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| — POVERTY ASSOCIATED WITH CORRUPTION AND BAD (,(WERNAN( r‘ Kll u D MORE
PEOPLE UNDER HUN SEN (193%-.2001} THAN UNDFR POL POT (1975- 1979)

in spite of billions of dollars of iﬁntﬁrnmional aid over the last fow years, social indicators remam appalling;

- Life expectancy: 53 years (V ietnam: 68, Thatland: 71). More than 200,000 people die ;tn'extnamrcl;,f cach vear,
- Infant mortality: 103 deaths under age onc per 1,000 Jive births (Vietham: 29, Thailand: 26).
- Malnutrition: 56% of children under age tive Suffe:rmg from stunned growth.
- Per-capita GDP: $280 (Vietnam: $370, Thailand: $1,949).
- Poverty: 36% of the population living under poverty line, 1.e, Jess than one dollar per day (India: 25%).
- Average salary of ¢ivil servants: $20 pcr month. -
- Landlessness: 13% of farmers {who make up 80% of the population) have lost their land. Increasing
percentage. - Unemployment rate: over 30% (including disgnised vnemployment: | landless farmers, unpaid
family jobs, petty and occasional jobs, beppars, scavengers, prostfutes).
- IBiteracy rate: 63 %,
= HIV-AIDS contamination raic: over 4%. Highest rate in Asia. Also highest HIV-AIDS propagation rate,
-« Forest cover: 25% of total Jand area in 2000 (versus 50 % in 1993 and 73% in 1969). Deforestation leads 10
floods and droughts that cause crop destruction and aggravate poverty.,

11- WHY INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE HAS FAILED TO REDUCE POVERTY

The current approach by international financial institutions and donor countries is based on macro-cconomic
ﬁgules - such as a “satisfactory” GDP growth of 4-5% per year — that do not take critical | tactors into account:
= A population growth of 3% per year.
- The large geographical and social disparitics in wealth and mcome distribution. .
- The non-sustainable nature of a growth based on deforestation, prostitution and cheap labor 1m:lu~:.11 ies.

- The heavy environmental and social costs generated by such a growth,
-~ The relubtance of ﬂ‘lﬁ: C m‘:bc‘xdmn gwcmumnl w lmplemuﬂ nceded wfm“m

- _.111 - FUNDAM F _._AL REI’URS Alu«,, $ I‘ALLEI) wmc H PREVLN '1 S ANY REAL momu IS8

T he Cnmbadlan f,{wemlmm nmnabcq to deﬁ:nd cmrcnched nm:rcqts and pms‘cﬂ Ve thu slatus quo by

conunuaubl_:-?.._'f_?.;-._;{j.pc:*;tpm‘:mg promised reforms and Lﬁcctwely f Dnhng,ihc inter natir::ml donor ¢ umnmmty '

ir-- Land reform: ’-_r.?_f.:__',_---}:d:f;tl1buh. land 1o address the issue of landlﬂssneqq Engure tr ansparencv n the
managenmu af Siaic ﬂS'a‘-‘:lb % _’1 lcgat?) Uf U"c Gmnn‘mtmt wstu‘n m plaw lmtil the !du.. 1930 8, 1wo
llurds lf}f._'_:__-;-,fi.ihi.; cmnmy 3 land H fstl]l contr L:lled by 1he ‘Stdtu unbndwd by ﬂ]e former cmnmunm par ty R

rmy reform: E liminate ""?"”?*‘?ffh{:ast and Take soldiers an d ensure the political neutr ality of the armed forces,
Rﬁ*-rimt naimnal lesmumes fmm defeme and 'ar:c:unt} 10 mcml %c-tm s.. partmulm ly lmalth and -
educaum, TR e TR . T T It R E
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,an‘lvll se }im mfﬁrm,_ REG! ult and ﬁ;c]ec! uvxi ser vam': on th basm ﬂf conapumcc_,, not political
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4. Judiciarb refnrm* Tl ¢ the justice system from puhtmil mterference and corruption, Put an ond 1o the

- culture of nnpum-_;-_.? tstablish a mbmm! mwung_., mleumlmnal H‘dhdd!ds of justice to p:mcunf.’: former
Khmer Rouge leaders for crimes a gaingt humanity,

5. Administrative reform: Start the duunrahzm,on pt poess, Promote democracy at the 1 Elagm (;,mc,, level

in order to foster economic and social development, ()rgamz@ critical local ¢lections in 200

IV - DEMOCRACY IS THE MOST EFFECTIVE REMEDY TO CURE CAI‘»’IB()DIA’S ILL‘E‘.

Good QOVErNANCE ass0ciaied wnh democracy and based on the rule of law_ fransparancy a1y 1 3,-‘,,,,“.,”,“qnﬁ;am..

SLNINACEAREIRASE RO I
absolutely required to ensure a sustainable development, reduce poverty, deliver adeqz ate pubhlic and socia
services, improve the people’s quallt} of life, und defend human rights, starting with the right 1o life.

The first post communist elections 1o establish local governments at the commune level, arc scheduled for
January 2002. Commune chiefs have been so far appointed by the ruling party to run Cambodia’s 1,615
communes in the most authoritarian and | 1eff‘ect1ve manner, reflecting a top-to- batmm style of govmmmn
based on intimidation and corruption. Establishing democracy at the grassroots level is a crucial step in the

country’s democratization process &ince the general elections scheduled for 2003 will da:;}r;:nd on the oufcome
of the 2002 local alections.

Recause the rulin g Cambodian People’s Party totally controls the sriny, the police, the civil administration, the

economy, and the clectronic media, the Cambodian democrats need the support of all democratic countries o
help establish 2 level playing field and bring about much neecded democracy to Cambodia. [End].




