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TAPE NO. 3, SIDE 1

Scotch 200, 1200 ft.

o -kunsul'o"

+Subject: (1) Sdld:kkdphdt Ceremony at Wit Co:m C8:y
(2) sild:kkdphdt Ceremony at Wit Sttthimongkhon — The ) "'i’""’a'
Jpnes opts
]
Date No. Speed Time Subject
26/9/67 1 15/16 Lay leader ‘chanting' in formalized N. Thai.
" 11 " Monk giving sermon.
" 28 " Bells.
" 28 1/72| » Monks chanting formal thanks - N.Thai style.
o 36 " Conversatioh.
" 37 " lay leader 'chanting' in formalized N. Thai.
n 43 " Short chant by chief monk.
" 44 " Truatnd:m chant - Thai style.
" 50 " Conversation.
" 51 " End of Part I.
30/9/67 60 1 7/8 Music (khim over loud speaker and
playing gongs and drums)
" 6713 " Knim music recorded in khuti.
" 142 " Conversation with Wihd:n.
" 149 " Responsive chant led by abbot of WAt Co:m C8:y.
" 152 " Layleader.
" 156 " * Namo...,precepts led by abbot of Wit Co:m Cé:y.
n 168 " Conversatione.
" 174 " ,‘, Lay leader; presentation of offerings in
formalized N. Thai.
" 222 " Conversation which lay leader changed ‘scriptst'.




TAPE NO. 3, SIDE 1 (Cont'd)

i .
Date No. Speed | Time Subject
30/9/67 | 223 1 7/8 Lay leader(Cont'd)

" 233 " Conversation.

" 236 1/2| -|Lay leader: Request for sermon.

" 237 1/2| *» Young monk: Sermone.

" 285 " Abbot of Wat Sitthimongkhon: Explanation of
ceremony.

" 305 " Blank (edited out because batteries gave out)

chants of monks - formal thanks and

trl‘latné:m. .

" 311 " Distribution of sdldtk gifts.

" 361 1/72) = Blessing being given to donor of one gift by
abbot of Wit Sitthimongkhon.

" 372 " End of Part II.
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A SaldkkapRt Sermon At Wat Sithimongkhon

_ By The Abbot 3el3l 47 Paol- la.,“’ .
i shall take this opportunity to explain to you about merit-

(anisong) which you gain from your offering of a salakkapdt ce-
remony (dZne).l /I believe that) it is also 2 good to point to

you that this ceremony is a practice in which devout Buddhists
2-3 o

: \
When all of you are present at Wat Sithimongkhon today

must try to participate.

for this.salakkapldt ceremony (dﬁno), you are said to be a sup- *
porative fofce of Bt.lddhj.smlil":5 [You may have realized that/
Buddhism survies on‘the four (Tundamental/ supporative groups
(Buddha Borisatha si) Qamely Buddhist monks (Bugkhu), Buddhist
nuns kbukkhuni), male Buddhist followeré'(ubésok) and female Bud-

dhist followers (ubésiké).s-e Since.the male and female Bud-

- dhist followers are called the laity (kharawéd),‘they.resume au-
thority ;n thelr households andtherefore have not much time to
devote for the studying of /Buddhist/ discipline (Vinayd).7—8
On the other hand, the Buddhist monk and novice have resigned
from their secular }esponsibilities in order Z%o devote their
time and eﬁergx} to study the teaching (Dhamma) and the dis-
cipline (Vinaya).9 From thelr studies, they hope to gain some

9-10

knowledge which enables them to teach the laity. However,

the monks can only. carry this‘function by means of the support

10

given by the laity. The laytgogmnnéty:is -Athe sole/ sponsor

of the four basic requisites (catnpujai) namely the [%et ot/
three-piece-rob (ckwon)u an alms-bowl (binthrabathra), a‘bed“

(sasanakhirana) and some medicine (pasacha). 11 Without the laity's

assistance, the monks can no longer carry on. their religious com-

12

mitment. On the other hand, after making merit through this

offering, th8:?329§t¥sogeaffirmedAin the knowledge of the pre-"

