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the jamtor .goes: about his chores.
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The opem is set in the 19403 in'front of a tenement butldmg, .
T S mNew York Cztyw o
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On-a hot summer night, the.tenants complain about the heat' as Henry
Complaints turn to gessip about
" Mrs.” Maurrant, having. an affair thlx Sankey, ‘the milk - collector.,
" ‘Buchanan, - an- expectant, father, arrives and laments the. strains of
.. fatherhood: After Mr, Maurrant retuing hoime, Mrs.: Maurrz;nt revéa[s
her longing for happmess and belief in a better life. - Free i ice cream
" gones from Lippo, the Italian tenant, spark a spirited ‘salute to the joys Tt
of .the ice-cream parlbur. - '
‘from graduation, and after some celebratory dancing, ail retire except
* Sam Kaplan, a :young law student who lives in the building. He sinigs
“of 'his loneliness before he, too, goes’ to bed.. Mrs, Maurrant 's daugh-.
~ ter Ros¢ enters with her boss Harry Easter, who tries to convince her to
"~ become his. mistress.. Shé rejects.him, prefering -to wait. for real.love.
~ After a-drunken, high-spirited song and dance by Mae Jones and Dick
McGann, Sam comes back outside-and he and’ R()se share thetr hopes~
ane:! featts for the future R PR S .
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The next mormng, ‘as the netghborhood comes to hfe, the kids start
the day playing street games., Mr. and Mrs. Maurrant - quart‘el bitterly
-before: he leaves for work. Rose and* Sam ‘dream of running away .
together until Hafry Easter arrives to accompany Rose to a funeral.’

- Sankey appears and Mrs. Maurrant invites him up to. the apartment, -
-saying she must speak with him. Mr,. Maurrant . returns unexpcctedly -
- and encounters the lovérs, Shots.are heard, and- Maurrant: runs’ out ‘of |
“the house; having Killed Sarekey .and fatally wounded his wife. - Rose, "

" . refurns.as the ambulance arrives. While the crowd _expresses its shock, -

Mrs Maurrant is carried out and’ the ambulance leaves. Several*»hours
later, two nursematds stop, stare, and comment urtil  chased, away by a
. policeman. Sam‘and his:sister Shirley cornfort Rose, who has réturned.
‘from the hosmtal More shots ring out:' Mautrant has been' caught.
- As he is led in by, the police, he tries to explam to Rose how he loved -
~“his wife but:-was driven mad by all the talk and the thought -of . losmg
- her.” The trowd disperses-and Rose and Sani are  left. alone-to face the
‘fact that everythmg has changed. Rose has dpcxded to go “away alone,”
Ieavmg Sam hearbroken + As evening “settles in, the’ gosstp and com-
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"Then .a group of young girls.come home ' -
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