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_ Michael; 
You probably will not want to run this, and I guess I don't really blame you. 
I sent it to you, rather than the general Post address, because I don't want 

the Post declines to run it. 
Barton 

Comment & a 
. | 

I was almost amused to see that Phnom Penh Post publisher-and-editor Michael Hayes still carries a personal vendetta against Bernard Krisher, the 

Clearly Krisher has a consistent record of humanitarian accomplishment in Cambodia. Though Hayes might argue these accomplishments 
are not all they're cracked up to be, I don,t think he generally disputes that Krisher gets things done. Instead, he complains that the methods Krisher 
uses are unfair. 

) It is true that Krisher can be pushy, pigheaded and impolite. I,d ; 
guess he,s not above being a bit manipulative when aid projects are held up 
by "public servants" who specialize in bureaucratic foot-dragging. And it 
wouldn't surprise me if from time he,s been less than entirely honest with a 

oe
s 

watched a bug-eyed teenager, so scared of trouble he'd barely reveal the time 
of day, turn into a competent and confident reporter who is eager to print 

been found. So, I have no objection to some pushiness, or a brusque word or two instead of a bow, if there is a chance they might help bring about Similar changes. hp i Ee a Os - Admittedly, the consequences of Krisher,s actions are not always so clear cut. And his intentions might not always be entirely selfless. So I 
methods that many people are apt to side with Hayes over Krisher. And again, 
I donut intend to try to rebut this line of thought here. In my opinion, the 
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Towards the end of his irregular~and lengthy~response to a letter from Krisher that was published in the May (a reply to a letter usually clarifies points that the writer addressed, and does hot raise new points and reserve the last word for the editor, as Hayes, reply does), Hayes strays from the topic in order to get in a shot at the Cambodia Daily. He implies 

potential story”~even if that someone happens to be the guy who signs the editors, paychecks. I,ll say right here, I hope Krisher looks into this and makes sure that his staff knows anyone is fair game. But Hayes also says that 
this hypothetical Situation creates "the ultimate irony." Though as far ag I,m concerned he failed to demonstrate any irony, he should probably be 
realized that it 78 ironic (not to mention hypocritical) that while he publicly goes after the Daily for straying from strict journalistic principals, Hayes will, over a few drinks, blithely admit to publishing complimentary articles about a company because it has bought advertising Space in the Phnom Penh Post. The real Capper is, Hayes inadvertently created 
a Situation here in which by pointing out Supposed irony, he created irony. 

examples. 

Hayes-Krisher exchange~but not quite. To Krisher's credit, for years he resisted letting’ himself be drawn into the scrap, and he advised Daily Staffers to do the same. In fact, he primarily preached respect for the Post, 
and from day one he forbid the use of aggressive or predatory business tactics against Hayes, newspaper. So, the fact that Hayes immediately anointed Krisher Nemesis Number One is a bit ridiculous, and to see Hayes 
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that took the fun out of the Hayes-Krisher farce; neglect, instead, evicted the last laughs from this show. As the first independent newspaper in the 

days, but I've been told that the Post was a good newspaper then; and people 
says that, as good Papers should, it countered rumors, placed a few checks on 
government power and helped begin to balance the political scales. and as far 
But the fact is, it could be better~a lot better. This is particularly unfortunate because Cambodia still desperately needs to raise journalistic Standards in the country. If, over the last half dozen years, the publisher-and-editor of the Post had Spent a bit more time improving the 

planning the next assault on his supposed expatriate rivals, Cambodians might 
have taken a few more steps towards Prosperity, and freedom of the mind. Some of you are probably ready to dismiss these Statements as overly Sanctimonious and presumptuous. Others are Probably about to bar me from ever 
having another drink at the FCC. But before you do, let me say that I,d be 

Barton Biggs 
. Former Editor-in-Chief of the Cambodia Daily 
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