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On March 15, 1996 the KNP National Council held 1ts first plenary meeting 1 Phnom Penh under the
charrmanship of President Sam Rainsy. More than 700 people attended the meeting. inc luding 415 fully-tledeed
members of the National Council who came from all provinces of Cambodia, about 300 other Party's members
who attended as observers, foreign and Khmer journalists and other guests. The 600 chairs placed under the
shed beng all occupied, more than one hundred people had to stand in the shade of surrounding trees.
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the Navonal Council 1s the body that represents the Party ( ongress which assembles the grass-roots members of

the P}a.r"t}f. It eiects the Steerng Commuttee which 1s the executive orean of the Party. [t supervises the
anpicmentation by the Steering Committee of the ainis and policies of the Party as determined by the Congress.
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As of today, the National Counall comprises 800 members. Nearlv all the members not present at the meeting

(those living 1n remote provinces and overseas) were duly repr L%{,nted (power of attomey given to thetr peers who
could come),

The meeting began with an exposé by Sam Ramsv on the current political situation in Cambodia and the
implications of the international community’s commitment to ensure the respect for human rghts and democratic
principles in this country, m conformity with the 1991 Paris Agreements. Sam Ramsv stressed the point ?,.;hat
presently democracy existed only in appearance but had no substance. Democracy implies a system of checks
and balances which does not exist here since the National Assembly 1s only a rubber stamp-parliament and the
Judiciary 1s under the control of the Government. Furthermore the Government uses every trick to delay the
tormation of the Constitutional Council whose tole is to ensure that Government-sponsored laws and
covernmental decisions do not violate the Constitution. Because this supreme body is not formed yet nearly three
vears atter the promulgation of the Constitution (!). the Government can continuously violate the Constitution

ana other laws of the country, especially regarding the respect for human nghts and democratic priciples.

Sani Rainsy emphasized the role of the international community (United Nations, donor countries,...) in pushing
for free and fair elections in 1998 because it is its legal and moral obligation to ensure the continuation of the
democratization process in Cambodia following the UNTAC elections held in 19093 € onceming the legal status
ot KNP, Sam Rainsy pomted to the fact that KNP is absolutely lawful according to the Constitution and the
Paris Agreements and that. on the contrary, the Government's decision not to recoenize it has no legal basis
whatsoever. He agreed with the King that FUNCINPEC would disappear as a real nolitical torce in the near
future and he concluded that there would be only two determining political parties mn the final battle in 1998
CPP which rests on intimidation, and KINP which rests on the will of the people

Vice-President K_oncr Korm made the tollowing speech which elaborated on the 10 point- platform and the
strategy of the Party which will use only legal and peaceful means in order to come to power through democratic

process, 1. e. elections. KNP needs to improve and to strengthen its organization and to make every effort to

ensure that the next elections be free and fair ( relationship with human rights groups, tramning of observers.
appeal to all Cambodla s friends,. ).
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November 9 to November 2, 1‘393 and 11:3 1000 f rom P xc,a 1 Bat (E\u ) Jayavarman the seventh” to "Angkonan

~Khmer", n comphance %fiﬁ”i he Km-ﬂ S vem hl:;z} mld V «im, mswhaml sugﬁeanom
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The following speech was madt D jf bam Qoam ﬁom - member of the Steering Commuttee who elaborated on the

- role and the tasks of the National Council. Various Commissions have been created within the National Counail:
_Educatlon Public Health, Women's Affairs, Human Rights, Forest and Environment, Adnunistrative Riﬁf?‘(}l"lﬂ_i«}_&

—h

'SOCI&! Work, ‘Economics and Finance, Public Works. ﬁxmzcu]tme Industry, kExtemal Trade and Tourism.

"F ore on Aff"ms C ulture and Mm@zitzes Defence interior

To conclude the first part of the session, Sam Ramsv made a pm%emat ion of the leadership ¢ !
ncluding the President, Vice-President and Secretarn-General. the Steering Commitiee counts 52 menibeis
WHOSC 1ames were read.

in the second part of the session, the Chowmg members of the Natonal fou*fmi took the floor:
|- a representative of the crwvil servants '
-2 representative of the armny
3= a representative of the 'S;Lm{i‘fi”z{ii
4- a representative of the Khmer women
-2 representative of the Khimers Krom ( Khimers bor i South Vietham)
a representative of the Khmers-Istam (Mushm Khroers)
/- a representative of the Khmers Loecu (Khmers from the North-Ea st of Cambodia)
3- a representative of the traders |
0- a representative of the factory workers and cvclo-drivers
|0- a representative of the war handicapped
|- a representative of Siemreap province
2- a representative of Kompong Cham province
{3- a representative of Prey Veng province
I4- a representative of Kratie province
| >~ a representative of the overseas Khimers.
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All the representatives expressed their specific frustrations, concerns and hopes and vowed support for KNP and
President Sam Rainsy. Peace and social justice were the hopes they all have in commeon

Finally the participants adopted the following resolution whereby all the members of the National Council agreed

{0

|- tutly support the Steering Committee led by President Sam Ramsy
2- fullv support the Party's policy implemented by the Steering Committee

~

5- tully support all the decisions made by the Steenno' Committee

4- deny any legitimacy to renegades who violate the Paity's Statutes and Intemal Regulations

1rmly resolve to take part n the coming electlom due in 1998 so as to ensure victory for the Party and the
h@lehhmel Natlon S S e - . T

The meetmcr which started at 9.00 a.m., ended at nearly 1.00 p.m., in a cheerful ambiance with all the
participants remaining until the very end. '
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since its foundine. As of
I ’Eafcw 14 IC)QO KNP had 84 340 memb TS mmg} ved TG_&D_JDO in November | 9‘:?:) ihe Party has conducted
- _-"_---_'_._-\fanous p@htical and social activities in C .ﬁrnhmﬁﬂ .;md has set up branches in countries where there are izsirsf@."
- C ambeaxan communities: the USA, France, C anada. Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, IHE‘: United Kingdom and
o S wzgrland Khieu Rada also confirmed and m}“‘*lmmd the Partv's decision to ciﬂsz;:—af: its founding date from
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