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CAST
THE PODESTA, a small-town mayor .............c.cccc...... BRYAN ALMOND
SANDRINA, an aristocrat

in disguise as a gardener ................ RACHEL RouTsON (May 14, 18)
MARIA MANNISTO (May 16)

RAMIRO, @ yoUNQ POEL........cocvvriiiiieriieeesreeee TESSIA ALTIVEROS
SERPETTA, the Podesta’s maid......... ELIZABETH ScoTT (May 14, 18)
STACY HUNT (May 16)

NARDO, Sandrina’s servant, also in disguise ............ JEREMY IRLAND
ARMINDA, the Podesta’s niece ................. MARIATANA DEL ROSARIO
(May 14, 18)

SARAH MARKOVITS (May 16)

COUNT BELFIORE, Sandrina’s ex-fiance ....................... DARIN JONES
Understudy for Count Belfiore ...........cccccceevevirennen. DUSTIN JARRED

The action takes place in ltaly, in and around the estate of the
Podesta, mayor of a small town.

The story develops from the love the Marchesa Violante had for
the Count Belfiore, and which the Count betrayed by stabbing her
in a fit of jealousy. Violante had barely recovered when she is
compelled to search for him. Disguised as the gardener Sandrina,
she begins her search accompanied by her servant Roberto, also in
disguise as her cousin Nardo. They are presently in service to the
Podesta.



CONDUCTORS

MEENA HWANG, is currently pursuing a doctoral degree in orches-
tral conducting with Maestro Peter Erds at the University of
Washington. A pianist and cellist since age four, Ms. Hwang
comes from a family of professional musicians. Surrounded by
music at home, Meena auditioned for and subsequently entered the
prestigious Seoul Arts High School. After graduating with a com-
position emphasis, she entered the prestigious Korean National
University of the Arts and received her Bachelor of Music Degree
in orchestral conducting. She served the KNUA orchestra and
several opera productions as an assistant conductor including
Mozart’s Magic Flute. During these years, Ms. Hwang was
actively involved with several contemporary ensemble concerts
and competitions for young composers. Since coming to the Uni-
versity of Washington, where she earned her master’s degree, she
has been an opera teaching assistant and on the coaching staff for
several UW opera productions including Offenbach’s Orphee aux
Enfers and Kirk Mechem’s Tartuffe. In Spring 2006, Ms. Hwang
served as assistant conductor to the UW Opera (Maestro Eros),
making her opera conducting premiere at Meany Hall with the UW
production of Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro and Puccini’s Suor
Angelica in November and music director and conductor for
Pasatieri’s The Women, a one act opera, in the UW opera work-
shop.

JULIA TAI is a conductor, singer, pianist and violinist. She had
conducted the University of Washington Opera production of Kurt
Weill’s Seven Deadly Sins, and was the assistant conductor and
chorus master for their production of Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro
in 2006. She had also conducted for the Seattle Experimental
Opera and Washington Composers Forum. Born in Taipei, Tai-
wan, Ms. Tai began her violin studies at age four and piano at
eight. Since then, she was accepted into prestigious Music Schools
in Taiwan and received formal training. During these years, she
had given many recitals in violin, piano, and chamber music, as
well as concerts with choirs and orchestras, which had toured
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Spain, United States, Japan,
and Taiwan.



Ms. Tai is also an accomplished singer and has given recitals in
the United States, Japan, and Taiwan. She holds a Bachelor of
Music Degree in Vocal Arts Performance and a Master of Music
Degree in Choral Conducting from the University of Southern
California Thornton School of Music, where she graduated with
honor of the departmental award as the “Outstanding Graduate of
2004.” She had sung with the USC Opera in the productions of
Gianni Schichi by Puccini, The Magic Flute by Mozart, The Cru-
cible by Robert Ward, Merry Widow by Franz Lehér, The Ballad of
Baby Doe by Douglas Moore and Die Fledermaus by J. Strauss.
She also sang with the Los Angeles Master Chorale and the Los
Angeles Philharmonic for three seasons from 2002-2005.

Ms. Tai is currently a doctoral student at the University of
Washington where she studies instrumental conducting with
Maestro Peter Ergds. She is the co-concertmaster of the University
of Washington Symphony and the conductor of the UW Contem-
porary Ensemble. She had served as the associate conductor of the
Rainier Symphony in Tukwila, Washington, and had studied con-
ducting with renowned teachers John Farrer, Daniel Lewis, Ken-
neth Kiesler, Gustav Meier, Jorge Mester, Otto-Werner Miuller,
Larry Rachleff and Donald Thulean in numerous international
conducting workshops.
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