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PERSONNEL ORGANIZATION

KEY STAFF MEMBERS - HEADQUARTERS, US SOUTHERN COMMAND

COMMANDER IN CHIEF :
Lieutenant General Wallace H. Mutting, USA, 30 Sep 79

SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR INTERNATIOMNAL AFFAIRS
Amhassador Frank V. Ortiz, US Department of State, 16 Sep 80
Ambassador George B. Roberts, US Department of State. 16 Nov 8]

OEPUTY COMMANDER IN CHIEF
Brigadier General Thomas E. Wolters, USAF, 16 Jul 80
Major General William E. Masterson, 31 Jan 81

CHIEF OF STAFF

T | 23 Oct 79
DEPUTY CHIEF QF STAFF
- ] 1 Dec 80
| 18 Mar 81
DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF - TREATY AFFAIRS
| [5 Jun 79
DIRECTOR OF RESOURCE MAMAGEMENT
| | 2 Apr 80
DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGFNCE, J-2
| ] 26 Aug 79

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS, J-3
[ | 4 Jul 79

DIRECTOR OF LATIN AMERICA MILITARY AFFAIRS
AFTER 1 SEP 81 DIRFrTNR PLANS, POLICY & POLITICAL MILITARY AFFAIRS, J-5

[ T Dec 8D
] 17 Mar 81
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS - ELECTRONICS
| 17 Jul 79
| 27 Jun 81
COMMAND CHAPLAIN
| 13 Aug 78
] 21 Jul 81
COMMAND SURGEON ' -
l ] 10 Sep 79
COMMAND PROVOST MARSHAI
], 23 Aug 79
| 1 Sep 81

2
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SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR LEGAL_AFFAIRS

27 Jun 78
| 2 Aug 81

SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS
I 119 Jun 79

COMMAND INSPECTOR GENERAL
[ | 23 Oct 79

US SOUTHERN COMMAND COMPONENT COMMANDS

COMMANDER, 193D INFANTRY BRIGADE {PANAMA)

Brigadier General Kenneth €. Leuer, USA, 14 Jun 79

COMMANDING OFFICER, US NAVAL STATION PANAMA
1 Jdul 77
, 21 Aug 81

COMMANDER, USAF SOUTHERN AIR DIVISION

Brigadier General Thomas E. Wolters, USAF, 16 Jul 80
Major Geperal William E. Masterson, USAF, 31 Jan 8]
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HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES SOUTHERN

COMMAND

COMMANDER IN CHIEF

DEPUTY

COMMANDER IN CRIEF

31 December 1981

CHIEF OF STAFF

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
OFFICER (INTAFF)

PLANS, POLICY AND RESOURCE
OPERATIONS INTELLIGENCE POLITICAL MILITARY MANAGEMENT
DIRECTORATE DIRECTORATE AFFAIRS DIRECTORATE DIRECTORATE
g-
IS
5: DEPUTY SPECIAL ASST SPECIAL ASST
(7, 3 CHIEF DF STAFF FOR FOR INSPECTOR
g;; TREATY AFFAIRS PUBLIC AFFAIRS LEGAL AFFAIRS GENERAL 1/
HEADQUARTERS COMMAND COMMAND PROVOST COMMUNTICATIONS
COMMANDANT CHAPLAIN SURGEON MARSHAL ELECTRONICS
' y 3/
1/ Additional Duty, USSOUTHCOM Chief of Staff

710 0S

2/ Provided by 193d Infantry Brigade (Panama)

3/ Dual-Hat Performed by 193d Infantry Brigade Staff
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COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS
31 December 1981

LJOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF

COMMANDER IN CHIEF
UNITED STATES
SOUTHERN COMMAND

COMMANDER
193D INFANTRY BRIGADE
FORT CLAYTON, PANAMA

COMMANDING OFFICER
US NAVAL STATION
PANAMA
FORT AMADOR, PANAMA -

COMMANDER, USMILGP

- COMMANDER

US AIR FORCE
SOUTHERN AIR DIVISION
HOWARD AFB, PANAMA

5
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Argentina

Bolivia (Inactive)
Chile {Inactive)
Colombia

E1 Salvador
GQuatemala

Honduras

Panama

Venezuela

CHIEF, US SAMS
Brazil

CHIEF , USMAAG
Dominican Republic
Peru .

