



From Baghdad to Paris: 1897
Journal of a Journey to Europe by Land via Damascus and Beirut

On April 10th 1897, a young man of Eastern European origin named Alexander Svoboda set out with his parents and several other travelers on an arduous journey from Baghdad to Europe. The journey, began over land with a caravan through the deserts of Western Mesopotamia, then Syria, Lebanon and Egypt finally crossing the Mediterranean Sea by ship. Though only nineteen years old, and despite the difficulties of overland travel, Alexander-Richard Svoboda faithfully kept a daily travel journal documenting the conditions, events and high points of his journey to Europe.

Written in Arabic, and entitled '”Journal of a Journey by Land to Europe via Damascus and Beirut, Starting on April 10th 1897,” the diary begins in Bagdad, with an account of the plans, the arrangements for supplies, and the farewells to friends; and ends abruptly on July 16th of the same year just as the writer is leaving Paris to travel to London with his parents.	

Written more than a century ago when the Middle East was still part of the Ottoman Empire, these writings reveal the interaction of lives in disparate and remote societies; of European values that were incorporated into parts of the Middle East and the astonishment of Alexander Svoboda himself as he encounters a level of modernism not before seen in his home in Bagdad.  It is a remarkable documentation of diverse aspects of a bygone and distant life.













From Baghdad to Paris: 1897










FROM  BAGHDAD 
TO PARIS: 
1897


Journal of a Journey to Europe
By Land Road via Damascus and Beirut
By Alexander-Richard Svoboda 




TRANSLATED  by  Nowf Abdul-Majid Allawi
EDITED and INTRODUCTION by Walter G. Andrews








Newbook Digital Texts in the Humanities
University of Washington, Seattle, WA
2013


Copyright © 2013 by Newbook Digital Texts in the Humanities
University of Washington, Seattle, WA
First edition 

Permission to make digital or hard copies of all or part of this work for
personal or classroom use is granted without fee provided that copies are
not made or distributed for profit or commercial advantage and that copies
bear this notice and the full citation on the first page. To copy otherwise,
or republish, to post on servers or to redistribute to lists, requires prior
specific permission and/or a fee.

This book can be printed on any Espresso Book Machine.  It can be ordered directly from the University of Washington Bookstore (ubookstore.com) or the print-on-demand files can be downloaded by any EBM owner from the following website: http://depts.washington.edu/newbook

Designed and Produced by Patricia Treger
Manufactured in the United States

2013931740

The Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is available.
Svoboda, Alexander.
From Baghdad to Paris, 1897: Journey of a Journey to Europe 
by Land via Damascus and Beirut


[image: http://www.neh.gov/files/neh_logo_horizontal_rgb.jpg]This publication has been made possible in part by the National Endowment for the Humanities: Exploring the human endeavor



Support was also provided by:

The University of Washington Royalties Research Fund
[image: ]
The Office of the Divisional Dean for the Humanities, University of Washington

Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilization, University of Washington
[image: ]
The Simpson Center for the Humanities, University of Washington



Dedication

To the late Professor Henry A. Svoboda who for decades trusted me affectionately to share his passion and work on Joseph Mathia Svoboda's diaries and the journal of Alexander R. Svoboda.
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