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17 February 1999 

PRESS RELEASE 

Non-government organisations in Cambodia are warning of " growing income 

disparity between sections of the population” and “increased landiessness." 
In a forty page statement, which an NGO delegation will present to the 

Consultative Group donors meeting In Tokyo next week, NGOs are urging 
donor agencies “to invest in rural areas. to address the roats of poverty.” 

“What is needed is not just money and resources, but vision” said Ms 
chan hou Boua, 8 member of the NGO delegation. “Donors need to help the 
government for mulate a vision which addresses the 6 growing disparity 
between rich and poor, and builds a future based on social justice.” 

The NGOs stress that long-term development depends on development of 
human resources, alleviation of poverty and strengthening of the rue of law, 

“The continued absence of the rule of law in Cambodia is the single most 
riba important Gbstacie to develapment in the country,” the NGO statement says. 

NGOs are also Calling on the government to produce an NGO law which will 

‘affirm the Constitutional guarantee of freedom of association anc provide 
clear and flexible guidelines for NGO operations.” 

Last year, NGOs contributed US$ 66 million to tha development of Cambodia, 
nat including donor government funds channeled Wien NGOs, This 

combined contribution exceeds the total grant contribution of any single 
government or multilateral agency, except fo / Japa n. 

END OF PRESS RELEASE 

The NGO Statement is on the World Wide Web at wew.camnet.com.khingoforum\ 
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For Qigamiornation. please contact: 

Stephane Rousseau Russell Peterson Carol Strickler 

Fxecutive Director Representative Executive Director 

MEDICAM NGO Forum on Cambodia Cooperation Committee 

Tal 363067 Tel 360119, 015-836663 for Cambodia 

Tel 426009, 012-818691 

Note. MEDICAM has 86 member agencies, NGO Forum has 64, and cco has 75,