CHIEF, USMLO
Barbados
Ecuador
Jamaica
Nicaragua

CHIEF, USODC
Costa Rica
Paraguay
Uruguay

DAO AUGMENTATION
Haiti _
Mexico
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Force component commander plans, coordinates and, when directed, conducts air
. defense operations in the Panama Canal Area, provides air support as required
: for the commanders of ground and maritime defense forces, operates the
i Inter-American Air Forces Academy and responds to USCINCSO requirements for
" regional air support.
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- COUNTRY FMS CASH SALES
Trinidad-
Tobago 15,000
Uruguay 661,000
Venezuela 73,448,000
TOTAL $231,365,000

* Less than $500
{a) Wind-up costs

(U) Economic Support Funds (ESF).

"MH Bl il cuarfe

countries 1n FY81.
COUNTRY
E1 Salvador

Jamajca
Nicaragua

Central American Regional Program

TOTAL

FMS_CREDIT MAP. TOTAL

15,000
661,000
73,448,000

$31,287,000 $25,006,000 $287,658,000

ESF was provided to the following

ESF

$ 44,900,000
41,000,000
56,574,000

900,000

$143,374,000
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JOINT/COMBINED EXERCISES AND ACTIVITIES

(U) UNITAS XXII . This exercise, conducted in USCINCSO territorial waters, .
was planned by USCOMSOLANT in conjunction with host countries. The degree

of involvement and complexity of training operations were tailored to the
capabilities and desires of the participants, which included Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela. A limited exercise
was conducted with Trinidad and Topago Coast Guard. USSOUTHCOM Marines partic-
ipated as observers to the amphibipus phases of the UNITAS exercise. :

(U) BLACK HAWK IV. JFTX BLACK HAWK IV, conducted 16-25 February 1981 was a
JCS-coordinated, USSOUTHCOM sponsored, joint air, ground, and naval defense
exercise. Maximum participation by components and augmentation forces insured
a highly successful exercise which revalidated the augmentation concept and
clearly demonstrated the ability of our forces to accomplish their canal de-
fense mission. It was our Targest and most ambitious exercise effort to date.

As the exercise date approached, the Guardia Nacional stated that .
only the Combined Board element would participate in the exercise. Shortly
before the start of BLACK HAWK IV, however, the Guardia Nacional {GN) denounced
the exercise in the press and subsequently withdrew their previously - granted
approval for use of air space. The personal intervention of USCINCSO was neces-
sary to restore the approval. The GN Combined Board did not participate in the
exercise. Although GN officers and high ranking Panamanian diplomats were in-
vited to an exercise orientation, only four private Panamanian businessmen,
who graduated from US military academiew or universities, attended. The reasons
for the GN actions appeared to be related to the political climate in Central
America and the GN desire to not align themselves too closely with the US.

(U) The major findings and lessons Tearned for BLACK HAWK IV were as follows:

a. (U) USSOUTHCOM requested and were provided two JCS staff officers
with Air Qefense expertise to observe this exercise and evaluate the USSQUTHCOM
joint Air Defense System. They reviewed plans and observed components in their

air defense roles during the exercise. Their findings and recommendations in-
¢luded:

1. &3 Establish a joint air defense staff element within USSOUTH-
COM to act as overall coordinator and responsible agent for the integrated air

_ defense of the Panama Canal.

2. 6> Review the air defense sections of USSOUTHCOM OPLAN 650
and incorporate lessons learned. -

3. (U} Establish and periodically exercise a passive air defense
capability.

4. (U) Reconsider the yse of HAWKs because the required interface
systems are not available and therefore, the system cannot be integrated.

) 5. {U) Exercise pianning must start earlier allowing time to re-
solve the aforementioned problems.
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b. (U) USSOUTHCOM should continue to establish and maintain control of an
Exercise Control Group (ECG) for the annual. Panama Canal Defense exercise. The
Service components, Panama Canal Commission, American Embassy Panama and HQ US-
SOUTHCOM should develop their exercise objectives and training goals for submis-
sion to the ECG. The ECG should be tasked to incorporate all objectives and
training goals inte the exercise scenario.

c. (C) The formation of a Joint Task Force (JTF) to manage Canal Defense
operations may be more efficient than the activation of the Crisis Action Team
in a high intensity and rapid changing operation.

d. {C) A conflict existed over the interpretation of the Canal neutrality
when a belligerent nation was involved in the exercise play.

e. {(C) Major problems surfaced with the command and control of Joint Base
FALCON. These problems are complex and need to be addressed prior to the next
exercise.