T -
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cepts which muet'béhobserved;13 Also, a sermon on the subject
of this merit making ceremony is given; and it guldes the laity's
conduct,lu it points out of what meritorious and sinful actiﬁggs
are.lu It tells the laity to carry on useful and‘peaningful
projects and to discard the unmeritorious oﬁes.ls .If the lay
community follows this guldance, its members are considered
to be a frue and devout Buddhist-followers who have paid their
"homage to Buddhism.?‘5 However,'there are two ways that the laity
may pay their homage ior to worship]'hamely[%hrough] the food
and gifts offering (a misa puja) and lthrough? the observing/
‘practicing / Buddhism? (patibhutti puja). 16
The food and gifts offering (amisa puja) [%orshin] takes
- place when the lay community offefs'fhe monks, the four besic
requisites (catupujjai) and other flagrant objects [%uch as
flowers, incenses, tapers, and flagrant holy waten217 -18 There
is some merit in the amisa puja worshipping19
| ﬁccording to Lord Buddha, the obserying/fpraoticing'

(patibhutti puja) worship which involves receiving precepts ==
19-20

[~]

Snd listening to a sermon is noble. 'The_worship has high

20

"esteem and also gives a high merit. .This is what all of you--

the members of the lay community-- have offered the monks the
salékkagat ceremony (dane) toda.y.zo'21 .The laity will receive
the precepts (sila) and will 1isten to a sermon, which will be
.put into practice.21 JIf the lay community has fullfilled this
expectation? its members have worshipped Lord Buddha through hdk
ways?lg Therefore, they will receive invaluable merit.22 23
On the other hand, all of you show that you all have strong

_faith Zin Buddhism because you have make a special effort from



Te 3, Suly > _ 3ofafer 2

your secular responsibility in order to participate in this noblo
cér;emony.223"2u Once you all have faith, you /have enough c%page .
and motivation/ to carry on any 1:a.sk.2l'-25 Lord Buddha would
consider you all as courageous and falthful followers because

you ﬁave .~ shown your inquisiveness in learning the path to be
free from suffering.26_27 It is stated in Pall as follows:

n27-28

"Pali It is translated /may be explained/ as that

"a ready person" (prom).has strong falth and observes precepts
will have plenty of fortune (lapa) and high status (yosa).28—29
He is given high regards and is highly respected in'whatever
country he desides /[ whereever h#&ivea7;29 The [local/ re-
sidents recognize that he ]Here, however, the pronoun is shift-

ed, from "he" to "you" (than) in Tha%f has high moral and ethical

conduct /having? (sila and Dhamma).zg—30 He [always/ speaks
,fruthfully, doesn't cheat anyone.30 . Although #yoy are not known

in your current residency, you will be befriended/. Persons who

31

know you praise you. >In Buddhism, this type of person is re-

cognized and called "kariyabukhon" who is a good person and who

receives praise from a11.31-32

Now I would like to gd&ress to you all.féithful followers
(ubasok and ubasika) on the subject of merit (anisong) which
you will receive as a reward from your offering‘the salégkapﬂt
ceremony. I would like to tell you a legend in which this kind

of merit is expalined.33-35

The'legehd was told by Lord Buddha to PrincelKasamphikosula.36"36

Once upon a time, Lord Buddha was bofn as a monk named Phatuhala

who was visiting the clty of Hongsawadi at that time.37"38 There
" 1ived a wretched poor husband and wife who matle théir living

by gathering and selling fire,wood.39 However, they had genuiné



. 3of«fb? 4
Tct{nhs‘ Sy

and strong faith in Buddhism.uo' One day the poor husband lamented

about their penniless situation and perceived that they did not

h1-42

make any merit in their previous births. Therefore we [%heyf

must make some merit in our /%heir] present birth, so that we
[they/ would have some happiness in our [thein] future bi:c"ch.l'2
His wife agreed with hi,m."3 Later on:i, they learned that there

would be a salégyapat ceremony at a neaf—by monastary t:emple.u3

They gathered some fire wood and gpt some money from selling it:uu
With that money they bought one rice cooking pot, one curry cook-
ing pot, four bananas, four pieces of sugar canes. /They also
bought some other Goed/:which they put in %kood contaliner, and

they decorated the cookikng utensils Jwith bananas, sugar canes,

. ete./ ZJOnce everytﬁing was beautifully decorateq], they took

their Jofferings/ to the yiharn where” the laity. assembly was.gs
The husband drew a lottery ticket Jwhich indicated the specific
monk/ to whom they must make t;heivr‘of»‘f‘ering.“6 They took the
ticket and their offerings and malke their off‘eri.ngs."s_u7 After
making their offerings to the monk they performed a ritual of
.tibation and prayed that merit which they would gainskould pre-
gent themwf from living a wretched life like the present one they
were living and#hould give*;_ﬁetter life in their future births.u7 -8
- They asked for some fortune. Z%s their rewarqf 9. Not long after
that the couple died and were rebm'nc'1 in the Dawwadung heaven

