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! Lecal Version of thg:t kathin during which
both monks and Buddha images are presented
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other major sermon. Not held in Shan or Burmese
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October 19, 1967

Talk with Pat Coates

This morning I deliwered a note to Pat Coakés Pete and Sally had sent
to the Coates via us (by carrier from B. Pa:p&:). In talking with Pat
I learned something about the outcome of the confrontation between the
missionaries and the schools over the question of school children being
required to attend wat ceremonies as part of their morals/ethics courses.
Apparently Bob ran into Palat Ndkho:n in town and the latter asked him
to attend the meeting. Bob explained that Rev. Schaatter was not alone
;; regards the complaint but that in the past both he and Schlatter had
made joint representations. NA&kho:n told Bob the same thing as he had
told Mark (in fact, Pat said that Bob was extremely offended by Ndkho:n).
In the final analysis Ndkho:n is supposed to have said that a person
cannot be Thai unless he is Buddhist.

Actually Reve. Schlatter is up in the mountains at the moment and
apparently is not aware of the meeting. A meeting was held in which
Pat guesses the children were told much the same thing as the missionaries
had been told.

I expressed surprise that this ismue should be arising at this point
and that it hadn’t been settled long ago. Pat said that they thought it
had been. Apparently it arose anew in Sept. after the Coates' return.

At this time a Thai-Christian convert reported to the Coates that he was
shocked that the Chris&é@h students had been required to participate

in somé wian thian ceremony. He had explained the meaning of the ceremony
to the Coates and they had made it a protest.

N&kho:n reportddly asked Coates why he hadn't t#Ké talked with the

educational officials rather than with the headmaster. Pat ;s%%d that
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they had talked to the district educational officer who had said there
were different practices in different schools and that they must talk
to the different headmasters. In response to Coates ‘' question of why

Muslims were not required to attend services NAkho:n had responded that

%
%

they attend sqhools other than those affected. Apparently he thinks that
only the Mae éariang school (which is a government school) is affected.
Pat says that the Karen are very strict (I think she means in their
adherence to Christianity) and that if the school requires Christiang
children to participate in Buddhist ceremonies, the parents will pull
their children out of the school. In ah other example of the discrimin-
ation against Karens Pat told me that she had recently tried to open
a bank account in a new bank for two Karens. She asked how much they
would have to have to deposit in their account to open them. The man
in charge asked if the depositors were Karen. When she answered yes,
the maqsaid that in that case they would have to deposit 560 baht.

End of Leht Ceremonies

This morning was the last of the offering of alms before dawn. Sanga,
who was staying at her brothers in the Phanasit compound)offered alms.
She said that ¥Wg¢ there weren't as many monks as the first day when she
had presented alms but still about 10 wats were represented. She said,
however, there were many fewer people offering alms.

This afternoon I asked La: several questions about the ceremony.

She said that the local name for presenting alms is sai ba:t ko:g
(Cl»g“d’?ﬂ‘fvfﬂ@& . )+ She said that the local word for torches is
tasmkia” (Whau;:ﬁﬂ. ) and the local name for the custom of decorating

o/ g &
the house is khat ta:tchawat (466172 )s
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October 22, 1967

He:thian héy Ceremony

Last evé?ﬁing there was a major procession of lights through the
town that ended up at wat pa hiao where there was a ceremony. La: said
that the name of the ceremony is hé:thian héy (Central Thai translitera-
tion) or hé:tian héy (b%ﬂ%b$&@%ﬁggﬁ ), Northern Thai transliteration.
La: says that this ceremony is usually held twice during the season,
once at wat pa hiao and once at wdt sl:bunryay. However, this year it
is only held at wat pa hfao. She also says that the ceremony has a
single sponsor. In this case it was a postman.

I have not been able to find references to this ceremony in any of
the books I have on the North. However, Peter Hinton (who arrived last
evening with his wife ¥YiZ Elizabeth and his parents who are visiting
from Australia) says that he saw the same ceremony on a smaller scale
in Bi:n Kad:t, Amphe: Sanpa:to:y, Changwat Chian Mai where Paul Cohen is
working. Peter says that in that village it lasts for three days.

The procession reminded me vividly of the pictures I have seen of
ceremonies dedicated to spirits in Luay Praba:y. In specific, the pro-
cession follows a large beast-like figure called to: (in Bi:n Kast it
apparently is called sigto:). If this is the word for lion, this
creature certainly does not loog like a lion. vIn fact, the body reminds
me of a llama, while the head z;;hhorns and a fiattened appeerance re-
minds me of no creature I have ever seen. The creature was made of
crepe paper placed over some sort of frame. The head perched on a high
neck was made, it looked like, ef pink papier mache. The creature was

flanked by at least two masked attendants. In both cases the main body
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was decorated with white crepe paper cut to look like feathers.

The procession also included two long strings of lanterns carried

primarily by young men which flanked a procession of girls carrying
candles placed in the middle of white circles of paper. I believe La:
had said that e only young unmarried girls can carry the candles.
At the end of the procession was a long tower of lanterns which was also
carried by men. Near the¢321 was an orchestra of percussion instruments
(drums, gongs, cymbols) while in front of the lantern procession was an
orchestra comprisimg of Burmese instruments.

The procession began sometime after 7:00 p.m. at wat kittiwong and
then wound its way through town passing by several wats as markers of
the proeession. As it moved it collected large numbers of people who
weren't carrying candles. The to: would stop every so often and wheel
around making as though it were about to attack people with its horns.

I wasn’t sure whether the.Egi was manned by two or three people, but
they certainly were coordinated. The two masked figures danced around
the to:. There were also other men who, like so many in the procession,

seemed very drunk, who danced around the Egi or in front of the orchestra.
The route was lined with resined torches.

About 9:30 the procession reached wdt pa hiaoc. Prior to this time
monks from several wats had already arrived in the temple. When the

procession reached the widt grounds the two strings of lanterns were

placed on either side of the walk leading up éﬁ% the main buﬂaying.
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The monks were about half from Burmese wats and about half from
Thai (khonmyay)wdts. The 'Burmese'monks sat toﬁhe left Z;d/one faced
the altar with the ‘Thai' (excepting the abbot of wdt pa hfao) sitting
on the right. I recognized the two monks from wat danthdra:wa:t, two
from widt pa hiao, the abbot from wdt &o:m cé¥y, the abbot from wat
chaiyald:p, and a monk from wit kittiwong. There were several others.

As people congregated in the wat the Burmese orchestra played and
a couple of apparently drunken men danced. The music (recorded) was
quite different from Thai music, seeming almost like Greek music. The
instruments included several mandolin types, two strange violin # types
(played with a bow but with an attachment that looked like the bell
of a trumpet), a wooden block, small cymbols,a drum and perhaps others
which I didn’'t see.

At the beginning of the ceremony the monk from wét chaiyald:p took
the ségon seat. A middle-aged man (the sponsor ?) took the position of
the chief layman. The beginning of the service included the layman's
leading the layity in a chant, f4d8Y@ followed by the abbot from wat
chaiyald:p leading in the MZ Namo, the Tisarana. Then the chief layman
requested the Precepts which the abbot gave (in response form) the Five
Precepts. Then followed a very interesting long chant with the Burmese

monks using the Burmese form and the Thai monks the Northern Thai form.

The abbot from chaiyaldzp then gave a long sermon--in Central Thail
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