GN INTERNAL DEFENSE EXERCISE. The Guardia Nacional {GN), supported
by USSOUTHCOM, conducted an interna] defense exercise 11-15 May 81. Although
USSOUTHCOM participation was limited to an airborne rifle platoon and aviation
support, the exercise was precedent setting since it marked the first time
since 1 Oct 79 that the US and GN participated in combined operations in the
fieid. The exercise, which was planned by the GN, was designed to demonsirate
“the GN's ability to project its forces against guerrillas posing simultaneous
internal threats to three regions in the Republic of Panama.

.(U) COMBINED US/GN TRAINING. Throughout the year, the GN regularly participated
in platoon strength at the Jungle Warfare School at Fort Sherman. Two GN platoons
participated in a 10 day FTX with the 193d Inf Bde in July 1981. GN MPs also
participated with 193d Inf Bde MPs in combined tactical, technical, and traffic
operations in July and August 1981, The GN also participated in Command Post .
Wargames/Exercises in September and December 1981. These modest individual and
unit training experiences provided an essential foundation on which to ultimately
build our combined defense capability.

(U) HALCON VISTA - HONDURAS. This naval, air and ground coastal interdiction
exercise, conducted on /-9 Oct 81, was the first Joint/Combined exercise in
CENTAM in over a decade and the first HALCON VISTA where US patrol boats and
USSOQUTHCOM aircraft participated. Personnel and forces from USSOUTHCOM, LANTCOM
and Honduras were involved in the planning and execution of this exercise. The
exercise was very successful and satisfied all major objectives. Civic action
projects were accomplished which greatly enhanced the US image with the Hondurans.
The exercise also produced signigicant improvements in the Honduran Navy through
self help projects promoted by the US personnel. .

(U) The following forces participated in HALCON VISTA - Honduras:
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COMMAND POST EXERCISES (CPX})

(U) POLL ETATION 81. USSQUTHCOM participated in POLL STATION 81
with a 24-hour response cell. This exercise was a worldwide JCS-
directed Command Post Exercise and was designed to exercise the
implementing and reporting procedures required for execution of
General War Plans.

<63 KING POST. The USSOUTHCOM Joint Operations Center conducted

five KING POST Exercises during 1981. The KING POST is a procedural

exercise designed to develop and maintain proficiency of the opera-
tions teams assigned to the USSOUTHCOM and component command opera-
tions centers.

16
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DISASTER RELIEF

(U) During 1981, USSOUTHCOM responded to three requests for assistance

as a result of natural or man-made disasters in Latin America. All three
were low-intensity relief operations invoiving only the shipment of disaster
relief supplies from the Panama Canal Area to the stricken country.

(U) Peru. In late June and early July, a series of earthquakes caused
considerable damage to many small towns and villages in the mountains south
of the city of Ayacucho. Ten deaths were reported and several thousand
people lost their homes. No materiel aid was requested of the US Government.
However, with the donation by the International Red Cross of 5,000 blankets
from its Panama warehouses, Peru requested US assistance in transporting the
blankets from Panama to Peru. By his 0722287 July 8l message, the US
Ambassador to Peru formally declared the disaster as warranting US assis-
tance. JCS message 1018547 July 81 tasked USSOUTHCOM to transport the blan-
kets. The 193d Inf Bde Logistic Support Command moved the blankets from

the Red Cross' Panama City warehouses to Heward AFB.. On 14 July, a
rotational C-130 and crew from the 1300 MAS flew the blankets to Lima,

where they were turned over to the Peruvian Red Cross.

(U} E1 Salvador.

a. (U) Secretary of State messages 1019557 Oct 81 and 1318447 Oct
81 requested USSOUTHCOM assistance in moving ten rolls of plastic sheeting
from the AID/OFDA stockpile in Panama to the American Embassy in San
‘Salvador for use by civil strife dislocated Salvadorans. As per AID/OFDA
request, USSQUTHCOM made transportation arrangements with a local civilian
airline. The wission was completed on 17 October.

b. (U) Secretary of State message 1816397 Dec 81 requested USSQUTHCOM
assistance in moving 200 more rolls of plastic sheeting for the relief
effort with Salvadoran refugees. As with the October mission, USSOUTHCOM
made local civilian airline transportation arrangements. The operation was
completed on 22 December.

