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dxʷʔa
positionality

Positionality
tiił puyaləpabš

txʷəlšucid teacher
bəqəlšuł Cohort 2026



Puyallup Reservation (Google Maps, 2026)

Urbanized:
Tacoma
City of Puyallup
Milton
Fife Heights
Fife
Edgewood

(Google, n.d.)

18,061.5 acres (Nagle et al., 2011)

Washington State
Pierce County
Shores of Puget Sound



sx̌ ilix̌ čəł
Our Battle

colonization
development
dissconnection from our land



txʷəlšucid
Southern Puget Sound
Lushootseed

1.sx̌ udx̌ud – vocabulary
2.x̌ əč –  “intent,” “knowledge,” heart/mind,”

“information,” “mind,” “teachings,” ,
“thoughts,” “feelings” (Hilbert & Zahir,
2003b; “mind, inner thoughts, sense,
understanding” (Bates, et al., 1994, p. 260)

3.gʷədᶻadad–“from the Mother Earth, from
Nature” (Puyallup Tribal Language
Program, 2019, p. 59)

Reuben Wright
ti tudscapaʔ



x̌ əč
“intent,”
“knowledge,” 
heart/mind,” 
“information,” 
“mind,” “teachings,”
“thoughts,” 
“feelings” 
(Hilbert & Zahir, 2003b)

“mind, inner thoughts, sense, understanding” 
(Bates, et al., 1994, p. 260)



gʷədᶻadad
“teaching from nature” (Puyallup Tribal Language Program, 2019; Zahir, 2022b)



huyisəbtagʷil
ontological generative
relationships

1.  All things are related. 
2.  All things are in moral balance with the

Changer. 
3.  All things in the Natural world are in moral

balance with eachother
4.Relationships between humans and the

natural world existed before people.
5.Humans were created so that we had to

fulfill these relationships. 



1.
 łuwələx̌ ʷtxʷ ti huyisəbtagʷil.

Strengthen generative ontological relationships.

dəxʷk’ʷałalikʷ
purpose of research

3.
Justice, Self Determination

2.
higʷəd ti ʔaciłtalbixʷ x̌ əč.

Respecting Native Ways of Knowing. 

4.
łuʔəƛ̓  ʔaciłtalbixʷ

Future Generations



tiił šəgʷł
the route

1. Cushman
(Nagle et al., 2011)

2. Kô’yôb*
(Waterman et al., 2001)

3. dxʷwadačəb/dxʷwadabšəb
(Ballard, 1929; Haeberlin & Gunther, 1930;  

Smith, 1940; Waterman et al., 2001) 

4. puyaləp
(Ballard, 1929; Haeberlin & Gunther, 1930; 

Smith, 1940; Waterman et al., 2001)

5. tupuyaləpucid
(Ballard, 1929; Haeberlin & Gunther, 1930; 

Smith, 1940; Waterman et al., 2001)



1. Cushman
2. Kô’yôb*

3. dxʷwadačəb/dxʷwadabšəb
4. puyaləp

5. tupuyaləpucid

tiił šəgʷł ʔal ti caləłali
the route in Tacoma



1.
stab kʷi sx̌ əčidupuł ʔə tiił puyaləpabš ʔal ti

sləx̌ il.

What Ancestral Knowledge about Puyallup Land exists within the
Puyallup Community today?

or
 What inherited knowledge does the Puyallup Land have about the

Puyallup People today?

swiliq’ʷ ʔə k’ʷałalikʷ
research questions



2.
 ʔuxid kʷi ʔuʔayʔgʷastəb ʔə kʷi sx̌ əčidup tiił

puyaləpabš. 

How does knowledge about Puyallup Land affect Puyallup
Community members?

swiliq’ʷ ʔə k’ʷałalikʷ
research questions



Methodology

cəlac
dxʷgʷalčšid

five teachers

c’əbqid

brain

x̌ əč

untranslatable 
concept



luuc ti x̌ əčs
həlgʷəʔ
Listening to their x̌ əč for a
specfic purpose

Grounded Theory Methods
informed by x̌ əč theory

Initial, line-by-line codint
Focused Coding

(Charmaz, 1996, 2014; Creswell, 2007; Glaser & Strauss, 1967)



The relationship between the text, Initial
line - by - line codes, and Focused
Code

coding



Examples of Initial Codes, Focused Codes, and their Relationships



Personal Orientation

Honoring through Events

Traveling/Commuting

Wanting to learn

txʷəlšucid

Family

Childhood ‘Timescapes’

ti dsuləhaydxʷ
What I learned



Discussion
layered interpersonal

timescapes
huyisəbtagʷil

Conclusion
Challenges

gʷədᶻadad

x̌ əč

polluting txʷəlšucid

Individuality/communality

Place
transferability
hyperlocal potential



dahadubš.
Thank you.
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Puyallup Tribal Language Program. (2019). txʷəlšucid Classroom Reference Guide (1st ed., Vol. 1). Puyallup Tribal Language
Program. 
Smith, M. W. (1940). The Puyallup-Nisqually. AMS Press. 
Waterman, T. T., Hilbert, V. t., Miller, J., & Zahir, Z. ʔ. (2001). Puget Sound geography. Lushootseed Press.
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