4 Someday This Will Be Over

AIDS Remembered

“Someday, the AIDS crisis will be over. Remember that. And when that day comes—when that
day has come and gone, there’ll be people alive on this earth—gay people and straight people,
men and women, black and white, who will hear the story that once there was a terrible
disease in this country and all over the world, and that a brave group of people stood up and
fought and, in some cases, gave their lives, so that other people might live and be free.”

Vito Russo speech, “Why We Fight,”
ACT UP demonstration in Albany, NY May 9, 1988
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December 1, 2023 marks the thirty-fifth anniversary of World AlIDS Day, a “global movement to unite people in
the fight against HIV and AIDS" that began in 1988. The day also serves as a moment to remember and mourn
the more than 35 million people worldwide that have died from Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome.

This display cannot capture the complexity of the AIDS pandemic — the social and cultural impacts, the politics,
the medical breakthroughs, the human stories. It provides just a smattering of glimpses into some aspects of how
our world, especially in the United States and Seattle, changed during the height of the pandemic in the 1980s
and 1990s. We encourage you to learn more, to reflect, and, for those of you that are old enough, to rememober.

Please note that some of the language and images used in this display may be disturbing to some. The human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV) is spread through the exchange of bodily fluids through sexual contact, intravenous drug use, and blood transfusions. The public

health campaign and AIDS activists often used graphic images and content to convey ways to prevent transmission of the disease.
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