wanted to have the san::a~ relt~ with

a bow (to the Son of Heaven) at the city gate, but the Chiao-wei~~it
\ :-::ng ~hUn";r~ rehu-:ted" (~PPOSed) th~S saying that the- reason

i
for the nurturing (entertainment) of the san-lao ,,,as for the purpose of

'if teaching XhRXNX~ (people) the (proper) Hay to serve their fathers and

mothers. If there ",ere to be any bOH in reply, then it should be the

Son of Heaven who would be made to make a bow in repl~: (make a return bow)

Ch'iao Chou discussed this saying: In the rites, the corpse clothes?

(one ,,,ho impersonates the dead? sibokJR&) replies with a bow to the

bml of the son because of the fact that he (the one "Tho wimpersonates the

dead?) is not the (real?) father. ~'Jhen a scholar meets the ruler of a

foreign (different) country, (that ruler) alwo returns a bow to the

scholar's bow, and all these cases are because the persons should not

be regarded as if he ,,,ere the son.
,:B'::t::,

According to '.'Ju Hsi(~Jtr), in the Han dynasty the ceremony

took place at the gate where they exchanged ri tes, and the exchange

of rites (ritual bows) consisted of a return bow. After the Later Han

restoration they erred (in their conduct of the ceremony) and follo,,,ed

the opinion of Tung Chlin, but later on they changed it and XXxERKxmex
c--

they got the right idea behind the ritual.)(end note)
(the san-lao and vm-keng)

On the next day, everyone goes to the palace and gives thanks fur

(the emperorls) benevolence, and this is because (they emperor) has

shmm great respect to them in his conduct of the ritual. Thereupon

(the empe~ofwin0to all the san-lao of the empire~d

40 kun of mea~
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In the Later \lei dynasty, during the reign of Hsiao-wen-ti, in the 16th

year of the T1ai-hua era in the 8th month (492 AD) an edict was issued

the san-lao and making

), Yu Ming-ken(U~~~

26:24a)

.....? .
makEng the former Ssu-tu, \-lei Yuan (~"17L/ )
the former Ta-hung 1i-Chling(~ZJ-j~~£r
the \Vu-keng. In the Hing-t'ang(~~ )

kuo-lam (elders of the state), and the shu-lao

they set a place for the

(other elders) hag took

their places beneath the staircase (stairs). The Huang-ti (emperor) bowed

t\Vice and then cut the meat, held the wine cup and offered food.xllIxidm

W«KkeRg To the \vu-keng he made a serious bow. And then he granted

to the kuo-Iao and shu-lao clothing in degrees (according to their

age? rank?), after which the san-lao said: Ever since ancient times

among the things that people have respected nothing has been more important

than filial piety and obedience. As for the 5 types o~ filial piety

(Pyongyang, 4, 379: Son of Heaven, feudal lords, ch'ing ta-fu--ministers,

shih (warriors, scholars), and cornmoners--Hhich they shoH to their parents)

and the 6 types of obedience (shown to their elder brothers), these are

the first things in the empire. I would like the emperor to regard these

with importance in order to transform the four parts of the empire.

And the emperor said: The way of filial piety and obedience is the

rule of Heaven a nd Earth. it the present time I accept the words of the

San-lao and Hill engrave them in my heart (mind).

Then the \vu-keng said: The utmost filial piety penetrates the mind

of the spirit (the godlike emperor?), and the utmost obedience moves

(the feelings) of the dark (spirits). Therefore the aook of Poetv'y says:

Filial piety and brotherly respect penetrates the spirit (holy) clear (intelli-

gence) and shines throughout the four seas. I \JOuld like the emperor to
care for

think of this and by this means to save the black-haired common people

(of the empire).

The emperor says: The wu-keng has added to (aided) the \vords of the

san-lao and has spoken extremely good \\lords (\vorth taking as a model).
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p.516, 26:24a) and has given forth (expressed) extremely good uords. I ought to

repress the desires in my o\-m mind (tang kilk ki~ ~ 6 ) and
restore the old rites .........

return to (resbore) the rites in order to carry out XKKKxHKKX&N (these

things)." After the rites were ended he gave a char:tot to the elders.

