Five Unedited Texts
on the Sufi Doctrine of Wahdat al- Wujud
by
al-Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjani

Presented here are five texts by al-Sayyid al-Sharif ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-
Jurjanit dealing with the Sufi doctrine of wahdat al-wujud or the unity of existence.
The first three texts are from al-Jurjani’s Hashiyat Sharh al-Tajrid, a gloss on
Shams al-Din Mahmud al-Isfahant’s Tasdid al-Qawa‘id fr Sharh Tajrid al-‘Aqa’id,
a commentary on Nasir al-Din al-Tust’s Tajrid al-‘Aqa’id. The first two of these
three texts are from the section of al-Jurjani’s Hashiyah in which he discusses the
question of whether or not existence (al-wujud) is superadded (za’id) to quiddites
(al-mahiyat).t The third is from the section in which he discusses the question of
whether the existence of the Necessary Existent ( Wajib al- Wujud) is superadded to
His quiddity (mahiyah) or whether it is identical with it.? The fourth text is a short
work in Persian entitled Bayan-i Maratib-i Mawjudat dar Maewjudiyat and the fifth
text is an Arabic translation of it. According to a marginal notation in Yahuda 5373
the translation was made by Kamal ibn Shihab al-Din al-Nisaburi. The colophon
of Yahuda 4218, however, attributes the translation to al-Jurjani’s son.

Al-Jurjant’s position in each of these texts is that the Sufi doctrine of wahdat
al-wujud, although based on mystical vision (mushahadah) and revelation (muka-
shafah) can nevertheless be interpreted and explained in such a way as to make it
acceptable to reason. There is therefore no basis for rejecting the doctrine of wahdat
al-wujid as was done by Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani® and many other theologians.

It should be noted that these texts are based solely on the manuscript and
printed sources currently available to me. These sources are included in the bib-
liography which follows the presentation of the texts. No attempt has been made
to establish definitive texts based on all the extant manuscripts, nor have any of
the many, but minor, variant readings to be found in the manuscripts been cited.
A few significant differences in the sources have, however, been pointed out in the
notes.

! For the corresponding section in al-Isfahani’s Tasdid see pp. 199-206 of al-
‘Adwant’s edition.

2 Again, for the corresponding section in al-Isfahani’s Tasdid see pp. 310-314 of
al-‘Adwant’s edition.

3 See his Sharh al-Magasid, Vol. I, pp. 54-56, Vol. II, p. 52.
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I. From Hashiyat Sharh al-Tajrid. Sources: Garrett 865, fols. 16a-16b and Yahuda
5373, fols. 87b-88a.
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II. From Hashiyat Sharh al-Tajrid. Source: Garrett 865, fol. 22a.
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III. From Hashiyat Sharh al-Tajrid. Sources: Garrett 865, fols. 62b-63b; Yahuda
5373, fols. 88a-89a.4
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4 Parts of this text are quoted by a number of later authors. See, for example,
al-Maybudi, Sharh Hidayat al-Hikmah, qism 3, fann 2, fasl 2 and 6; al-Qushj,
Sharh al-Tajrid, p. 61; Raghib Basha, al-Lum‘ah, pp. 11-12; and al-Ahmadnagart,
Dustur al-‘Ulama’, Vol. 3, pp. 443-444 (under al-wujud).
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IV. The Persian Text of Bayan-i Maratib-i Mawjudat dar Mawjudiyat. Sources:
Yahuda 5373, fols. 76b-81a; Tehran 890 [707], fols. 94a-96b; Tehran 1033 [708],
fols. 27a-30a; Tehran 1035 [709], pp. 346-348; Nasr Allah Taqawi.’
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> I am indebted to my colleague Firoozeh Papan-Matin for help in reading the
Persian manuscripts.
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6 ‘This ruba‘% is attributed to al-Jurjani himself. See Rida Quli Khan, Riyad
al-‘Arifin, Tehran, 1305, p. 212. I am indebted to my colleague Shahrzad Shams
for bringing this attribution to my attention.
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7 1 have been unable to identify the author of this ruba‘z or of the one which
follows it.

8 A well-known hadith but one with a questionable isnad. See al-Maqasid al-
Hasanah fr Bayan Kathir min al-Ahadith al-Mushtahirah ‘ala al-Alsinah by Muham-
mad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawt, Beirut 1979, pp. 93-94.

9 Nagr Allah TagawT adds at this point: & xa> 0 JL,-J\Q__U-r}.a.-MrLQUJ_-.JZ

The verses which follow will be found in the section on ‘AlT Zayn al-‘Abidin in Nur
Allah al-Husayni al-Mar‘ashi al-Tustarm’s Thqaq al-Haqq wa-Izhaq al-Batil, Qum,
1403—, Vol. 12, pp. 84-85, 128.
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See footnote 20 below.
See footnote 21 below.
12 Nasr Allah Taqgaw1 inserts here the following verses:
Cus 200 Sy 1 Olotg) B a9 o
13 Nasr Allah Tagaw1 adds at this point the following:
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V. The Arabic Text of Bayan Maratib al-Mawjudat fr al-Mawjudiyah. Sources:
Yahuda 4218, fols. 44a-47b; Yahuda 4451, fols. 325b-329a; Yahuda 5373, fols. 82b-
86b.
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14 The preceding two paragraphs are found only in Yahuda 5373.
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15 The following two verses are from the Ta’yah of Ibn al-Farid.
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16 Also from the Ta’iyah of Ibn al-Farid.

17 Also from the Ta’wyah of Ibn al-Farid.

18 See footnote 8 above.

19 These verses are attributed to ‘All Zayn al-‘Abidin. See footnote 9 above.
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20 A Google search shows this to be a well-known saying often quoted in works
on ‘im al-huruf. A slightly different version will be found in Nahj al-Balaghah.
See al-Mu‘jam al-Mufahras li-Alfaz Nahj al-Balaghah by Kazim Muhammadi and
Muhammad Dasht1, Beirut, 1986, p. 18.

21 This tradition is reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih. See kitab al-‘ilm, bab hifz
al-‘ilm.
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