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Abstract

san(s)

Wei Yang

Chair of the Supervisory Committee
Joél-Francois Durand

School of Music

The title has two different readings — as the Chinese character £, which can mean scatter,
fragment, spreading, among various meanings; as well as sans in French, which means without.
The former is related to the formal aspect of the piece, more specifically the deconstruction of
the initial material into smaller units, the different treatments of these units, and various modes
of interaction among them. The latter refers to the intention that the considerations during the
compositional process are solely derived from the inherent characteristics of the musical
material, instead of imposing an extramusical structure or system, such as theater, ritual,
narratives, which were heavily explored in my previous works. Under the framework outlined by

these two readings, I intend to achieve musical poetics while maintaining a structural coherence.
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instrumentation

3 Flutes (3. also piccolo)
2 Oboes

1 English Horn

2 Bb clarinets

1 Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons

1 Contrabassoon

4 French Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
3 Trombones: 2 tenor, 1 bass

1 Tuba

Timpani

3 Percussions (all require bows):

I - back stage center: Bass drum, 2 Bongos (high + low), large Gong (E2)
II - stage left: Singing bowl (E5), large Tam-tam, Glockspiel

IIT - stage right: Tubular bells, Crotales, Vibraphones

2 Pianos (1. also Celesta)
2 Harps

Violins I (14 min.)
Violins II (12 min.)
Violas (10 min.)
Cellos (8 min.)
Doublebasses (6 min.)

vocalization

I F inhale, exhale and whisper , all of which involves air only

they can be combined with syllabels, ex. 1 r E

a u o u t

vocalization are notated in different ways for different execution:

(1) notated on single-line staff with no additional marking, they are to be executed away from the instrument

ex: ‘ri

(2) notated on single-line staff with additional markings (usually for brass instruments), the air is to enter the body

of the instrument with indicated valve position or tube length

1st valve down

€X:  trumpet —r— exhale into the trumpet with 1st valve surpressed

7th position

trombone r exhale into the trombone with the tube extended to 7th position

(3) on regular 5-line staff, the air is to enter the body of the instrument with the indicated fingering

Trill by default is half step unless indicated otherwise.

Pianist should supress the sustain pedal whenever harmonics or stopped notes are executed.

The score is written in C, except for the usual transpositions:

Celesta sound one octave higher, glockenspiel and crotales two octaves higher, contrabasses sound one octave lower

Duration: 12 min
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