(U) Stockpile. The USA1D-owned, USSOUTHCOM-managed disaster relief stock-
pile underwent few changes during 1961. AID plans to replenish the plastic
sheeting cited above early in 1982. Two notable changes, however, did occur.

a. (U} Radios. In compliance with Secretary of State message
2109027 Sep 81, the AID-owned radio package from the Panama disaster relief
stockpile was shipped to USAID Barbados for further transit to Antigua and
germnnent use by the newly-formed Caribbean Disaster Preparedness Team.

he radio package consisted of a MOCOM base station and two mobile radies
plus their accessory equipment. Due to the desire to minimize

17
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transit handling and because no direct commercial flights existed between
Parama and Barbados or Antigua, JCS authorized the use of a military
airlift channel flight. Shipment was made on 3 September.  The local
availability of military communications equipment negates the impact of the
relocation of the USAID equipment.

~b. {U) Floodlight Sets. In order to enhance potential night-time
disaster relief opera%1ons, USAID purchased and pre-positioned in the Panama
stockEiTe two 6-lamp, 5KH floodlight sets. The sets arrived on 28

December.

(U} Disaster Monitoring.

a. (U) In addition to the active operations cited above, USSOUTHCOM
monitored a dozen other developments which had potential disaster relief
implications for the command. They were: heavy rains/flooding in Bolivia,
Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Venezuela, and the Eastern Caribbean Islands;
tropical storms/hurricanes in the Caribbean; dislocation of civil strife
victims in Nicaragua and E1 Salvador; and earthquakes in Colombia, Peru,
and Venezuela.

b. {(U) The most publicized disaster-related event of 1981, and the

most closely watched, was the Brady Prediction. ]is a
physicist with the US Bureau of Mines, Department of the inzerior.  MWith
his colleague, of the US Geological Survey,[ ] had

predicted that @ massive earthquake - the largest anywhére in the world
during this century - would destroy Lima and devastate a 1200 mile stratrh
of the coast of Peru and northern Chile during the summer of 1981,

initially reported the prediction on 5 June 1978, but it drew world-wide
attention on 20 October 1980, when Brady announced the prediction at an
earthquake seminar in San Juan, Argentina. The Brady Prediction actually
forecast a series of three catastrophic quakes with epicenters beneath the
Pacific Odean approximately 40 miles southwest of Lima. The timing and
magnitude of the quakes were to be: 28 June - 7.5 Richter, 10 August -

9.2 Richter, and 16 September - 9.9 Richter. In addition to the extensive
damage and- casualty potential along the West Coast of South America, huge
tidal waves would strike as far away as Japan. The US Geological Survey and
the National Earthquake Prediction Evaluation Council disputed Brady's
prediction as based on vague and speculative theories. Nevertheless, there
was great concern in Peru that[ Imight be accurate. When preliminary
foreshocks, which Brady predictea ror May, did not occur,| _
publicly disassociated hims@lf from the forecast. When the June deadline
passed without incident, | ]persisted with his forecast, although back-
adjusting the timing. As september passed with no major earthquake, tension
eased over the prediction and[ 7] remained silent.

18
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{U} Listed below are the authorized strengths of component commands and
tenant activities as of 31 December 1981:

Uu.S. Army
U.5. Navy/U.S5. Marine
U.S. Air Force

TOTAL

COMPONENT COMMANDS

OFF
578
34
183
795

- EM

- 26

ThICr b e,

5329

98
1277
6704

TENANT ACTIVITIES

OFF

170
37

64

271

M
643
319

397

1359

TOTAL
6720
488
1921

9129
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PART II

STAFF ACTIONS
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(U} U.S. SERVICEMEN AMBUSHED IN HONDURAS. At approximateiy 2314007 Sep 81,
Two (Z) U.S. servicemen, one (1) Army, one (1) USAF, were wounded during .

a machinegun attack on a USG Carryall vehicle. Vehicle was transporting
five {(5) U.S. service members; all of whom were assigned to ongoing MTTs.
The two wounded personnel were transported by Honduran Helicopter to an Air.
Force Hospital. One individual was treated and released for duty. The
second individual was seriously wounded sustained a gunshot wound to the
lung. A USAF C-130, with a surgical team from Gorgas Army Hospital aboard,
Jaunched from Howard AFB at 231739Z Sep 81 enroute HO. Upon arrival in

HO, surgical team made an on scene evaluation to stabilize the patient

and MEDEVAC to Gorgas Army Hospital. This incident against U.S. personnel was
apparently an isolated one.

