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Australia Provides $12 Million for Landmine Clearance in Cambodia

Va-Aprii-07: Austraiia is providing 512 miilion to ciear iandmines and unexpioded erdnance in Cambodia,
N a major funding announcament to mark internsticnal Mine Action Day.

Australia's Special Representative or Mine Acticn and Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Greg

Hunt, said the funding would halp to clsar explosives from millions of square metres of land across
affected areas in Cambodia.

Vve will allocate 512 million through the Australian Agercy for International Deveicpment, (AusAlD) to
the United Nations Development Programme’s Ciearing for Results program, Mr Hunt said.

‘Cambodia is one of the world's most heavily mined countries with Up to six million 1andmines gstimated
0 be scattered throughout the country.

According 10 the United Nations, close to six million of Cambodia's rural poor are affected by mines. A
third of ali victims are childrer.

Landmines pose a serious threat to Cambaodia's reconstruction and develoement, impacting on the ives
of mine a'fected communities and I'miting access 1o assential services and infrastructure.,

Llearing for Results has proved its effectiveness, exceeding its land clearance target for 2008. in 2008,
3.7 millien square metres of land were cleared of mines. This was well in excess of the annual clearance
target of 5.2 million square metres.

‘The pregram has also helped to combat the devastating effects of unexploded ordrance which now
cause more casdaities than landamines in Cambodia.

Ou- additional “unding to be disbursed over four years will help to continue the good work of the program
and allow de-mining teams to continue clearance work.' Mr Hunt said.

Australian aid, togetner with that from other countries, nas helped to reduce mine and unexploded
ordnance casuailty rates from 3000 to 450 per year.

=ince 1996, Australia has committed around $50 million to mine action-related activities in Cambodia.
including $2 milticn to Clearing for Results last year.

Australia has pledged $75 million over five years to 2010 for global mine action activities,' Mr Hunt said.
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