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YOUTH
. PURPOS
COLUMN = By SANG UG KIM (STUDENT OF U.W.)

People of many nations came to the United States of America to find new homes.
Korean immigrants are relatively new to this land of opportunity. Like the
immigrants from other nations who had come before us, my family came with the hope
to find a better life.

We found immigrant life very difficult. There were many things we had to
learn to adapt to American way of living. With determination, my parents worked
long and tiring hours. For my father, who -worked nightshift at a shipyard, the
night hours seemed long, and everything he touched was cold, rigid steel. My
mother awoke early in cold, dark morning before sunrise to go to work. When
I got up in the morning to go to school, I realized that mother had gone to work
and saw father sleeping in bed. We somehow got used to the schedule. Mails came,
and my sister sat with her dictionary and a pencil and looked up words, trying to
understand. She became our hookkeeper and translator. We did not attempt to
visit new places for the fear of not being able to communicate and the fear of
being discriminated. The places I remember going to were stores to buy food or
household goods and homes of other Korean immigrants. Many times we felt mute
and frustrated, because we could not express our thoughts. We were held hostage
to the new way of life.

However, my parents pushed us through the difficulties with love. They said,
"Without effort, no rewarding moment will come." They inspired me with stories
of courage and faith they had held in their hearts when they were young during
and after the Korean War. Our living condition improved. We owned a house and
a car, Yet, our lives were ever more busy. Days passed with hustle and bustle of
American city life. Daily works seemed to control our lives. In the midst of
hardship, my parents held high aspirations. They wanted to achieve a quality of

life that is rewarding. They believed that education was the key to our success
26

and always encouraged my sister and me to study. In the modern world, knowledge
is power, and education is the instrument. I learned much, but I have much more

to learn and experience. I need to endeavor to fulfill my dream, because I cannot

loose sight of my purpose.

£ 7 3 Zal3 A4}

o 1049 %8 FANAZ ATFAL gy oy
o FT&£74 F¥Ae

o Aol Al Qs

o AF, BT, LygAAT

EE A€ Ad 7Y 235t At
AN =7
Zi8} (206) 340-1622
1111 3rd Ave, # 700
Seattle, WA 98101

3rd Ave 2} Spring and Seneca

=3 K 4
4] w " |
128 1€ 2E

WS EH
2HIAN ~ 2K8 4|

3900-128th Ave Suite D SE Bellevue, WA 98006
[ (206) 643-4244

27



SCMETHING NEW IS HAPPENING
IN

WASHINGTONM'S KOREAM AMERICAN COMMUNITY

BY DAE SHIK YU

Over the last couple of years, several events took place in Washington State's
Korean community, which defy the traditional Korean American image often
characterized by individual survivalism and self-centeredness.

On June 8, 1984 a Korean American manufacturer of specialized glass products

was granted Washington State government's approval to issue industrial revenue
bonds in the amount of $3 million. The Path Enterprises, Inc., located in
Lakewood-Tacoma Industrial Park, hires 140 full-time employees, mostly Korean,

and its business has been rapidly growing for the past five years. The industrial
revenue bond is a form of tax-deductible federal loan with a low annual interest
rate of 8.5 percent, and the Path's president Mr. Hubert (Hun Joo) Park is
planning to use the $3 million industrial bonds as the seed money for the
expansion of the Path's production 1lines, which will create more jobs for the
Korean American community in Washington State. Among the Asian American businesses
who applied for the industrial revenue bonds, the Path Enterprises is the only one
selected by the Washington State Economic Development Board, thanks to the Path's
strong track record of the past five years. Herb Graham of Optical Coating
Laboratory, Inc., one of the Path's customers, congratulated Herbert Park and

his CRT crew inamailgram which in part reads: you have "in a very short period

of time, feveleped a safety panel manufacturing line whose quantity and quality
matches or exceeds that of any bending facility in the world. We at OCLI continue
to be impressed by the enthusiasm and total dedication of your management staff
and especially the workers on your rework and new panel line."

The man who is leading the Path Enterprises to this impressive progress is also
contributing to the economic activities of Washington's Korean community. As
president of the Korean Chamber of Commerce in Washington State, Mr. Hubert Park
almost singlehandedly revived the operation of the Chamber,which had for some
time remained inactive, by providing funds for the salary of a full-time employee
and space and equipment for the Chamber's office. Located at midpoint between
Seattle and Tacoma, the Korean Chamber of Commerce is housed in a cozy office

at 584 Industry Drive in the South Center compound, serving the community with
business consultations and various information services. The role of the Korean
Chamber of Commerce, says Hubert Park, is to define our common interests and
needs and design a plan to achieve those common goals systematically. He is
envisioning a Korean American banking system, which would aid the 800 Korean
American small businesses in Washington State by making it easier for them

to obtain the acutely needed investment money.

The Korean American community in Washington State heard about another heart-
warming news last August, when a Korean American exporter of forest products

in Bellevue, made a $10,000 donation toward scholarship and community services
funds of the Seattle Korean Association. Mr. Bong I1 Ho, president of the
Muscanto, Inc., made the contribution. Through the general manager Kevin Horn
who presented the $10,000 check on behalf of Muscanto to the Korean Association's
chairman of the Board of Directors, Do Sung Uhm, Muscanto's president Bong I1 Ho
suggested that $8,000 be awarded to outstanding Korean American college students
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who are in need of financial assistance so they can devote themselves freely to
their studies, and that the remaining $2,000 be used for funding the Korean
Association's community services projects. Mr. Ho pledged an annual contri-
bution toward the Korean American student scholarship fund in the future,
contingent upon Muscanto's business growth.

