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STATE OF WASHINGTON

Greetings from the Governor
December 6,2003

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
p.o. Box 40002 • Olympia, Washington 98304-0002 • (360) 753-6780 • WWw.goH?rnor.wa.gov

As Governor of the state of Washington~I am pleased to welcome all of those attending the
2003 Korean A-Ri-Rang Night, hosted by the Seattle-Washington State Korean
Association.

I commend this outstanding organization for promoting greater recognition of the
important contributions that Korean Americans have made to Washington State, and for
broadening our understanding of this rich and beautiful culture.

GARY LOCKE
Governor
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I especially acknowledge the leaders being honored this evening. They richly deserve this
special recognition for their involvement in the civic and political life of our state and for
elevating the concerns of the Korean American community.

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable evening and continued success in the
coming year.

~et?L
Governor
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City ofSeattle • Offirc of the A1ayor

GREETINGS

Seattle-Washington State Korean Association
1200 S. Angelo Street
Seattle, WA 98108

Washington State Senate
Senator Paull H. Sh..in, Ph.D

21st Legislative Di),trier

October 30, 2003
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SEATIlEMAYERGreetings!

December 6, 2003

As Mayor of SeanIe, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to the anllual
dinner of the Seattle-Washington Korean Association.

The Seattle-Washinl!:ton Korean Associatioll has served as a valuable
resource in the Korewan American community for many years. The
associaiion has done outstanding work advocating on behalf of the Korean
American community.

This dinner is wonderful way to recognize and acknowledge outstanding
leaders in the Korean American community. Tonight's celebration also
highlights the significant contributions the Korean Ame~'i~an ~ommunity
has made to the rich mosaic of diverse cultllres and tradItIOns In Seattle.

Please accept my best wishes for a very successful dinner.

Dear Friends,

As we commemorate the Centennial of Korean Immigration to the·Uniled Stales;lfis only fitting 10 look forward
to the nex'! one hundred years. We have accomplished much in the pre~ious cenlUl)' and have much to be proud
of. Washinglon is the home to over 100,000 Korean Americans who have succeeded in business and gove.rnment.
We are an integral part oflbe community at large, but we maintain our distinct cultural heritage. We have been
sewn. into the tapestry tbat is American life, bUl we cannot re,st on our laurels, we must continue to work.

As each generation of immigrants has a different perspective on what being an immigrant means. the children of
immigrants and those who were adopted at a young age "nd brought to a new land havc differcllt pers"""ti"",,;. II
is highly important that each generation respect the challenges facing each other. Those of the first generation
have different perspectives and challenges than those of the second. In addition. those who were born in one
country but ra.ised in another, the I V. generation. have challenges and issues not faced by either the first or the
second. We must continue OUT quest to become a greater part of American way of life by integrating into the
mainstream of American culture. Each Korean American, whether of the first, second, or I 'h generation has a
motherland and a fatherland. Each of us struggles to decide whom to bear allegiance to. We must all be mindful
thai the decision of one person is no more correcl or incorrect than the decision ofanother, and we must respect
the choices made.

Sincerely,

GREG NIC 'ELS

M~S'S:

Our world is in a tenuous geopolitical situation. As a community, we are confronted with troubling events on a
daily basis. In particular, the tensions on the Korean Peninsula draw our attention. It is fitting for all Koreans to
unite behind the cause of peaceful reunification and a peaceful world. Given our successes, we can all spare time
and effort 10 making the world a better place.

I wish to congratulate the Seattle-Washington State Korean Association and its leadership fOT your indefatigable
service to the cause of Korean Americans and our common future. The world we inhabit today belongs to our
children., grandchildren. and future generations. If we provide them a way to retain their distinct culture while also
developing their love and allegiance to their adopted homeland, we have succeeded in OUf goals.

Sincerely,

~ffi-=---P~JyfluMvv
Paull H. Shin
Washington State Senator
21" Legislative District
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