In the Later Chou dynasty in the reign of Hu-ti, in the 3rd year,

from his seat and faced south

The Ta-ssu-k'ou Ch'u-kuo kung

26:24b)

4th month of the pao-ting era (563 AD), the emperor was about to carry

out the Sihak(~ ~ :visit tofue national academy). He appointed the

T'ai-fu Yen-kuo k:ng, 'Xli Chin c-I\.~~ ~I~/~ ,-fit
as the San-lao. nd after giving him the yen-ni~n-Chang(it~ : name

of a special staff), K he then went to the national academy (T'ai-hsUeh)

in order to feed him. ihe san-lao entered the gate and the emperor

greeted him and bOlded to him at the gate. The san-lao made a return bow.

Then he set up a seat (mat) for the san-lao at the middle pillar facing south.

The T'ai-shih, Chin-kuo kung, 'XLi~n-lbc~~'t)~ )~J~ ,cJ2i~)
ascended the stairs and put a table at his place. The san-lao rose

and leaned on the table and t00k his seat.

Tu LU-~ing(~~5ti ~\~~ ~A~
I }

mounted the stairs and laid out shoes for him (the san-lao). The emperor

/.~ Q - ~
ascended and stood in front of the screen (pyongp'~ng? ~ ~~~ ),

facing west. The yu-ssu (official in charge) presented food. The emperor

genuflected and presented the ,line cup and personally cut t he meat for him.

The san-lao ate, and when he ,~as finished the emperor again personally

genuflected and gave him the \'line cup in order to toast him. Hhen this ~~~

,vas finished the emperor faced north standing and asked his counsel (pangdo ~

made straight by means of the plumb string.

I have no talent and no knm'lledge of the essentials

hope that you would instruct me. (hu-chih~L).

The san-lao then stood up behind his seat. The emperor said: llThis \'JOrthless

person (0~ ) occupies the most important position in the empire, but

of government. I would

fi-~
j.v~ q~ The san-lao replied: I,]ood is

4"""~~/{,~\b
~~: If a ruler listens to

\ 't?:.\ . __------ r_e_m_o_n..:.s::...t::.r::a~nce, he b'7-. __ ec ames a
~ ~ ~ sage. Since ancient
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p.516, 26:24b) times bright kings and sage rulers have all emptied their minds (hSU-hSin~I~~)

and accepted remonstrance in order to knmJ vhat ,las right and urong, and

the mplincRXNXXX empire Has thus at peace. ~ You, emperor, should only give

thought to this.

He also said: The basis of ruling the state is to be found in

517, 26:2580) loyalty and trust, and that is the reason vhy people in ancient times said:
you cannot make a mistake in trust

abandon food, abandon Heapons; have trust and you will not err. Ohether

the state prospers or falls depends on rewards and punishments. If

someone performs me_it, he must be reHarded; if someone commits a crime

he must be punished, and if so then the number of those ,vho do good \Jill

increase by the day and the number of those uho do bad ,-Jill be stopped

every day. If good deeds are not rewarded and crimes are not punished,

then there 'dill be no differentiating betHeen good and bad in the empire,

and the 1m] people (common people) ,-Jill have nothing on ,vhich to place

their hands and feet (nothing to rely on).

He also said: Hords and actions are the basis of establishing oneself

(ipsin chi pan ]:.~.z; ',f ). lihen _,"rds are spoken, actions must follO',

them (be in accord with what you say). Both must see each other (be in

accord with each other). You, emperor, should think three times before

speaking, and ruminate 9 times before acting. If you do not think and

ruminate (before you act), then you 'dill :sim surely make mistakes.
no matter

\-Then the son of Heaven ma es a mistake Hi h regard to an affair, XimXR
•how great or small,

xsxnmxkD~gxgKsax~KXMxx~Xax;it is like the eclipse of the sun or moon

because there is no one Hho does not know about it. I \Jould like the

emperor to be cautious about this.

~1hen the ,-wrds of the san-lao 'dere ober the emperor bm]ed tvlice

and received him (the uords). The san-lao returned the bmv. Hhen the

rite uas over, he went out.