The Seattle Korean Association announced upon receipt of the Muscanto scholar-
ship funds on August 11, 1984, that the Association's Board of Directors will
serve as the "Muscanto Korean American Student Scholarship" selection committee,
and that some time before September every year, four outstanding Korean American
students in need of financial assistance will each be awarded a $2,000 Muscanto
scholarship.

In ten years' time forty bright Korean American college students will have been
awarded the Muscanto scholarship, and when one imagines what those forty out-
standing Korean Americans can do in various fields of their specialization,

one cannot commend Mr. Ho's contributions highly enough.

The next story of a memorable event does not involve a large amount of cash
donations but is no less meaningful than the two events just described. It is
a story of dedicated Korean American women pooling their talent and spare time
to reach out to those who need a helping hand.

Last September the Korean Community Counseling Center celebrated its first
anniversary. A non-profit organization run by volunteering Korean American
women with a membership of 150, the members of the Counseling Center put in a
total of 1,400 hours helping out 254 cases of people afflicted with language,
cultural and psychological problems. One hundred and ten men and women, young
and old, who had difficulty communicating with the doctors and nurses at the
various hospitals and clinics in the Seattle area, benefited from the Center's
translating and interpreting services. Thirty four individuals agonized by
domestic problems ranging from child abuse to divorce to drug and alcohol
addictions received individual counseling that relieved or solved the problems
before they turned into Tife-threatening crises. They helped out Korean Americans
involved in 28 court cases while responding to literally hundreds of telephone
inquiries with relevant information and referrals to specialists in medical and
legal fields. ¢

Addressing a crowd of about 100 supporters and friends who gathered to celebrate
the Korean Community Couseling Center's first anniversary, the guest speaker

Mr. Young Shik Shim, author of Don't Cry, Mom, said that the occasion symbolizes
that the Korean American community is standing at the threshhold of a new era.
Ever since the 1903-1905 Korean emigration of 7,000 laborers to sugar plantations
in Hawaii, individual survivalism has characterized the Korean American identity.
Although survival is the primary condition of 1ife, there is a certain narrowness
in individual survivalism which fails break out of the shell of self-centered
egoism.

While the Woodland Park United Methodist Church (an American church) has offered
the Korean Community Counseling Center free use of office space to house the
Center, making it poesible for the Center to help others in need, Mr. Shim
observed, Korean churches have yet to reach out to the many Korean Americans

who are struggling below poverty line. Although he has heard of quite a few
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successful medical doctors, there are no free medical clinics in the Seattle | 2 5] galiel: 2 A &
area. Hinting at his own intentions, Mr. Shim said that he anticipates in -0 —

three years there will be a~free legal clinic, serving the Korean Americans Hyel:# S A

in Washington who cannot afford the high cost of legal assistance. SEATTLE-WASHINGTON STATE
#ZX|olriold g MK} KOREAN ASSOCIATION

whi1ﬁ 1i:tening to Mr. Shim's speech beautifully delivered in superb English, i 2611-125th St. NE

my thoughts turned to the three occasions where Korean Americans in Washington : 1914 8101 BIAl, A -

had to protest against bias and misconceptions manifested in the institution | E 1,?‘: A Moiﬂﬂ”::gi 22'” Sienltle. W2 #9125

of higher education and the news media. The University of Washington's decision | ®UFH22 AHY = P.0. BOX 24992

in 1977 to discontinue a Korean literature position vacated by the retiring | =0 &8 WEA NS Seattle, WA 98134

Professor Doo Soo Suh led to a seriesof protest demonstrations by Korean students ‘ ¢ (206) 362- 4500

and members of the Korean American community. In October 1978, the Seattle
Times article "Koreans' dispute turning violent here," full of racist overtones
and painting a nasty picture of both Korea and the Korean American community
here, led to three rallies in front of the Times building staged by Korean
Americans from the Seattle and Tacoma areas. The Tacoma News Tribune carried

a series of five feature stories on Korean Americans in Pierce County in March
1983, which angered many Korean American community members, protesting TNT's
yellow journalism preying upon Tacoma's Korean Americans.

As with other Asians in the United States, Korean Americans, too, have had

their experience in American and their home country inaccurately depicted,
misconstrued, and often distorted. Misconceptions, ethnic stereotypes, and
racial bias persist among most Americans chiefly because there is an undeniable
void of information about the history and contributions made by Korean Americans.
And this void of information has resulted in knowledge gaps in the American
educational system, in business and industry, gavernment, and in print and
electronic media, all of which aid in the perpetuation of myths, stereotypes and
half-truths about Korean Americans.

The stories of the Path Enterprises and Hubert Park, of the Muscanto and

Bong I1 Ho, and of the Korean Community Counseling Center and the dedicated

Korean American women (there are many more stories like these), must be told

a thousand times over until their contributions are clearly etched in the
consciousness of mainstream Washingtonians. This, of course, is not to suggest
that we portray an image of the model minority whose members are all millionnaires
and college professors--an image with serious drawbacks and falsity.
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