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STATEMENT

November 3 0, 1998

MAIN POINTS OF RAINSY'S ADDRESS TO NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MP Sam Ramsv SRP president and expected opposition leader, is to make the following pomzs

during his address to the National Assembly today in the course of the Assembly's election of a new
(G overnment. ~

My party supports the program that Funcinpec and the CPP have agreed upon although 1t 1s

incomplete. However, I will not vote for the govemment slate that the leaders of those two partles
have proposed. : '

The members of the party doubt the ability of the (proposed) Council of Ministers to carry out the
program. For the most part they are the same people who held these portfolios for the past five years,
during which we saw the pillaging of Cambodia's natural resources; the institutionalization of a

criminal economy based on smuggling, money-laundering, drug-trafficking and corruption; the

creation of a police state with total impunity for human rights violators; and the mtsallocatlon of
scarce government funds to the security apparatus at the expense of human needs. -

Again we see co-Ministers in Defense and Interior, a dilution of responsibility that will leave the real
ruhno party 1n firm control once again. That same party will control the Finance Ministry and other

"money ministries”, as well as the Finance and Banking Commission of the Assembly. Therefore that
party will have control of the two fonts of power in Cambodia: guns and money.

Even 1n a climate of total impunity, without fair access to the media for the opposition, with
systematic campaigns of intimidation by the ruling party, sixty percent of the people voted for

chan ge. They deserve new leaders, not the sam ef‘-.—leaders that have exploited them and caused them to
live 1n terror while plunderm g the resources that r:tghtly belon g to the people and the natlon

a.-

do not support approaches to the nation's problems that are based on power-sharmg and pohtlcal;
deals such as the proposed Senate. We support actlons and we will demand it. :

As the opposition, the Sam Rainsy Party will create a shadow cabinet to crlthue; the actions of the
covernment and to suggest improvements and changes in policy. We hope that the forces who

support democracy both inside and outside Cambodia will do their best to ensure that the opposmon
~can piay a meanin gful role as it must in a parllamentary democracy. L

We )ledge to push substantial policies and create new approached to solve the problems of food -

hortases lack of health care, environmental des,radatlon farlure to meet the cml serv:tce payroll and
the other problems that plaﬂue our country S N T - o

We also pledge to use our position to protect our party supporters and all supporters of democracy Im
the countryside of Ca.mbodta where the worst rlghts Vrolatlons tradltronally go unpumshed and_._
~ unnoticed. ’ [EN’] ' T

For more mfor mation, call MP Son Chhay (012 8.‘)8 857) or Rich Garella (012 802 062)

_ Ofﬂce of the Cablnet of the President: #12 Street 240 anom Penh, K.lngdom of Cambodla
-~ Tel/Fax: 855 (23) 210-137 E-mail: samralnsy@blgpond com. kh :



