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American education

Schools not what Korean

By YOU-KYONG KIM

The American experience is ironic for
most Korean immigrants: the parents
say they came to the United States to
brighten their children’s future, but com-
plain that American education is spoiling
them.

Korea is ome of the oigest, mOSt
homogeneous and most conservative
countries in the East. Immigrants want
Americans to know that the Korean
language is not the same as Chinese or
Japanese, that Korea has a totally differ-
ent written language, that the Korean
peninsula is not part of China or Japan,
that Korean culture produced the first
movable metal type in the 13th century
and an iron rain guage in the mid-15th
Century, about 200 years earlier than the
west.

The force generated by Korean culture
and national pride is very strong — and
creates unique problems for the Korean
immigrant to the United States. Korean
students need to learn to respect cultures
other than their own.

The only direct contact most Koreans
have ever had with the West is through
American soldiers during the Korean
War.

America is viewed as a friendly, open
country filled with opportunity and free-
dom. Only after the immigrants arrive do
they realize that two jobs or many hours
of overtime are needed to succeed in the
United States.

The probiems encountered by the Ko-
rean immigrants are most sharply under-
scored by the students.

The Korean immigrant student in the
United States finds the social freedom he
always dreamed of in Korea: Girls are
free to wear colorful clothes and makeup
while boys soon learn to smoke or drink
and to ask girls out on dates.

But most students cannot handle the
new-found freedom and find they are still
bound, at least in part, by the old rules.

Again, the irony is that many of the
problems are caused by the clash of old
values with the freedom expressed in the
American way of life.

parents expected

Immigrant children of elementary
school age usually have not been fully
socialized in Korean values and become
quickly ‘Americanized.’ The students
eventually experience some communica-
tion problems with their Korean-speaking
parents and most have an identify crisis
in adolescence.

Young teen immigrants of middie
school age are caught between conflicting
value systems and their confusion is
shown in a lack of self-confidence.

High school-age teens are generally
well versed in Korean values and, as
immigrants, they often make a calcu-
lated decision to adopt American ways
because they believe it is to their advan-
tage. )
It is difficult to know if an immigrant

ever truly adjusts to a new culture. While
a person may speak English and Korean
fluently and may practice both American
and Korean values, he may not fully
participate in either culture.

Most Korean immigrant students com-
plain that they are lonely and say that
they have no ‘‘true’ friends. They say |t
is hard to make friends here, whether
American or Korean.

The reason may be the difference in
American and Korean educational sys-
tems. The kind of intense friendships
formed in Korean classrooms cannot be
made in America because students spend
about 2,000 hours together each year in
Korea compared to about 200 hours in
America.

The language barrier, cultural differ-
ences and a lack of common interests
also make it difficult for Korean immi-
grant students to make friends. Most
Koreans do not even make ‘‘simple
friends’’ in American schools and com-
plain that local kids do not want to be
friends with them.

However, the student has been edu-
cated to be passive in Korea and friend-
ships are not likely to develop unless the
American student takes the first step.

Korean immigrant students are un-
comfortable with the egalitarian atmos-
phere of the American schools, especially

.with the casualness of student-teacher

relations.
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In Korea, the best liked teacher is a

father figure or an elder brother-like
teacher who is authoritative but under-
standing. A close relationship can de-
velop between student and teacher in
Korea without becoming ‘‘buddies.”
" Korean immigrant students are there-
fore bewildered by American teachers
who wear shorts to class — attire appro-
priate for the beach or at home in Korea
— and cannot understand teacher strikes
and are confused by male teachers who
have long hair.

They think it is terrible when students
hug and kiss at school and lose trust in
American teachers who tolerate such
activity.

The parents of immigrant children
must become more involved in school
activities.

It is very unlikely that a Korean
parent will volunteer to attend a PTA
meeting. While the language may be a
problem for some, what keeps most
parents away is simply that they are not
accustomed to attending such meetings.

To increase the participation of immi-
grant parents, it is best to first enlist the
support of an enthusiastic Korean parent
and then have that parent seek the
support of others. Once a group of
Korean parents is organized, more par-
ents will join and the group will become
very supportive.

Many American school counselors find
it difficult to understand why  Korean
immigrant students insist on taking hard-
academic courses when their English
language skills are limited.

The answer is simple: the students do
not want their intellectual ability to be
discounted because of the language bar-
rier. Korean students want to take diffi-
cult courses to prepare for college
studies.

Hard-working Korean immigrant stu-
dents may be obsessed with the *‘getting
into a top college” syndrome and will
resist advice to go to a two-year commu-

nity college to sharpen their language
skills and then transferring to a four-year
university.



Munro Calls For Strong Relationship Between State Government
and Korean Community

The Korean community group’s next courtesy call was to the Secretary of State Ralph Munro. Warmly
received by Munro, they also briefed him on the affairs of the Korean community. In a dialogue that followed
the briefing, Munro and the Koreans exchanged ideas on the topics ranging from international trade to
economic and employment opportunities for the Korean-American communities in the state of Washington.
Munro expressed his willingness to develop a firm relationship with the Korean community and urged the
visitors not to hesitate to let him know on any matters that need cooperation between the community and the
state government.