&3

(U) . SEARCH AND RESCUE {SAR). - During 1981 the U.S. Air Force Southern
Air Division Rescue Coordination Center (RCC}, USSOUTHCOM's agent for SAR
operations, processed 124 incidents. Of those incidents reported, 45
developed into missions. OFf those 45 missions, there were 28 lives saved
and 92 individuals assisted. A breakdown of the 45 missions is as follows:
10 were Med-evacuations; 21 were searches for boats; 8 were for persons
in the water; 6 for missing aircraft. The 28 lives saved were a direct
result of U.S. rescue effort. -
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LOGISTICS

(U) Military Construction

a. (U) Phase II Treaty Construction ($18.7M) was the main military
construction (MILCON) ongoing for the US Forces during the year. Seven
of the 27 projects in the Phase Il construction were completed in 1981.
The completed projects were barracks, office space, and dining facilities
for the 210th Aviation Battalion at Fort Kobbe. Completion of Phase Il
construction is scheduled for the Fall 1982.

b. (U) Military construction projects started during 1981 included

- transmitter facility for the USAF, construction of a motor pool for the

Tropic Test Center, and improving the drainage of family housing for the
193d at Fort Clayton. -Military construction projects completed during
1981 included an entomology facility for the Brigade DFE, and a medical
warehouse for USMEDDAC.

(U) . Republic of Panama Road Projects. The Republic of Panama (ROP)
continued preliminary work on a new road which will go from Arraijan to
Panama City by crossing Empire Range, crossing the Canal just above Mira-
flores Locks, and g9oing adjacent to Fort Clayton. The ROP completed

initial survey work and were coordinating the final road alignment with
Panama Canal Commission and US Forces, ROP plans to begin the actual road
construction in early 1982. The $100 million bridge across the Camal is
stil]l in the sighting and design stage. A second road project being

planned by ROP is the road around Howard AFB and Fort Kobbe from Panama City
to Vera Cruz, The project continues in the planning stages.

(U) Property Transfer. As specified by the Panama Canal Treaty, two
buildings 1n Curundu were transferred to the Republic of Panama on 1 Oct
1981, These buildings were used by MEDDAC as medical warehouses.

(U) Panamanian Preference in Procurement

a. (U) This office continued to play a key role in monitoring
Panamanian preference in procurement. The Status of Forces Agreement
(SOFA) obliges the US Forces to give preference to the procurement of sup-
plies and services obtainable in Panama. During the past year the compon-
ent services of USSQUTHCOM again reported increases in the dollar value of
local procurement in the Republic of Panama. Increased expenditures were
reported in the areas of supplies and services. This was atiributed to .
the successful efforts made to reach the 1ocal business community, and the
greater degree of interation between US government contracting activities

within the cnmmand and the local businessmen of Panama.

b. (U} Throughout the year, the component services also continued
their efforts in expanding Panamanian participation in their contracting
programs. USSQUTHCOM objective is to facilitate future purchases to the
maximum extent, providing that local goods and services meet US standards
of quality, avaiIabil1ty and price.

42
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combined of specialists in Security Assistance plus other elements of the
Command's Security Development Program (see later paragraph devoted to this
program}. :

{U) After the departure of USAF Colonel Robert J. Hlavac in late 1980, USA

| USSQUTHCOM, Deputy Chief of Staff, took charge of
the LAMA Directorate until the arrival in March 1981 of the current director,
USAF | | The J-5 Directorate is located on the

ground floor, norctneast wing, Montague Hall (Building 88), Quarry Heights,
Panama.

44
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coalition warfare commitments. The study report was delivered to the DA
@ Staff (DAMO-SS) on 16 Nov and the J-5 Director later (19-21 Nov) briefed Mg
Seigle {DAMD-SS) and VAdm Bigley (0JCS/J-5) on the USSOUTHCOM concliusions.
The Army Staff is coordinating Washington review of the report and will make
recommendations to JCS on actions to be implemented, | | headed
up the study group.

- (U) Although data were often difficult to obtain, we considered the
product reliable enough to demonstrate several significant trends/
! conclusions:

-~ (U} A serious internal and external threat exists within the re~
gion; with the most urgent concern focused on the Central American
- and Caribbean Basin suyb-region. The long-term threat will occur
in the South Atlantic.

-- (U} U.S. training/security assistance efforts have been hampered by
financial, legislative, and policy constraints.

