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Prologue

A performance of Don Giovanni is about to reach its intermission, but no
sounds can be heard except the “Spirits of Wine” and the voice of the
Muse of Poetry. Presently Councilor Lindorf appears and bribes Andres,
servant to the famous prima donna Stella, to give him a letter intended
for Hoffmann which contains the key to Stella’s apartment. At inter-
mission, a chorus of gentlemen enter demanding refreshment from the
host, Luther. Soon they are joined by Hoffmann, who is accompanied by
his ever-present friend, Nicklausse. A song is called for and Hoffmann
obliges with The Song of Kleinzach. In the middle of it he falls into
rhapsodizing about his beloved Stella. Next, Hoffmann proposes to
spend the evening telling his friends the story of s three loves. As
the prologue ends, he announces the name of his first love, Olympia...
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Actl

Hoffmann, at the home of the psuedo-scientist, Spalanzani, catches a
glimpse of the doll Olympia, and falls in love with her. His friend,
Nicklausse, tries to tease him out of his infatuation but Hoffmann does
not understand the warning. Then Coppelius, the creator of Olympia's
eyes, sells Hoffmann a pair of magic glasses which make Olympia
seem real. Now Spalanzani and Coppelius come to an agreement over
their joint creation: Spalanzani offers to buy Coppelius’ rights to
Olympia for $500 drawn in a check.on the bank of Elias. Coppelius
agrees immediately, but as one parting idea he suggests that Spalan-
zani marry off Olympia to Hoffmann. Finally, Olympia makes her
appearance and sings for her special audience augmented on this par-
ticular night by Hoffmann. Afterward, Hoffmann is left alone to make
love to her. Having activated the wrong switch, Olympia runs away
from him. Coppelius re-enters, having discovered that the bank of
Elias is, in fact, bankrupt, and vows his revenge. To the strains of a
waltz, Hoffmann and Olympia re-enter and dance, but Olympia gets
carried away. Spalanzani finally regains control of her and carries her
out leaving Hoffmann unconscious and without his magic glasses.
Meanwhile, Coppelius smashes Olympia. To the laughter of the
assembled group, Hoffmann realizes that he has been in love with a
puppet as Spalanzani and Coppelius battle and a general tumult ensues.
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As the second act begins, we find Hoffmann and other guests assembled
at a party in the home of the courtesan, Giulietta. Hoffmann, in a
semi-drunken state, sings a song which derides enduring love. The ever-
wise Nicklausse sees trouble ahead as he tries to warn Hoffmann not to
make an enemy of Schlemiel, Giulietta's lover, by falling in love with
Giulietta. Hoffmann laughs at the idea of falling in love with a cour-
tesan. Enter the sinister figure of Dappertutto who, through the use of
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a magic jewel, persuades Giulietta to capture Hoffmann's reflection for
him. When Hoffmann returns after an unsuccessful bout at the gaming
tables, Giulietta pleads for his love which he gives with abandon. As
they kiss, the whole company enters led by the jealous Schlemiel.
Dappertutto also appears pointing out to Hoffmann that he no longer
has a reflection. Hoffmann determines more than ever to have Giuli-
etta from Schlemiel. He challenges Schliemiel to a duel. Dappertutto
lends Hoffmann his sword and Schlemiel is killed. Instead of finding
Guilietta waiting for him, Hoffmann finds Giulietta in the arms of
Pittichinaccio. He has been betrayed once more by a false love. It is
_____left to Nicklausse to save him before he is arrested for murder..
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Antonia is a young singer living in Munich with her father. When the
act opens, she is singing of her lost love, Hoffmann, whom she has not
seen in a year but hopes to see again. Crespel, her father, enters and
begs her to give up singing (for unbeknownst to Antonia she is in danger
of dying if she sings). Antonia reluctantly promises to do so. Crespel
then orders Franz to keep all visitors out. Of course, he fails to keep out
Hoffmann, who comes to see Antonia. The two lovers greet each other
warmly, but Hoffmann is worried by Antonia's unexplained ill health.
When she leaves, he hides, trying to find an explanation to the mys-
tery. Enter Dr. Miracle who, in a-previous case of the same sort, caused
the death of Antonia's mother. Crespel cannot get him to leave and Dr.
Miracle proceeds to examine Antonia. Hoffmann, listening to this, be-
gins to understand. At last, Miracle is driven from the room. When
Antonia returns Hoffmann, too, makes her to promise never to sing
again. Dr. Miracle returns once more and, with the aid of Antonia's
mother whom he has conjured up, convinces Antonia to sing. This,
finally, is too much for her and she dies. Hoffmann rushes back into the
room and cries out in despair, while Crespel's accusations against
Hoffmann prove equally futile.

Epilogue

Backstage, everyone is waiting for Stella to appear. Nicklausse ex-
plains the meaning of the tales and proposes a toast to Stella. Hoff-
mann angrily objects and proposes instead that they all get even more
drunk. Stella arrives to the cheers of the gentlemen only to find Hoff-
mann dead drunk. She leaves instead with Lindorf followed by the rest
of her admirers. Only Hoffmann is left behind dejected and the worse
for wine. The Muse of Poetry appears again and consoles him with the
thought that one is made great through love but even more great
through sorrow. Inspired by this, Hoffmann bursts into the same
passionate melody he sang to Giulietta; this time, however, dedicating
it to the Muse herself. He is left alone on the stage as the curtain falls.
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