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orea CenterdMarket

ot 6 avenue south, seattle wash
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Tough decision—customer ponders the merits
of a dozen different fish sauces at Vietnamese ¢rocery

New Onental

shoppmg next
door to Kmgdome

When it opened necarly two years ago.
Seattle’s King County Domed Stadium
(Kingdome) was widely regarded as a
threat to Chinatown. just a few blocks
away and one of the city’s liveliest ethnic
neighborhoods.

Critics feared that the giant multipur-
pose stadium would inundate the arca
with traffic and crowds. drive rents up
and customers away, and overrun a gen-
uine community with shoddy. fast-buck
tourism.

Fortunately. the worst predictions have

tailed to materialize. If anything, the

International District (with a population
. of Chinese. Japanese, Korean. Vietnam-
ese, and Filipinos) seems to be thriv-
ing. One recent example of the district’s
continuing vitality is the appearance of
two new Oriental tood markets. Even
it you don’t do Oriental cooking your-
self, it might be fun to visit one or both
on vour next trip to Chinatown, just to

D
‘w’&g& aflic,

own and Pioncer Square

new Victnamese

LARRY BULLIS

Banners quote Korcan
newspapers and businesses,
congratulating store

On recent opening

Dried, salt-cured cod from Korea (part of a large selection of fresh and
prepared fish) sells for abowt $1.80 per pound

see the extraordinary variety of unusual
foods.

Korean _Center. 616 Sixth Avenue S..
claims to be the largest Korean grocery
store north of Los Angeles. Samples of
its merchandise: fresh kimchee, garlic
stalk, and peppers prepared on the prem-
ises: imported fish and seaweeds, fresh
squid. pickled vegetables, and dried soup
stocks. Open Monday through Saturday.
9 to 8:30: Sunday 11 to 5:30.
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Getting acquainted it/ the
produce: One shopper sniffs squeash.
the other squeezes winter niclon
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