-- &&3 Training accomplished in 1980-81, from all sources, was approx-
imately 50,000 individuals per year (US training accounted for 4-
5,000 and third country training served 2-3,000?.

-- (U} Overall, regional force levels are projected to increase
throughout the decade.

: ~- &} Gross training requirements through 1990 are projected to ex-
' . ceed 700,000 personnel, or about 83,000 per year.

-~ &3 The shortfall between training that can reascnably be
accomplished by all sources versus that which exceeds aggregate capabilities
is 300,000, or about 33,000 per year; estimated cumulative cost through 1990,
based on IMET averages, is approximately $1.2 billion. ,

- (U) The foliowing reconmendations were made as a result of the study:

(U} Elevate the pr1or1ty of Latin America and increase US invest-
ment in the region.

(U} Focus now on the Central American and Caribbean Basin.

(U) Engage selected third countries in responding to requirements.

1
1

{U) Enhance the operational exercise program throughout the region.

t
+

(U} Develop a plan for a permanent, coordinated training system for
the region.

(U) USSOUTHCOM Security Development Program {USCINCSO CONPLAN 6104-82). One
of the most important achievements of the year was the creation of a master
plan for the orchestration of peacetime regional initiatives to more

|
'
i .
L
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effectively serve our national objectives in Latin America. General Nutting.-
had long sought a better way to optimize the application of our available .
tools and resources in a fully coordinated program. Cdr Joe Finelli and LTC

Dave Boyle responded with USCINCSO CONPLAN 6104-82. Following are the tools
identified.

- Security Assistance support

- Regional training program

- Representation visits

- Ship/aircraft visits

- Combined operations/exercises
- Small unit éxchanges

~ Intelligence exchanges

- Public Affairs activities

- Civic Action programs

- Personnel Exchange Program

- Qisaster relief operations

~ Conferences on regional matters
- International Military Sports'Council

The plan was published for intital review in October. The final version is
scheduled for publication and implementation in January 1982.
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Now our task is to see that our recommendations and follow-on actions are
understood and pursued in our Air Forces who bear the many daily individual
burdens along the way. For the seed will pot bear fruit if it remains within
the flower nor does the wine give its flavor if it remains in the bottle.”

- (U} Conference of LATAM Naval Chiefs. No conference was held in 1981.
Last conference was 1n Oct 80 in Quito, Ecuador. Plans are underway for a
conference in 1982. A conference site has not yet been selected.
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS

(U) General. (U} The volatile situation in E1 Salvador and Central America
intensT¥ied interest in USSOUTHCOM and its activities in the region. This,
combined with a continuing interest by the press on the effects of the Panama
Canal Treaty of 1977 an USSOUTHCOM intensified news media attention to the -
command, with a resultant increase in the volume of visits by U.S., inter-
national, and Tocal media representatives, Visiting newsmen were given un-
classified briefings and assisted in their coverage of command activities,
Primarily, they desired information on the mil{tary/political situation in
Central America. Interviews with the CINC and key staff members were arranged
when appropriate. USSOUTHCOM PAD aggressively pursued the policy of releasing
accurate information quickly on USSOUTHCOM activities, with the subsequent
result that press treatment in most instances was favorable, or at least fair.

(U) The training of Salvadoran military personnel in Panama Canal Area Mi11-
tary Schools continued to be of jnterest to the news media, with numerous
requests to visit training activity. These requests were honored whenever
possibie. Heavily emphasized was the fact that the schools taught a wide
range of subjects, both technica] and tactical, and of the Tong record of
service to the hemisphere. :

(U} The command was the subject of anti-US propaganda in the Panamanian
press, particularly in newspapers of the government-controlled Editora Reno-
vacion Group. Much was a continuation of propaganda from the previous year,
that USSOUTHCOM was furnishing troops and equipment from Panama to support

the Salvadoran government. USSOUTHCOM aggressively refuted these allegations,
and provided factual information supporting the fact that training activity
was being conducted in accordance with provisions of the Panama Canal Treaty.

{F6U83 The local press continued to snipe at USSOUTHCOM for alleged viola-
tions of the spirit and provisions of the Panama Canal Treaty, including
allegations of condoning contrabanding of commissary and exchange merchandise,
violations of Panama afr space by U.S. aircraft, jurisdiction of U. S, per- -
sonne]l involved in crimes in Panama, and conduct of military training exercises
in the Panama Canal Area. When appropriate, PAQ responded with factual and
forceful rebuttals to the allegations. 1In spite of the controlled press in’
Panama, the local media nominally printed without editorial comment the US-
SOUTHCOM rebuttals.

