PRESS STATEMENT 24th March 1999
- Logging crackdown missing the target

Since the February meeting of the Consultative Group the Royal
Government of Cambodia (RGC) has mounted several well publicised
operations to crack down on illegal iogging operations. Whilst this
demonstration of political will represents probably the most prolonged
and robust anti-logging measures yet taken by the RGC, and has
undoubtedly resulted in a reduction in illegal logging activity, it is
probable that the RGC are missing the prime targets.

There are disturbing reports that small sawmills operating for local
use have been targeted and closed down by the RGC, resulting in a
shortage of, for example, building materials and a corresponding
increase in the price of timber. At the same time the major
perpetrators of unsustainable and illegal logging, the military and
the legal concessionaires, remain largely unaffected.

This state of affairs gives rise to the potential that the Cambodian
public will see the logging crackdown as an infringement of their
rights and livelihood, rather than as a serious effort to bring

Industrial scale operators under contrc! for the benefit of the entire
country and its population. Any resulting public opposition to forest
policy reform will seriously undermine the reconstruction of Cambodia.
The RGC needs to address this issue.

The military: The removal of various military leaders from their posts

due to their involvement in illegal logging operations is welcomed,

but Global Witness' intelligence indicates that military controlled

l0ogging operations are continuing in many areas including Bokor and

Aural protected areas, Stung Treng, Koh Kong, Kempong Thom, Pursat and
Kratie.

Legal concessions: Global Witness has frequently documented serious
Infringements of Cambodian legislation and forestry management
regulations by virtually every forest concessionaire in Cambodia. The
recent cancellation of concessions targeted inactive operators or
areas already too degraded to be economically viable. The most serious
perpetrators of bad forest management and illegal activities remain
unaffected. It is imperative that all concession activity is suspended
pending the results of the ADB concession review process, due to take
place in mid 1999. The RGC has the legal right to terminate the
concessions of those companies that have breached the terms of their
concession contracts.

If the RGC continues to target small operations whilst | |gnor|ng the
major perpetrators of illegal logging, the logging crackdown has no
long term future and will be largely cosmetic, whilst at the same time
causing financial and other hardships to the rural population. The
Implications for the preservation of Cambodia's forest resources are
severe.
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