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Mr. Michael Hayes '
Editor-in-Chief
Phnom Penh Post
Phnom Penh
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Dear Mr. Hayes, ' ,
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In response to Ms. Sp; Downie's article, "Beijing: Faxes and Flights", which appeared
in the Sept. 9—‘2_2 edition of the Phnom Penh Post, and in particular with reference to
the three conditions under which my August Father would supposedly agree to "retake

-

political power", please allow me as the person directly concerned in this matter to set
the record straight. _
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Firstly, 1t is prgfoundly {‘egrettable that Ms. Sue Downie has ascribed to me certain
words on the simple basis of affirmations stemming from FUNCINPEC officials, all -

the more so as she met with me directly after my discussions with these very officials
and 1n the presence of two foreign diplomats. '
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_Segondly, I'made it clear during that meeting that my August Father had asked me to
intorm those who wish to see him retake power that he was not interested in doing so.

- My Father moreover congratulated me for working in difficult conditions, namely in
the context of:
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- a national press which day in and day out criticises and insults the Royal
Government and its members:
- an international press which is terribly critical of this same Government:

- Human Rights organisations which have taken it upon themselves to become
involved in Governmental affairs;
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~ King. -

Thu‘dly, the aj: 1c le c lal ;s th at H. E
preve nted by the two

It is also worth mentioning that His Majesty the King has clearly expressed a

desire not to meet with anybody but the three top officials in the Royal Government.

His Majesty has made this clear on several occasions, including when he informed
~ Mrs. Saumura Tloulong, the wife of H.E. Mr. Sam Rainsy, that he would not be able to
o meet Wlth her

I hope this will lay to rest any unfortunate rumours stemming from tendentlous
allegatlons |

Sincerely yours,

“Norodom Ranariddh
- First Prime Minister of the

-~ Royal Government of Cambodia

~ Enclosure:

Mr. Sam Rainsy the Mlmste:r of Fmance was_ o
vo Prime Mmlsters from gomg to ]61_]111g to meet His Majesty the
o The j_:_.__;act s t_?%“:ffat the meeting in leljmg which HE. Mr. Sam Rainsy was

- scheduled to attend was to focus on "development" issues. For this reason, the two.
e Prime Mlmsters felt is was more appmpnate to send the Secretary-General of the CDC
SRSt ",f.fmste ad In no way was it thelr 1ntent10n to prevent H E Mr. Sam Rainsy from me etmg
= -Wlth HlS Majesty the ng ot
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