{U} The death of Major General Omar Torrijos, Commander of the Panama
National Guard, in a plane crash on 31 July 1981 brought a potential for
ant1-US reaction, through possible perceptions of lack of U.S. sensitivity
to the grave loss to the nation. USSOUTHCOM forestalled this by rapid co-
operation in the search effort, and prompt and thorough reporting of the U.S.
interest and concern to the news media. Additionally, internal information
media gave full and complete coverage to the death and subsequent funeral.
In all, command efforts earned numerous plaudits from the government and
greis of Panama for the tasteful attention given to the death of the national
eader.

(U) A program of meetings with the Panamanian press was initiated by
USSOUTHCUM. The CINC began a round of press meetings and was followed by
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COMMAND SURGEON

{U) Medical Assistance Team (MAT) Q?sits, pruvidigtfmedica1, dental and
optometric services for USMILGP-USMAAG personnel and their dependents
throughout the USSOUTHCOM area of responsibility were conducted at the

following locations during CY 1981:

19-23 May

19-27 June

4-24 Qctober

Tegucigalpa, Honduras
Guatemala City, Guatemala

Santiago, Chile
Lima, Peru
Quito, Ecuador

Brazilia, Brazil

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Montevideo, Uruguay
Buenos Aires, Argentina-
Asuncion, Paraguay .
Lima, Peru

- Quito, Ecuador
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LEGAL AFFAIRS (LA)

(V) Panama Canal Treaty. This office provided legal advice to the Joint
Committee and Combined Board; an office representative chaired the Legal
Subcommittee; and another representative was a member of the Taxation
and Customs Subcommittee., Substantive jssues addressed during the
period include: transfer of custody, service of process, preference in
the procurement of goods and services, transfer of real property, PX and
commissary privileges, application of 13th month social security Taws
and various status of forces agreements.

(U) Relations With Other Latin American Countries. Advice was provided
on treaties and other international agreements involving the Latin
American countries within the cognizance of USSOUTHCOM.

(U) Relations with the Panama Canal Commission. Liaison and coordi-

nation with the Panama Cana] Commission continued.

(U) Other Legal Matters. Legal assistance, implementation of the
Federal Standards of Conduct, Freedom of Information, Privacy Act, Law
of War, and Equal Employment Opportunity questions were addressed by
this office during 1981.
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MTT MOBILE TRAINING TEAM
MULA MILITARY UNIVERSITY OF LATIN AMERICA

NASA ~ NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION
NAVCOMSTA U.S. NAVAL COMMUNICATIONS STATION

NISRA NAVAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE RESIDENT AGENT
0AS ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

0DC OFFICE OF OEFENSE COOPERATION (U.S.)

OPLAN OPERATIONS PLAN

PACAMS PANAMA CANAL AREA MILITARY SCHOOLS

PAO PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

PAPB PANAMA AREA PERSONNEL BOARD

PAWB PANAMA AREA WAGE BOARD

PCA PANAMA CANAL AUTHORITY

PCC ~ PANAMA CANAL COMMISSION

PCES PANAMA CANAL EMPLOYMENT SYSTEM

PDC CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC PARTY

PNG PANAMA NATIONAL GUARD

PML PERSONNEL MOVEMENT LIMITATION

PRC PANAMA REVIEW COMMITTEE

REDCOM READIKESS COMMAND (U.S.)

RCC RESCUE COORDINATION CENTER

RNP REMOTE NETWORK PROCESSOR

SA SECURITY ASSISTANCE

SAO SECURITY ASSISTANCE OFFICE

SAR SEARCH AND RESCUE

SCIATT SMALL CRAFT INSTRUCTION AND TECHNICAL TEAM
SCN SOUTHERN COMMAND NETWORK
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USSOUTHCOM
UTM

UnW

VHF

VLF

WIN

WWDMS
WWMCCS
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U.S. SOUTHERN COMMAND

UNIVERSAL TRANSVERSE MERCATOR
UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE

VERY HIGH FREQUENCY

VERY LOW FREQUENCY

WWMCCS INTERCOMPUTER NETWORK
WORLDWIDE DATA MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

WORLDWIDE MILITARY COMMAND AND CONTROL SYSTEM.
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