LUCENT FLOWERS

for soprano and chamber orchestra

I. CASSIA BLOSSOMS

II. ROSE, I HAVE LOVED
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Program Note
LUCENT FLOWERS

for soprano and chamber orchestra

Even when it does not set a text, my music is often inspired by poetry. Frequently a
poetic or visual image serves as a springboard for my imagination. I had come across
some particularly beautiful translations by James Cryer of the poetry of China's most
celebrated woman poet, Li Ch'ing Chao, and was most struck by the poem CASSIA
BLOSSOMS with its wealth of mood, allusion, and its depth of feeling. The life of the
flower is personified with great vividness verging on adoration, giving the poem a

metaphorical dimension which reminded me of a sonnet by Sri Aurobindo also
beginning with the image of a flower -- ROSE, I HAVE LOVED. The abundant and
expansive symbolisms delineated through these lucent flowers suggested a coupling in
one musical work of the poems by the 12th-century Chinese poetess and the 20th-
century Indian visionary and poet. Scored for chamber orchestra of solo winds and
brass, multiple strings, harp, piano and timpani, LUCENT FLOWERS was
commissioned by the Seattle Symphony and premiered on May 19, 1989.

Diane Thome
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Orchestra

Sflute

oboe

clarinet in Bb, A
horn in F
bass trombone
tympani (c)
harp

piano

violin (6)
viola (4)
‘cello (2)
bass (1)
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ROSE, I HAVE LOYED

AR o

Rose, 1 have loved thy beauty, as I love .
The dress that thou has worn, the transient grass, 1 i
O'er which thy happy careless footsteps move, ¢
The yet-thrilled waysides that have watched thee pass.
Soul, I have loved thy sweetness as men love
The necessary air they crave to breathe,
The sunlight lavished from the skies above,
And firmness of the earth their steps beneath.
But were that beauty all, my love might cease
Like love of weaker spirits; were’t thy charm :
And grace of soul, mine might with age decrease
Or find in Death a silence and a term,
But rooted to the unnameable in thee

| Shall triumph and transcend eternity.
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