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Program Note

Cassia Blossoms was inspired by the poetry of China’s most celebrated woman
poet, Li Ch'ing-Chao. It exists in two versions: a chamber ensemble setting and a
chamber orchestral setting. The chamber ensemble score being performed this
evening received its premiere on August 10, 1988 at the Bennington Chamber
Music Conference and Composer Forum of the East.

Cassia Blossoms

forbidden by the curtain
you strech out below
cleverly helped

by the red railing

by you alone

| divine the dying Spring
whose flowers stand

pale and waiting

meek modest childlike
how you've waited

for those flocks to pass
for that turn of wind and dew
when first'you would adorn
the morning

seductive captivating

the wind jealous

the moon laughing

and when long held back
over the Eastern quarter
over the Southern streets
From first light Lord Sun
bakes ponds and inns
until at last

his chariot goes by

who can succeed him?
only you .

who are more lucent.
than the Brilliant Palace
almost equal the sun
when you first appear

on branches ‘

for you P'll pour

a golden cup

disregard the dying candle
ignore the yellow dusk

LI CH'ING-CHAO

translation by James Cryer
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