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RESEARCH VESSEL SALMONID CPUE
IN RELATION TO THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY

OF THE SQUID DRIFTNET FISHERY

ABSTRACT

Research vessel gilinet catch per unit effort (CPUE) from 1972-1989 is presented in tabular
form for six salmonid species by latitude and month for easy comparison with the northern
boundary of the Japanese high seas squid driftnet fishery.

Because of bycatch of salmonids by high seas squid driftnet fisheries, the relative abundance of
salmonids in and near the squid fishery area is of interest. This document presents salmonid catch
per unit effort (CPUE) calculated from Japanese salmon and squid research vessels. The values
are arranged by latitude and month so that CPUE can be compared with the northern boundary of
the Japanese high seas squid driftnet fishery. Because the tables were prepared for general use by
the Commission and the Sub-Committee on Salmon, no interpretation of the results is made.

Gillnet catch data from 1972-1989 from Japanese salmon research vessels and from 1984-1989
from Japanese squid research vessels were used. Because of problems in the reporting of
steelhead catches, only data from 1981-1989 were used for steelhead. Records for total giinet
catch (Z999 records) were used for both effort and salmon catch tallies. Data were stratified by
species, month, 1° latitude from 39°N to 54°N, and two longitudinal regions (170°E-170°W and
170°W-145°W) corresponding to the western and eastern fishery regions which have different
northern boundaries in July and August. Data are presented for six (June-November) of the seven
months in which the fishery operates. No research vessel operations were conducted in the fishery
area in December, but very little fishing takes place in that month. CPUE was calculated as total
catch for each species divided by total number of tans fished in each stratum and is expressed in the
tables as catch per tan for each species. The calculations are presented by species in Tables 1-6.
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