‘as male and female déitiles, 49-50

They were surrounded by angles
Z?emale attendantqt Their names were /They were known as/the

Lo
male Zéod% of sakkapaﬁ and the female Zkoodnessf sakkanat res-
50-51

- pectively. Afther that they were reincarnatedias the King

and Queen of the ciyy of. Paranasi in which they ruled for 8&‘04

. years. o1 Once he was tired of his living conditions he entered

intn mnnkhnod-52 AN 7 | — 3
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@w\ He died and was regprn as Prince Summg phisa who 1éter on became
our Lord Buddha.52;53 B i ~
This is how one will receive merit (anisong) from 6fferﬁu;,
the §a15%gapat ceremony. It clearly'shows in the legend.su Me-
rit from this ceremony will provide happinéss both in this world
and in heaven (the other worldf'as Lord Buddhavhag received.su'ss
When you, faithful followers have learned this 2 messége, be
happy because you have offer thg safégkapat ceremony and will
" have received merit which will provide you with haﬁpiness and
more prosper:].ty.56-'57
The sermon comes‘to an end here. I bless all of you ‘and

wish you all happiness, prosperity. Whatever you may wiéh, you

will receive. You will be free from all danger and calamity.
5860 .

You will be prosperity, have long life and have good health.
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Some Explanations About the SaIakkapaT Ceremony.
By the abbot of 7 Wat Slfhlmongkhon ?“’f Kar) 303€|57

All faithfull followers (ubasok and ubasika), you hage’

just finished listening to the Sermon on the merit of the salak-
12 '

kapat ceremony (anisong salé&kapaf). _Being the host of this
event, | would like to congratulate and to rejoice with all of
you who have helped in fhe‘salégkapaf ceremony (dane).z-3 The

ceremony can also be called "the Sangkha d5ne."3 This merit

‘making ceremony returns more merit (anisong) than "the Sukhalak
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dane ceremony which has a specific and_limited purpose.

The dine ceremony today is called "the Sangkha dane" ceremony
in which gives pjenfy'ofumérif (anisong; [as a reward in re-
turnl. > Once, Lord Buddha said that anyone who repeatedly made
an offering (dane) one hundred ?lmes’[?or the sake of or in..
order to transfer? merit for [owl creafurgs,Ahe would receive
the same amount of merit as if he wouId héve’made one merit of-
fering (dane) +o a person who had nelfher precepts (sita) nor
the ethical code (Dhamma).6 -7 Making meri+ for fhis type of
person one hundred times wduld not give as much merit as. if one

merif making was done for a person who observed the five pre-l‘

"cepfs.7 Making merit, for this type of persone one hundred +imes

would not give as much merit as if one merlf maKlng was done
for a person who observed the eight precep'l's.8 Making merit
for this Type of person one hundred times would not give as

much merit as if one made one offering (dane) fo a novice (sa—
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manera). Making one hundred offerings fo the novnce would

not give as much merit as if one made one offer!ng (dane) fo

one blkkhu.9 10 Making one hundred offerlngs fo ?he blkkhu "
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would not give as much merit as if one made one offering (dane)
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to Phra Sodabun. Making one hundred offering to the Phra

Sodabun would not give as much merit as if one made one offer-

ing to Phra Anakhami.|| Making one hundred offerings to the

Phra Anakhami would not give~as much merit as if one made one
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offering to Phra Orahun. Making one hundred offerings to the

Phra Orahun would not give as much merit as if one made one of-
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fering to one Buddha. Making one hundred offerings (dane)

to the Buddha would not give as much merit as if one made one
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offering in the "Sungkha dane. [From these examples in

this explanafiom?, Lord Buddha had promotes [this type of merit

making ceremonyd this dane as "the Sungkha dane."|4-'5 L%o in
the essence/, today you have participated in "fthungkha dﬁne"

ceremony.'s-l6 Now,’affer you draw a lottery ticket, you will

find out to which bikkhu you must make y;ur offer’ing.m"'7

The lay comﬁunify of Wat Sithlﬁong is extremely happy be-
cause there is a foreig#buesf—-a Dr.-- from the U qf W, who Haé
come to iearn our custom and way of life; and he has parficiﬁ#f—

ed in our ddne éeremony.'s-'g There are also lay members of

other monastary temples who héve.joinéd our dane. | [would like

to take this opportunityl] to express my - gratitude and to bless

all of you.zo'22



