


In the mid-19th century, the Thailand kingdom and Vietnam kingdom
had conflict that had crossed onto Cambodian territory and

almost resulted in the disappearance of Cambodia. Due to this
event and Thailand invading Cambodia before, the Cambodian king
asked France for protection on August 11th, 1863. Though France

provided enough protection to Cambodia from its neighboring
enemies, this protection had only lasted for a year before it
turned into fully fledged colonialism (Chandler). Thus, causing

Cambodians to view Frech colonialist with lighter skin complexion
as higher-class. The ideals that the French had rooted within

Cambodia would cause Cambodians to partake in colorism even to
this day. In reference to Hunter (2007), “Colorism, or skin color
stratification, is a process that privileges light-skinned people
of color over dark in areas such as income, education, housing,

and the marriage market” (p. 237).