Munro invited the visitors to a luncheon where they continued their dialogue on matters related to various
aspects of the Korean community, with emphasis on what the state government can do for the community.
The luncheon meeting marks the beginning of the friendly relationship between the Korean community and
the state government.

Korean Businessmen Urged to Take Part in Upcoming
World Trade Fair in Spokane

The Washington State’s Secretary for Commercial and Economic Development, Richard T. Schrock,
indicated during the Koreans’ visit to Governor Speliman that plans are underway for a World Trade Fair to be
held in Spokane around March or April of this year. Spellman pointed out that Washington State’s trade with
the Orient, especially its trade with Korea, has an important role in the state’s economy in view of the
goegraphy and the nature of economic activities of Washington State. The governor expressed his interest in
increased trade with Korea and looks forward to active participation from the Koreans residing in the state.
Mr. Schrock also called for active participation from Korean residents and Korean companies in the upcoming
World Trade Fair in Spokane.

Korean Night Festival To Be Held on April 23

The Seattle Korean Association is planning a variety of programs for KOREAN NIGHT FESTIVAL on April 23.
Leaders from various sectors of the American community will be invited to participate and appreciate Korean
arts and culture. It will be a community-wide celebration of Korea Day with a touch of Arirang Night mood that
the community missed last year.

Following the Koreans’ new year’s courtesy call to Olympia, Governor Spellman officially notified Consul
General Moon Soo Lee of his intent to proclaim April 23 as Korea Day in his letter of January 12. The state of
Washington had its first state-wide Korea Day in 1975 when the former governor Dan Evans was in office.
Spellman had accepted Paull Shin’s invitation to participate in Korean Night activities at the time of the new
year's courtesy call.

Paull Shin Projects a New Era for the Korean Community

As newly elected president of the Seattle Washington State Korean Association, Dr. Shin emphasizes the
need to open communication channels with various levels of US government, and introduct to the American
society the true nature of the Korean community —its potentials, problems, and needs. Here is why he believes
hope lies ahead of the Korean community:

“We have embarked on a new era for the Korean community in Washington State. We are no longer a small
minority group unnoticed by the American counterpart. We are about thirty-five thousand strong with dynamic
professional, socio-economic and political strength. There are at least 8,000 Korean-Americans who hold
American citizenship and the right to vote in all elections. We need to be organized and recognized as an
influential lobbyist group. In one generation, we have achieved the equivalent socio-professional status in
American society that took both Chinese and Japanese communities three generations. Our need is to be
organized as Korean-Americans and become involved in public and civic affairs. We have sufficient talent and
unique qualities to offer a substantial contribution to American society that in turn can enhance our status as
well as future opportunities for our future generation.

“The visit to Olympia was an excellent opportunity to discover numerous ways to help our community both
collectively and individually. This was an opportunity for us to educate the state leaders concerning our
strength and resources as well as a chance for us to learn what opportunities and public programs can benefit
us. It is important for both the Korean and American communities to know that Korea is the third largest
international trading partner in Washington State and also to know that Korean-Washington lumber trade is
making a substantial financial contribution to the Washington education system. Through an open line of
communication, there are also ample ways that state officials can help our community and people in furthering
economic and social opportunities.”
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New Officers Elected for 1983

The Seattle-Washington State Korean Association had a record-breaking turnout at the November 20

election last year. Over a thousand members participated in the election and voted the f i
into office to represent their community in 1983. , © following members

President > Dr. Paull H. Shin
Vice President : Mr. John C. Kwak
Vice President Dr. Ke Hi Oh

Board Member
Board Member
Board Member

Dr. Dong Rip Lee
Dr. Do Sung Uhm
Mr. Kun Sung Moon

Korean Community Representatives Exchange Ideas with Governor
Spellman and Secretary of State Munro at Olympia

On January 5, 1983, a team of new officers led by the newly elected president Paull Shin ’
) 5 ) made a new year’s
courtesy call to Mr. John Spellman, the governor the State of Washington and Mr. Ralph Munro, the sec)r/etary

of state of Olympia. Also present was Consul General Moon Soo L i
eiite ol ee representing the government of the

Spellman to Announce April 23 “KOREA DAY”’

:irsonally greetec_j by Governor Spellman himselfat 10 A.M. January 5, the Korean representatives extended
sta?w )_/riar’s greetmg. to the head of Washington State government in behalf of all the Koreans residing in the
€. The conversation ranged from greetings to briefing the governor on various aspects of the Korean

community - it's history population distribution, occupati i i
: ) ory, ) pational and socio-economic back
philosophies and objectives of the Korean Association. ackaround, and the

gPrac;ﬂlpSvI;:? hindicatt;d to Speliman that the Korean community in Washington State is a rapidly growing minority
more than 30,000 members, and that a considerable number of them hold U.S. citizenship. The

Impressed by the progress the Korean

fomafd to Koreans’ contribution tothe Stcom
eéxperiences from his visit to Korea in 19
cpuntries. For a brief moment, a note of s
killed in action in Korea during the war.

munity has made, Governor Spellman said that he would look
ate through their remarkable progress. Reminiscing his feelings and
81, the governor expressed his profound interest in the Pacific Rim
orrow touched the governor as he remembered his brother who was

Wishing the very best to K
ot orean people, Governor Spellman agreed to proclaim April 23, 1983 as Korea Day

The visit lasted for 45 minutes.
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