
·DOI 

ACQ 

SOURCE 

E T 

Salya.dor· 

-- ···~·--.,. .... - . 
erniint-within the Co~munist 

Union Moyeinent 

DATE DlSTR. ,?)._; Nbvemoer ! ~_97-°2 •. .. 

• 

(b )( 1) • 
(b)(3) . 

,(b)(1) 
.(b)(3) 

·. ,: 

(b )(1) f 
(b )(3) ·,. 

f . L__l-.-._-D_e_s_p_i_t_e_t_h_e_f_a_c_t_t_h_a_t_t_h_e_C_om-m-un_i_s_t_P_a_r_t_y_o_f_E_l_· .-. -------~.,:. 

Salva~or (PCES) managed to achieve the election in early September . 
.. fl972 of its own slate o.f canliidates to the National Directorate 
• of the PCES-da inated Unifying Federat'ion of Salvadoran Trade 
1unions (FUSS) • thus remove from the FUSS National Director.ate 
·,£a:t.1.os _J.\.:t.,b,.er..t.o... . . .i d, a .1 .g .¢_ .. ,, , until the_n Secretary General 

of FUSS, and th se f Hidalgo'~ supporters -who h~d, with him, 
:been. accused by the. PCES pf failing to display "revolutionary. 

• , dyn.~mism, 0 : t.he PCES continues to encounter, _serious difficulties 
in exerting the desired degrx· of contro~~~r .FUSS policies 

; and activities.. Julio Oesar • C a s t r o ._Belloso, elected 
~Secre. tar .. y· General~f-FU'Ss· wit. E$- bac .. k1n· ·n- eifrly~ Sep!ember 

; 1972, has -£oun.d FUSS, _leade+s unresponsive to ·he. aggressive 
~;policies which he has tried to implement at the urgi~g of the 
~ PCES. In October· and November 1972, Castro-Belloso called 
~ sevl;!ral meetings of the FUSS National Directorate only to find 

~. 

an insuffic1.· ent number of members in attendance to c·onsti t. lite 
• a quorum. In sul}l, Castro. Belloso finds himself out of harmony 
·with any FUSS leaders. • "' • . _ _ 

l?\ • 2. I : dalg_g, J.9.!~BE..e.!t-~. '\'st ~ i j_ ~ n. ~ . ., '·'de facto" 
• l leader o:f. t e P"CES-dominated ""Feder t1on of Um.ons of Workers 

• \' in the Food, Clothing, Textile and "milar Indus.trie.s of El 
•• - Salva,dor (FESTIAVSCES), and J!!poli.,~~- C a 1 1 e s _ , a leader 

• ··of the key Union of .. Railroa.d}Workers ( F) and_ fo .. rmer. Secretary 
of Finance of FUSS, are. •. ·: . _, 1 co~·nced that the trade union 

·~ policies formulated_ by• Jorg_e_ Shafic . H a n d a _1.. , _ Secretary 
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General o·f the PCES t ·: ~nd c.urrent.]i.y w}'<\A~1imposed to the gr~ate_s( pos:_s1~1_e 
extent by the PCE.S upon ilr.l'loe \;0Min~n1st·trade union movement 
wi11 merely bring about thl\'.'ftecline and perhap·s disintegration . 
of that movement. These Commu~i t}lbQN leaders further believe • . . 
that Handal' s policies will do Ml\.\l.ll~m to the PCES. Thus t . • • 
these leaders have joined toge f'to combat Handal's policies 
while f_!/i&:A-nuingio af~-~r~ their loyalty to _the PCES. • 

. \~,/ft- ... ~ (t;ne~~J 1,,n September 1972 :tt appeared that Handal would 
haitte6~r" way in the Communist trade union movement-, it now appears-, 
with'the recent electoral victory achieved by Calles over the 
PCES. ':)ppos i tion _within the UTP., ailc! -l-li th the difficulties 
being experienced by Castro B~lloso~ that Handal is not in 
control of the.situation. Calles has pointed o.ut that the 
malaise . within the Communist trade unio.n movement is . 
beginning to be. felt within the PCES 1i which Calles and. his. alli~s , \ 
accuse of having neglec.te·d the interests of •• the" wcirkiilg ·classes-~-- ••••• 
Among· other things·, Ca.lles an,d his ~llies point out that, during 
the recent national election~, the National Opposition Union • 
(UNO) m~de·virtually·no provision for.trade union representa:tion 
in the formation of its slates ·of candidates,: Yet UNO was quick 
to demand t:p.a.t the trade ·unions go on ,strike aricl g·enerally 
support UNO _thro~gh drastic action when the elections went 
badly~ Calles expresses the opinion that, in view of current 
pro~lerns, the PCES will not hold its Seventh National Congress 
in the near future as or~g:inal.ly plann~d. • • 

4. (Embassy Comment: . During the 1972 national electoral 
cam1>.aign. PDC leaders -c~mfirme,d t"hat their ties with ·organized 
labor were weak and expressed the hope that the PCES-controlled 
National Democratic Union (UDN), one of their partners in the UNO 
coalition, might help to pull in the labor vote.) . . 
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