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1955 

MID-CENTURY MODERN 

Fifties homes were characterized by 

a contemporary, futuristic, and  

minimalist aesthetic that emphasized 

function, bringing the outdoors in, 

and using angular structures. Fifties architects were inspired by the 

architectural Bauhaus movement and the Dutch painter Piet Mondrian 

whose painted solid-colored squares and rectangles held together by 

ladder-like black grids.     

PRE-FABRICATED HOMES 

Companies such as Tacoma-based Weyerhaeuser, 

used wartime production techniques to mass  

produce homes at a central location for shipping 

to building sites across the country. National 

Homes, with their “Better Homes Build a Better 

America” slogan, was the nations’ largest builder 

of prefabricated housing.  

Weyerhaeuser 4-Square Home Building Service, 1955 

RANCH HOMES 

Architects in the fifties copied Frank Lloyd Wright’s  

modern style of boxy, simple homes with clean lines.  

The most popular starter homes for families across the 

United States were built in the “ranch style,” named for an 

idealized image of the rambling, picturesque homes of 

California and the West. These simple, rectangular, often 

one-level homes with a basic roof structure and limited embellishments made ranch homes easy and more affordable to 

build. “Split level” homes were modern one-story ranch homes, but part of that story was raised a few feet from the main 

level of the house.   

MODIFIED MODERN HOMES 

These homes combine 

the familiar sloped 

roof with the Frank 

Lloyd Wright-inspired 

modern boxy home.   

THE IDEA HOME OF THE YEAR 

In 1955, the Better Homes & Gardens Idea Home of the 

Year travelled to more than 100 cities, where millions of 

people toured the simple 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom home 

complete with living and family rooms, electric kitchen, 

utility room for laundry and cleaning supplies, and 

garage. The “activity terrace,” extended the usable living 

space outdoors. It was advertised as having “a 

remarkably flexible plan-you can build it in stages and 

plan additions later-or have a smaller house complete 

in first or second state.” 


