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Fortune, Ruler
0 Fortune, var
I lament the w

Springtime

The joyous fac
All things are
Behold the wel

On the Green
Dance

The noble '~re
Salesman, _ive
Dance

They who here
Come, come, de
They who here
If the whole v

In the Tavern
Seething insi¢
Once in lakes
I am the abbot

When we are in
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Fortune, Ruler of the World
0 Fortune, variable as the moon
I lament the wounds that Fortune deals

Springtime

I

The joyous face of Spring is presented
All things are tempered by the Sun
Behold the welcome long awaited Spring

On the Green
Dance

The noble forest is decked with flowers

Salesman, give me colored paint to paint my face

Dance

They who here go dancing round
Come, come, dear heart of mine
They who here go dancing round
1f the whole world were but mine

In the Tavern

II

Seething inside with rage and bitterness
Once in lakes I made my home

I am the abbot of Cucany

When we are in the tavern
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Court of Love

Love flies everywhere Soprano
Day, night, and all the world are against me Baritone
There stood a young girl Soprano
My breast is filled with sighing Baritone and Chorus
If a boy and a girl linger together Male Soli
Come, pray, do not let me die Chorus
In the scales of my wavering indecision Soprano
Pleasant is the season ‘ Tutti
Sweetest boy, I give you my all ' Soprano

Blanziflor and Helena
Hail to thee most lovely virgin Chorus

Fortune, Ruler of the World

0 Fortune Chorus

~ ao'

Composed in 1936, Carmina Buranma is a setting of thirteenth-century
poems by goliards, wandering bands of students and defrocked clerics.
Irreverence and lust for the earthy were coupled with obvious knowledge
of the liturgical and literary by the poet-singers. Unfortunately, the
melodies of this collection of carmina (songs) from Burana (Beuren) in
Southwestern Germany remain untranscribed from their staffless neumes.
The manuscripts were found in the mid-nineteenth century.

Orff's melodies retain a medieval simplicity and folk-likeness; his
harmonies are almost primitive; and counterpoint and development are
shunned. Rhythm is the driving force: it is reinforced through almost
continous use of added percussion. Word treatment modeled after Monte-
~ verdi and repetitive and additive rhythmic schemes influenced by Stra-
vinsky seem to work well with the Nazi approved neotonalism. Orff's
flare for the dramatic is ever present-- from his didactic Schulwerk
to his operas--whether or not narrative sequence exists, the latter be~
ing the case with Carmina burana.




